Environmental Protection Act 1990 Section 79 - 81

Goodwood Airfield Claypit Lane Westhampnett Chichester West Sussex PO18 0PH

In response to enquiries made to this Council with regard to Goodwood Airfield. 

Goodwood has planning permission from West Sussex County Council to operate an airfield. The section 52 Agreement of the Planning Permission places a restriction on movement numbers for different types of aircraft including helicopters. The actual annual movements (landings and take-offs) have consistently been well below the totals permitted and in only two years, 1989 and 1990, have the total numbers been close to capacity. Under the planning agreement, a maximum of 70,000 aircraft movements are permitted each year, including a maximum of 30,000 ‘touch and go’ training movements. ‘Touch and go’ movements are usually 9am - 6pm (or dusk) Mon-Sat, and 9am - 2pm on Sundays. All other movements are usually 7am to 9pm with exceptions. 

Chichester District Council has no legal power to deal with noise complaints. The Environmental Protection Act 1990 covers those matters that are definable as Statutory Nuisances and whilst this includes noise emitted from premises the Act later states quite clearly that this does not apply to noise caused by aircraft other than model aircraft.  Refer to Section 79 Subsections (1)(g) and (6).  There is therefore, no legal framework within which this, or any other Authority can take action against any aircraft or aircraft operator deemed to be causing a Nuisance.

Aircraft are subject to the Civil Aviation Act, Rules of the Air Regulations, and the European Community Directive 80/51. The Goodwood Aerodrome is subject to a planning agreement and to agree Noise Abatement Procedures (NAPs) for minimizing noise, as far as practicable. 
In an attempt to mitigate noise impacts on the local community the aerodrome have agreed flight circuit patterns to try and avoid flying directly over communities like Summersdale and Lavant. There are a number of agreed circuit patterns for fixed-wing aircraft and two circuits for helicopters depending on which runways are being used by other aircraft. 
Aircraft departing runway R240º are instructed to turn right to avoid over flying houses at Summersdale under the climb out path. There are houses near to the route so it is inevitable that planes will at times come quite close although it should be possible to avoid direct over flying with some exceptions.

It is impossible for all aircraft to follow the precise flight paths recommended by Noise Abatement Procedures, as variable weather conditions, different types of plane and levels of pilot experience will result in a swathe of flight lines around the preferred pathway. Any regular inconsistency or significant deviations should probably be reported.
All aircraft have to abide by the Air Navigation Order - Rules of the Air Regulations (RoA). >1500' over congested areas like Chichester, and over open ground >500' from any person, vessel, vehicle or structure. 
Exemptions include Police operations, flying displays and aerial surveys. Aeroplanes performing take-off and landing are permitted to be lower than Civil Aviation Act - Rules of Air Regulations. Aircraft climbing will be powered accordingly and make more noise. 
We expect Goodwood Aerodrome to operate in a neighbourly way and to take all practicable steps to prevent breaches of the agreed circuit plans. You are always advised to report matters to Goodwood ATC Tel. 01243 755162 in the first place so that corrective action can be taken. All callers’ details are logged and you should expect a response within 48 hours.

Complaints about aircraft made to Chichester District Council, various Parish Councils, and West Sussex County Council are brought to the attention of the Aerodrome Consultative Committee that meets 3 times per year. 
Goodwood Air Traffic Control (ATC) will advise pilots to avoid excessive noise being caused. Unfortunately the reality for residents in settlements around the aerodrome is that on occasions aircraft do come near to houses with consequent increase in noise for all concerned. 

	Runway 24 Departures
	As soon as possible after departure, turn right to avoid built up areas. Maintain track until reaching or passing circuit height. No practice engine failures after take-off until west of A286 road.


Goodwood Airfield logs the movements on a daily basis. The cumulative number of movements per month is forwarded to West Sussex County Council and a report of Airfield Activity is made to the Aerodrome Consultative Committee every half year. 

The Goodwood Terrena Company set this committee up in 1970 in response to the Civil Aviation Act 1968, which enables consultation and discussion between all parties regarding the management of the airfield. The committee meets three times per year to discuss aerodrome use and complaints. Local residents can express their views concerning the airfield activities to their respective Parish Councils, Residents Association (if applicable), County or District Councils, all of whom are represented on the Goodwood Aerodrome Consultative Committee, including the Flight Operations Manager. 
The Flight Information Service Officers (FISOs) working at Goodwood ATC have no direct control over aircraft in the air once outside the Aerodrome Traffic Zone (2 nautical miles around the aerodrome), and can only provide an information service. If a complaint is received about a particular aircraft, the FISO can advise the pilot of the complaint but ultimately cannot instruct them to move away from that location. If they were clearly breaking the law then they should be reported to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
For information concerning circuit patterns for fixed-wing and helicopters go to:
http://www.goodwood.co.uk/aviation/pilot-information/pilot-information.aspx 

Complaints to Civil Aviation Authority www.caa.co.uk  or write to the

Consultation Secretary Directorate of Airspace Policy

CAA House K6, 45 - 59 Kingsway,

London WC2B 6TE Tel. 020 7453 6524/5

For breaches of RoA contact:

The Head of Aviation Regulation Enforcement

CAA Secretary and Legal Adviser's Department

CAA House Room K504, 45 - 59 Kingsway, 

London WC2B 6TE Tel. 020 7453 6193

Air Traffic Control Swanick 

· Military low flying Tel. 01489 612500  Ext.2417

· Civil low flying Tel. 01489 612420

