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Free entry

at The Novium
Museum
Buy one,
get one free
swim offer

Free guide

Welcome to the winter issue of initiatives!
I know the museum team has been
working hard organising its Christmas
activities so make sure you bring the
family along to your free museum - there
is something for everyone! Find out more
on pages 4 and 5 and head to pages 10
and 11 for a one-stop guide to Christmas
around the district.
In July, Chichester Festival Theatre
reopened following its multi-million pound
improvement project, RENEW. See behind
the scenes pictures of the theatre on pages
8 and 9 and discover the new features
which will enable the theatre to flourish
over the next 50 years.

I would like to start by saying
thank you to everyone who was
involved with welcoming the
Tour of Britain cycle race through
our district on 13 September.
It was such an exciting day and
it was pleasing to see so many
people lining the streets around
Midhurst and Petworth. I hope
we gave the riders a welcome
to remember!
The festive season is fast approaching
and across the district you will find a
wide variety of activities to enjoy. Why
not make your first stop a trip to the
Novium Museum, which from 17
November will be offering free entry.
Delve into the past and learn about our
area’s rich history through the museum’s
fascinating displays and artefacts.

On a more cautionary note, with winter
upon us, I urge you to be prepared for the
elements. On pages 18 and 19 you can read
about the council’s role in flood prevention
and coastal protection plus lots of tips on
how to keep you and your loved ones safe.
Find out how to access your new refuse
and recycling collection calendar on page
16. There is also a reminder about the
items that you can currently recycle.
However, the list of items is due to expand
next year and so we’ll be bringing you
more news on this in our next issue.
You can read about our Cleansing Manager,
Andy Ifould who has seen many changes
over his 35 years at the council, and don’t
forget our popular What’s On section.
Have a wonderful Christmas!
Best Wishes,
Cllr Martyn Bell
Chairman of Chichester District Council
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Christmas
calendar
Here’s a taste of some of
our free Christmas activities.
Please call 01243 775888 or
go to www.thenovium.org.uk
for more information.

Write to Father Christmas
Post your letter to Father Christmas from
25 November. The museum elves check
the post box daily and make sure that
every letter with an address gets a reply.

Wish on a star
Come and write a wish on a star and
hang it on our Christmas tree
throughout December. We hope it
comes true!

The Novium Museum has
Christmas all wrapped up!
The Novium Museum in Chichester is
giving away an extra big Christmas present
this year – visitors will no longer have to
pay to enter from Monday 17 November!
So, if you are looking for somewhere free
and festive, with plenty of activities, where
you can buy unique and quality gifts, The
Novium is the place to visit.
The council has been looking for ways to
offer free entry since the museum opened
two years ago.
“We have listened to our visitors and
have been working on ways to make the
museum free for everyone,” says Cllr Myles
Cullen, Cabinet Member for Commercial
Services.

has worked for other museums across the
country and we’re hoping that it will work
for us. We’re also offering lots of exciting
activities for the whole family – including
crafts and games – because we want this
to be a key community location in the city,
where people can meet and gather. We
hope that providing free entry to the
museum will mean that our visitor numbers
will increase and that people will want to
return again and again.”
Cathy Hakes, the museum’s new manager,
is excited about the new developments
and has designed an action packed
Christmas programme to welcome people
through the door. She says:

“Our museum team has been carrying out
huge amounts of work behind the scenes
and has put us in a position where we can
explore alternative forms of funding. They
have also taken on board people’s comments
and made significant improvements and so
we are very excited about this next stage in
the museum’s history.

“We have so much to offer local residents.
We now have a location where people can
meet, do business, have fun as a family –
all while rediscovering the area’s rich
history. So you can pop in for a coffee and
cake, while looking over the Roman Baths;
have a business meeting while accessing
our free WiFi; or join in one of our many
events and activity sessions.

“We are hoping that people will continue to
support their local museum by making a
donation; using our shop; or even using our
new tea and coffee facilities. This will make
a big difference to helping the museum to
go from strength to strength. This approach

“We have an army of volunteers who can
tell you all about the history of the district,
while pointing out some of our more
unusual artefacts. Plus, you don’t know
who else you might bump into – from a
Roman soldier to a Victorian gentleman.
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Rediscover what the
museum has to offer you
FREE ADMISS
ION
“We are constantly developing the
museum and what it offers and feel that
it has already come a long way since it
opened two years ago. We have new
exhibits, interactive activities, events and
information boards. The museum team is
offering regular lunchtime and evening
lectures. The galleries are constantly
changing so it’s definitely worth returning
if you haven’t visited for a while. Popular
events such as ‘Night at the Museum’
have sold out – which is brilliant. Plus,
we’ve held some fantastic events for a
variety of businesses across the district.
The museum is also a key asset to local
schools and we have one of the largest
handling collections in the country.
“We’re also looking at attracting touring
exhibitions from some of the national
museums in the future. These would be
placed in the upper galleries and there
would be a fee to visit them. We’re also
expanding what we can offer the local
community and we are even hoping to
hold weddings in both The Guildhall in
Priory Park and The Novium Museum –
so watch this space!
“We are really looking forward to
welcoming our local residents and hope
that the museum will become a key
community facility that everyone enjoys.”

Ground floor
Tourist Information Centre and shop
Explore our unique range of Christmas
presents and lovely stocking fillers for your
loved ones.

The Roman bath house
The remains of the Roman bath house
date back to the first century AD and they
dominate the ground floor. It would have
been used as a meeting place to engage in
leisure activities and perhaps talk business.
Many of its visitors would have hired slaves
to look after their belongings!

The Chilgrove Mosaic
The Chilgrove Mosaic dates back to the
fourth century and was discovered at
Chilgrove Roman Villa.

The Jupiter Stone
This is a portion of a Roman sculpture base
dated between the late first and early third
century AD, which was dedicated to the
God Jupiter. It was found during excavations
in West Street, Chichester in 1934.

The Bosham Head
The Bosham Head is thought to be a statue
of the Roman Emperor, Trajan, dating back
to AD 122. Experts say that it is the largest
Roman statue found in Britain. The head,
which is twice life-size and made of Italian
marble, was discovered in the garden of a
vicarage in Bosham in about 1800.

First floor – Time,
place and curiosities

Christmas stocking trail
Can you find all of our Christmas
stockings? Follow the trail throughout
the museum in December.

Have a cracking Christmas
Create a personalised Victorian
Christmas cracker for someone special.

This provides a timeline and map that
pinpoints the locations of historical
importance in the district. Then move onto
the curiosities case, which contains an
undersea hedgehog, and a prehistoric
elephant tusk that was pulled up in a
lobster pot in Selsey.

Christmas crafts

As you move into the large gallery you
will find a huge cube display case.
Objects include the Municipal Moon
Lantern, which dates back to around 1600
and a Roman lead coffin dating back to
4th century AD.

Meet our resident ghosts, who will help
bring history to life. This special tour will
introduce you to some of Chichester’s most
intriguing history and give you the chills!

The floor also has a research room, interactive
displays, a film and even play equipment to
keep little ones entertained.

Second floor – Stunning views
As you reach the second floor, you have
to stop and take in the breath-taking view
of the cathedral. You can then enter the top
floor gallery, which has some fascinating
exhibits, including Chichester’s old jail
door, as well as our World War I exhibition.
Make sure that you check out the
recreated trench!
We also have a learning room, which is
used for a variety of purposes, including
some of our events and activities, as well
as a meeting space.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Join us and make paper chains, Christmas
cards, fabric stockings and sparkling tree
decorations for your tree at home.

Ghost tour

Visit Father Christmas
Come and meet Father Christmas in his
special museum grotto and receive a
special gift. £5 per child.

We look forward to
welcoming you...
The Novium Museum, Tower Street,
Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1QH
Tel: 01243 775888
Website: www.thenovium.org.uk
Email: thenovium@chichester.gov.uk
The museum will be open from 10am
until 5pm Monday to Saturday, over
the winter period. The museum is closed
on Sundays.
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New indoor splash area
at Westgate Leisure
Children can go splash crazy in December, when Westgate Leisure
introduces a new water play area in its pool hall.
A sneaky soaker, fun-brella, misty twisty and
spray tunnel will join the existing water flume
to provide the fun factor in the pool hall. The
water features are similar to those found on a
splash park – but because they are indoors,
you can use them in all weathers.
The water features will be placed on a flat
rubbery surface, which will replace the current
toddler pool. This will mean that children can
gain water confidence in the play area and
then move into the leisure pool, where they
can learn to swim. The area has also been
designed so that all users will be able to
access it.
The improvements follow a £33,000
investment by the council to further enhance
the customer experience and encourage
people to swim locally.
“We hope that the new splash area will help
young children to become more confident in
the water – while also having lots of fun. We
have also purposely chosen activities that can

be enjoyed and accessed by all children,
including those who have disabilities,”
says Cllr Eileen Lintill, Cabinet Member for
Wellbeing and Community Services at
Chichester District Council.
“Westgate Leisure Chichester already has a
flume, but these new activities will expand
what the centre can offer and hopefully
encourage more families to stay locally when
choosing a family day out.”
The works are part of a series of improvement
projects that Westgate Leisure is currently
exploring. Further improvements are also
scheduled for the health suite changing rooms
and the spa area.

✂

At Westgate Leisur

Over £20,000 has been invested in
a new indoor cycling studio at
Westgate Leisure Bourne.
The multifunctional studio includes
15 state-of-the-art Technogym indoor
cycling bikes. The room, which is
based on the first floor, will also be
used for meetings and yoga.

When one person pays for a swim, they can bring another
person in absolutely free when using this voucher at
Westgate Leisure Chichester.
This offer is only available during public swimming
sessions and can be used until Saturday 31 January 2015.
Terms and conditions apply. www.westgateleisure.co.uk

£6 joining fee and nothing else
to pay until January

We know that money is tight at Christmas and so we have a special
Christmas treat just for you! For just £6 you can treat yourself to a Premier
or Premier Plus membership and there will be no more to pay until 1 January
2015. Our Premier Plus membership gives you full access to our three sites
in Chichester, Southbourne and Midhurst and includes unlimited access to
the gym, most fitness classes, swimming, saunas, steam rooms and spas.
To find out more call us now on 01243 785651 (Chichester), 01243 376101
(Southbourne), 01730 816841 (Midhurst) – or pop in and see us. The offer is
valid from 1 – 31 December 2014. Just hand in this voucher when joining.
Terms and conditions apply.

www.chichester.gov.uk

YOUR LUNCHTIME
FOOD PRICE
ONLY WITH THIS
VOUCHER
Booking essential
Valid until 01/03/15

Regain the use of this valuable space and start
enjoying your conservatory again by contacting
iCon Roofs today for a free, no obligation quotation

Users of the room will also benefit
from a new air conditioning system,
an air cleaning system, and a new
laminate floor.

For a Premier or Premier Plus member
ship

To celebrate the opening of our new splash area, we are
offering all initiatives readers a special buy one, get one
free swim offer.

15%
OFF

New indoor cycling
studio for Bourne

“It is important that we constantly review what
our customers want and how we can improve.
We hope that our customers will be really
impressed with the changes that we are
making and that this adds to their experience,”
adds Eileen.

one free
Buy one gete Ch
ichester
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Tantalising, delicious,
exotic and sumptuous
authentic Thai food

10%
OFF

YOUR EVENING
EAT IN FOOD PRICE
ONLY WITH THIS
VOUCHER
Booking essential
Valid until 01/03/15

Open 7 Days a Week 5.30-11pm l Lunches Tuesday – Sunday 12-2.30pm

Reservations: 01243 778881
149 St Pancras l Chichester l PO19 7SH

Private Function Room
& Takeaway Available
thaihousechichester.co.uk

R e p l a c e m e nt D o o r s • Wo r k t o p s • Sin ks • Applian ces

Your dream
kitchen...
for a fraction
of the cost!
Why spend so much time and
money recreating your kitchen
from scratch when you could
save £1000s by replacing doors,
worksurfaces and fittings
to give your old kitchen the
ultimate kitchen makeover?

SPECIAL OFFER open to all Initiatives readers

CANDY HOB & OVEN ONLY £99
on orders over £2000 (ex. VAT)

Over 1,500 design and colour combinations to choose from
Home visits with mobile and static showroom
 Manufactured in timber, vinyl wrap, or acrylic - all made to measure
 Top quality products - locally supplied & manufactured
 Buy with confidence from our local, family run business
- no deposit required on door orders

Please call our showroom to arrange a visit

tel: 023 9245 4831 mobile: 07808 137807
email: sckitchenm.over@btinternet.com www.sckitchenmakeovers.com

www.chichester.gov.uk

7

Create a
better future
Be a councillor

Whether you want to influence the
future of the place where you live; add
new facilities to your local park; offer
more activities for young people; or
ensure that local businesses can thrive
– you could make a difference by
becoming a councillor.

Chichester Festival Theatre:
RENEWed and ready for the next 50 years

Next year, we will be holding the local
elections for the Chichester District on
7 May. If you feel that you could make a
difference to your local community, now
is the time to get involved.

Thanks to fantastic support from the community, Chichester’s Festival
Theatre re-opened in July. This followed the 21-month RENEW project
to upgrade the building, setting the stage for an exciting future.
The theatre has strong connections with
the surrounding community. It was the
brainchild of Leslie Evershed-Martin, a
local optician, and built with local support.
Over 50 years on, it is that same support
and commitment from the area’s residents
and businesses that have enabled its
redevelopment to take place.
In recognition of the theatre’s importance
to the local economy, Chichester District
Council invested £500,000 into the
RENEW project. A total of £22 million was
raised with significant contributions from
organisations such as Arts Council
England, West Sussex County Council
and the Heritage Lottery Fund.
When Executive Director Alan Finch and
Artistic Director Jonathan Church, took
over the Theatre in 2006, they recognised
that certain improvements needed to be
made to safeguard the building for the
future, and ideas around the RENEW
project started to emerge.
“We started to dream, think and plan what
our legacy would be,” says Alan. “We felt
that ensuring that the building was fit for
purpose for the next 50 years would be
our most fitting contribution.”
The theatre has been significantly
improved and enhanced in a number of
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areas, while still retaining its original
character and features.
“One of our main priorities has been to
upgrade our audience facilities. We have
also transformed our auditorium, and
made many technical and backstage
improvements which will be reflected in
the quality of the productions that we are
able to stage,” Alan explains.
One of the key changes is that for the first
time in its history, the theatre is totally
accessible to everyone, thanks to new lifts
and stairs. The stage has also been rebuilt
with the audience in mind and the
increased space means that the producers
of shows can be far more creative. They
could even introduce a swimming pool on
stage if they wanted to! Plus, the theatre
has now added a further 100 seats, which
are wrapped around the stage. A new large
holding area has also been created at the
back of the stage, which means that they
can put on bigger and better shows. While
one show is running, another one can
literally be waiting in the wings. The
building is also environmentally friendly,
which has helped to reduce its running
costs. These vital improvements mean the
nationally-acclaimed theatre is now fit for
the 21st century and able to expand on
what it previously offered.

www.chichester.gov.uk

When testing out the changes, Jonathan
and Alan were keen to involve the
community and connect the theatre back
to where it all began.
“Our youth theatre performed the first
play since the works had been carried out
at a test event,” explains Jonathan. “This
echoed what happened during Laurence
Olivier’s era when the National Youth
Theatre was invited to perform on the
newly built stage in 1962. It was also very
fitting that the community was part of our
test events because the Festival Theatre
was built through the efforts of local
people. Their sustained support has made
our theatre what it is today.”

Theatre facts
• The theatre first opened in 1962
• It was originally meant to be a
summer theatre, running for an
11-week season and playing to
approximately 75,000 people
• It now runs all year round,
with an annual audience of
over 530,000
• The building’s Grade II* listed
status reflects its architectural
importance

Councillor Eileen Lintill, says: “We
recognise that the theatre brings in
millions of pounds to the local economy.
Due to this, we felt that it was really
important to invest in this wonderful
facility and help secure its future to enable
it to go from strength to strength over the
next 50 years. Since it has reopened, the
theatre has already welcomed thousands
of people through its doors. It has a
brilliant line up over the coming year and
so I would encourage people to rediscover
what it has to offer.”
To find out more about the theatre and
future productions, please visit www.cft.
org.uk or call 01243 781312.

Being a councillor is a great job. You can:
• get involved and listen to the views
of local people;
• influence change for the benefit of
your community;
• learn something new every day; and
• meet new people.
It isn’t a 9am to 5pm job. You can do
most of it at a time that suits you. It can
normally fit around other commitments
and allows you to make a valuable
contribution to your community. But it
does require commitment and dedication.
Although working with a political party
increases your chance of becoming a
councillor, you can choose to stand as
an independent candidate.

Festival 2014
Patricia Routledge
AN IDEAL HUSBAND by Oscar Wilde
Director: Rachel Kavanaugh
21 November – 13 December,
Festival Theatre

Illustration © 2006 David Roberts

Chichester Festival Youth Theatre
THE HUNDRED AND ONE DALMATIANS
by Dodie Smith
in a new adaptation by Bryony Lavery
Director: Dale Rooks
20 December – 3 January,
Festival Theatre

www.chichester.gov.uk

All we ask of you is that you are:
• 18 or over;
• a British citizen, a citizen of the Irish
Republic, the Commonwealth, or
another member of state of the
European Union; and
• live and work, or own/occupy
property within the district; and,
• that you follow the councillors’ code
of conduct.
To find out more about how you could
make a difference, please visit www.
chichester.gov.uk/becomeacouncillor
or call us on 01243 534655 and request
an information pack.
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FREE Christmas
park and ride
service
With Christmas nearly upon us, we have pulled together activities, events
and important information to guide you through the festive season.
Remember to also check our website www.chichester.gov.uk/christmas
and our social media sites for further events, updates and competitions.

We are providing a free
Chichester park and ride
service on selected dates over
the Christmas period, with the
support of Chichester College.

Christmas events

The service starts on Thursday 27
November from 4.30pm – 8pm for
the light switch on event. It will then
operate from 8am until 6pm every
Saturday, plus 22, 23 and 24 December.
On Sundays the service will run
between 9.30am and 5.30pm.

Chichester
A host of activities has been arranged by
the Chichester City Partnership to celebrate
Christmas in the city.
Father Christmas will be moving his grotto
to the New Park Cinema at weekends
throughout December. For the exact dates
and times, please see www.chichesterbid.
co.uk. He will also be at The Novium
Museum on Tower Street for the late night
Thursday shopping nights until 8pm. Please
visit www.thenovium.org for further details
or call 01243 775888.
The Christmas light switch on event will be
on Thursday 27 November with many shops
staying open until 8pm so you can start your
Christmas shopping. A community carol
service will begin at 6.30pm led by the
Chichester ROC choirs, followed by the
blessing of the Rotary Tree of Goodwill
Christmas tree at 6.55pm. The City Christmas
lights display will then be switched on at
7pm, followed by a spectacular firework
display which this year is sponsored by
A Plan Insurance of Little London.
Further late night shopping opportunities
will take place on Thursday 4, 11 and
18 December. Please see individual
stores for more details, or visit www.
chichesterbid.co.uk

Chichester’s Christmas Market will return
from Saturday 6 until Sunday 14 December
in North and East Street.
To find out more, please contact the
Chichester City Centre Partnership on 01243
773623 or email info@chichesterbid.co.uk
Chichester District Council is also operating
a free park and ride service – details can be
found on page 11.

Selsey
The Selsey Lights switch on will be on
Saturday 29 November at 5pm in the High
Street. Father Christmas will be bringing
his grotto to town on Saturday 29
November, located behind Amanda’s
Hobby Hideout.
For further information please contact
Selsey Town Council on 01243 605803, or
email enquiries@selseytowncouncil.gov.uk

Midhurst
A festive weekend of events starts with
the annual Midhurst Town Council Street
Party on Friday 5 December between 6pm
and 9pm at Church Hill, Market Square
and West Street. Roads will be closed
from 3.30pm. The party will include free
attractions and entertainment, roundabout
rides and carol singing. Father Christmas
will also be making an appearance in his
grotto on West Street and there will be late
night shopping. If you would like further
information, please contact Midhurst
Town Council on 01730 816953 or visit
www.midhurst-tc.gov.uk
On Saturday 6 December, there will be a
traditional Christmas Fair at The Grange
between 10am and 3pm. You can meander
round the Christmas Market, meet Father
Christmas and join in with the festive fun.
Once you’ve finished, make sure that you visit
Father Christmas’ reindeer in the Market
Square between 11am and 3pm and explore
Midhurst’s unique independent shops at
the same time. The town’s businesses will
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The service will run every 15 minutes.
It will leave from Chichester College
car park at Westgate and drop off to:
• Eastgate (opposite the Cattle
Market car park)
• Northgate (the lay-by in
Oaklands); and
• The Cathedral.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Preparing for bad weather
Over the last few years we have suffered with severe snow and icy
conditions. We have pulled together some key information to help
you prepare for any severe weather we may experience over
the coming months.
1. Make sure your car is roadworthy and
carry a spade, blanket, map, torch, first
aid kit, and emergency food and drink
with you.
2. Check screen wash levels and make
sure the windscreen wipers and tyres
are in good condition.
3. Defrost the windscreen and windows
thoroughly before you drive.
4. Leave more time for your journey and
drive slowly, leaving a good distance
between your vehicle and the one
in front.
5. Always carry your mobile phone with
you and make sure it is fully charged.
6. If you are unfortunate enough to
breakdown, ring your breakdown
service and not the emergency services,
unless you believe people are at risk.
7. Prepare alternative childcare
arrangements in case of unexpected
school closures.
8. Make regular checks on family,
friends and neighbours who are more
vulnerable, especially the elderly.

The Town Council’s annual awards evening
will be held on Wednesday 17 December
– hopefully in the former library building in
Knockhundred Row. The council is
recognising some of the unsung heroes in
the town.

The service will operate on:
• Thursday 27 November
(4.30pm-8pm);
• Saturday 29 November
• Sunday 30 November
• Saturday 6 December
• Sunday 7 December
• Saturday 13 December
• Sunday 14 December
• Saturday 20 December
• Sunday 21 December
• Monday 22 December
• Tuesday 23 December
• Wednesday 24 December

Petworth

For further information please see
www.chichester.gov.uk/christmas

A whole range of activities have been
organised to celebrate the switching
on of the Christmas lights in Petworth
on Saturday 6 December. The Christmas
market will begin at 11am, selling
local produce and crafts. There will
also be entertainment and music in
Golden Square.

Council Christmas closure

be joining in over the two days with special
offers and activities. To find out more please
visit www.westgateleisure.co.uk or call
01703 816841 or www.visitmidhurst.com

The light switch on will begin at 6.30pm.
Shops will be open late and a window
display competition will take place.
Christmas Carols will be performed by
Petworth Town Band, St Mary’s Church
Choir and other choirs throughout the day.
For more information, please contact
Petworth Town Council on 01798 344883,
visit www.petworth-tc.org.uk or email
petworthtowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Bin collections
Should your waste or recycling
collections be disrupted by snowy or icy
conditions, please leave your bin out
and we will get to it as soon as we can.
We will post updates on our website,
and our Facebook and Twitter pages.

Gritting the roads
The Highways Agency, is responsible
for gritting the primary routes
throughout Sussex.

Contacts
West Sussex County Council
www.westsussex.gov.uk
Tel: 01243 642105
This website contains information about
travel disruption, school closures and
the gritting routes.
Highways Agency
www.highways.gov.uk
This provides details of travel disruption
on major roads.

Flooding
In the winter months, flooding is also a
common occurrence throughout the district.
You can sign up to receive free flood alerts
and flood warnings from the Environment
Agency direct from your telephone, mobile,
email, or fax, from the agency. To register
call 0845 988 1188 or visit www.
environment-agency.gov.uk/floodline
You can also report flooding by
telephoning the Environment Agency
Incident hotline on 0800 807060.

Keep in touch
In severe weather we will provide
regular updates and important
information on our:
• website www.chichester.gov.uk/
emergencies
• Facebook page www.facebook.
com/chichesterdistrictcouncil
• Twitter page @ChichesterDC

The council offices at East Pallant House will be closed from
4pm on Wednesday 24 December 2014, re-opening at 8.45am
on Friday 2 January 2015.
If you need to contact our Car Parks Office or our Dog Warden service, please call our out of
hours messaging service on 01243 785166 or 01243 534734. For any other district council
related emergency, please call the Emergency Out of Hours number on 01243 785339.
You can also access our services online by visiting our website at www.chichester.gov.uk
The opening times for The Novium and Westgate Leisure Centres (including The
Grange) can be found on our website at www.chichester.gov.uk/christmas

www.chichester.gov.uk

11

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL YOUTH THEATRE CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

THE HUNDRED AND
ATIANS
ONE DALMATIANS

what’s on?
Venue codes and
useful numbers
CFT & MT
Chichester Festival Theatre and
Minerva Theatre (01243) 781312
or www.cft.org.uk
CHC
Chichester Harbour Conservancy
(01243) 513275
or www.conservancy.co.uk
FRP
Fishbourne Roman Palace
(01243) 785859 or
bit.ly/eventsatfishbourne
www.sussexpast.co.uk
GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
01730 816841 or
www.westgateleisure.co.uk
NOV
The Novium Museum,
(01243) 775888 or
www.thenovium.org
OCA
Oxmarket Centre of Arts
(01243) 779103 or
www.oxmarket.com
PHG
Pallant House Gallery
(01243) 774557 or
www.pallant.org.uk
TCH
The Council House, North Street,
Chichester
WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum.
Enquiries (01243) 811348 or
www.wealddown.co.uk

By DODIE

Every week or seasonal
Traders Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester
Every Wednesday and Saturday
Farmers’ Markets 2014
North & East Street, Chichester:
21 November; 5 & 19 December;
16 January; 6 & 20 February;
6 & 20 March.
Old High Street, Petworth:
22 November; 13 December;
24 January; 28 February; 28 March.
Until 6 December
Stage: Frankie and Johnny.
A tender and funny fledging romance
between wise-cracking chef Johnny
and the cautious, vulnerable Frankie
unfolds over one memorable night in
a New York apartment. CFT & MT.
Until 13 December
Stage: An Ideal Husband. Oscar
Wilde’s witty exposé of the
deceptions at work in 19th century
London society. 7.30pm, CFT.
Until 18 December
Cards for Good Causes. Multi-charity
Christmas cards. Open Monday to
Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm. TCH.
www.cardsforcharity.co.uk (Cards
will also be available in Midhurst,
date and location tbc).
Until 15 February
Remaking Picasso’s Guernica.
A group of artists and activists has
been moved, as other artists and
activists before them, to re-make
Picasso’s Guernica as a banner, PHG.
21 – 23 November
Stansted Christmas Fair. Full details
at www.stanstedpark.co.uk

Tickets for a variety of events
are available from Chichester
Tourist Information Centre at
The Novium Museum, Tower
Street. For more information
contact (01243) 7775888.
While every effort has been made to make
sure the accuracy of this information is correct,
Chichester District Council cannot accept
responsibility for any errors, omissions or
inconvenience caused. We would advise you
to check the details with the organiser before
attending any of the events published.
Apologies to those people who will get the
magazine after some of the events listed.
The list runs from when the first deliveries
of ‘initiatives’ are made, but delivery to all
properties normally takes two weeks.
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21 November
The Friends of St Richard’s Hospital
Christmas Bazaar. Help raise funds for
the Neonatal ITU Unit at St Richard’s
Hospital. 10am-3pm. TCH. Tel: 01243
831843 or email admin@
friendsofchichesterhospitals.org.uk
22 November – 23 November
Petworth House Christmas Fair.
Adults £5 (including NT members)
children free. 10.30am to 3.30pm.Tel:
01798 342207, email petworth@
nationaltrust.org.uk or see www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house
23 November
Music on Sundays: finals of MOS’s
Young Musician of the Year. Christ
Church, Old Market Avenue, 2.30pm.
Tickets £10 (£5 student/child) at
door. Tel: 01243 527425.

25 November – 7 December
Tamarisk Textile Artists Exhibition
and Sale. Beautiful gifts and cards for
Christmas. Oxmarket, St Andrews
Court, Chichester. 10am - 4.30pm.
Tel: 779103 or see www.oxmarket.
com
27 November
Chichester Christmas lights
switch-on. The community carol
service will start at 6.30pm.
Lights will be switched on at 7pm
followed by a firework display. See
page 10 and www.chichesterbid.co.uk
29 November
Donnington Christmas Market.Craft
workshops throughout the day, a
Santa trail, plus a variety of stalls
and a tombola. Contact Cis on 01243
784532. 10am - 6pm. Donnington
Hall, Stocksbridge Road, Chichester.
29 November
Selsey Christmas Lights Switch-on.
See www.selseytowncouncil.gov.uk
4 December
Chichester Chamber Concert:
Maggini String Trio. With clarinet/
saxophone soloist Hannah
Marcinowicz. Works by Crusell,
Beethoven and Rawsthorner.
7.30pm. Tickets £17 under-25s free.
TCH. Tel: 01243 781312 or see www.
cft.org.uk
4, 11 and 18 December
Late night shopping and
entertainment, Chichester.
See www.chichesterbid.co.uk
5 December
Annual Midhurst Town Council
Street Party. Free attractions,
entertainment, roundabout rides,
carol singing and late night
shopping. 6pm-9pm at Church Hill,
Market Square and West Street. See
page 10 or www.midhurst-tc.gov.uk
5 and 6 December
Fishbourne Players Theatre Group
presents Jingle Bell Rock.
A Christmas comedy musical by Tony
Hudson. The Fishbourne Centre,
Blackboy Lane, 7.30pm.
Tel: 07582 023163 or see
www.fishbourneplayers.com
6 December
Christmas market and Christmas
lights switch on in Petworth. See
page 10 for full details or visit www.
petworth-tc.org.uk
6 December
Concert: The Chichester Singers.
Handel’s Messiah. 7.30pm,

www.chichester.gov.uk

Chichester Cathedral.
Tel: 01243 813595 or see
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk

6 December
Christmas Fair. Browse the stalls,
meet Father Christmas and join in
all the festive fun. 10am-3pm. GC.
Tel: 01730 816841 or see www.
westgateleisure.co.uk
6 December
Natural Wreath Making Workshop.
Create a unique, natural Christmas
wreath. All materials and
refreshments provided. £30 per
person. 10am-12.30pm, Tuppenny
Barn, Southbourne. See www.
tuppennybarn.co.uk
6 December
Creative Crafts for Children. A fun and
festive craft filled morning for
children aged 5-12. All materials and
refreshments provided. £10 per
child. 10am-midday, Tuppenny Barn,
Main Road, Southbourne. See www.
tuppennybarn.co.uk
6 – 14 December
Chichester Christmas Market. Browse
the stalls and find the perfect gifts
for friends and family. North Street
and East Street, Chichester. 01243
773623 or see www.chichesterbid.
co.uk
7 and 14 December
Santa Train Rides. With the
Chichester and District Society
of Model Engineers. Entry £8 children
(who will receive a gift from Father
Christmas) and £4 for others (includes
refreshments). Blackberry Lane,
Chichester, 1pm-4pm. Tel: 07954
051594 or see www.cdsme.co.uk
7 December
Tree Dressing. Bring a jam jar and
turn it into a lantern then join the
procession illuminated by hundreds
of lanterns and dress the tree as
darkness falls. WDOAM. 12.30pm 4.30pm.
7 December
Santas on Motorbikes. Charity event
in aid of St Wilfrid’s Hospice,
Chichester. 10am, WDOAM. See www.
santa.stwh.co.uk
14 December
Christmas Concert. In aid of
the Chichester Cathedral Choral
Foundation Fund. Time tbc,
Chichester Cathedral. Tel:01243
813595 or see www.
chichestercathedral.org.uk

SMITH

in a new adaptation by
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14 December
Santa Sprint and Stroll. Charity event in
aid of St Wilfrid’s Hospice, Chichester.
10am. See www.santa.stwh.co.uk
14 December
Music on Sundays: flute and piano
recital. With Odinn Baldvinsen and
Patricia Romero. Christ Church, Old
Market Avenue, Chichester, 2.30pm.
Tickets £10 (£5 student/child) at door.
Tel: 01243 527425.
14 December
National Open Art Competition.
An exhibition of the winning entries from
The National Open Art Exhibition. PHG.
www.thenationalopenartcompetition.com
14 December
Celebrate Saturnalia. The whole
family can find out more about this
Roman winter celebration in honour
of the Roman God Saturn with food
tastings, games, storytelling and crafts.
11am-3pm. FRP.
26 – 28 December
Tudor Christmas. Discover how people
celebrated Christmas in the days of
Henry VIII. WDOAM. 11am - 3pm.
7 January
Talk: January Brazil - The Pantanal and
More. By Mike Mockler, Chichester Natural
History Society. The Pallant Suite,
FreeMasons Hall, South Pallant,
Chichester. 6.30pm for 7.15pm start.
Members free, visitors £2. Tel: 01243
575345 or see
www.chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org
8 January
Chichester Chamber Concert: Brentano
String Quartet. 7.30pm, Christ Church,
Old Market Avenue, Chichester. Tickets
£17, under-25s free. Tel: 01243 781312
or see www.cft.org.uk
18 January
Antique and Collectors Fair. 10.30am 4pm, Westgate Centre, Chichester. Entry
£1.50. Tel: 07747 604541 or 01243
788596.
1 February
Antique and Collectors Fair. 10.30 am 4pm, GC. Entry £1.50. Tel: 07747 604541
or 01243 788596.
4 February
Talk: Butterflies in Bulgaria by John
Arnott, Chichester Natural History
Society. 6.30pm for 7.15pm start, The
Pallant Suite, FreeMasons Hall, South
Pallant, Chichester. Members free,
visitors £2. Tel: 01243 575345 or see
www.chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org

Father Christmas and his
reindeer visit Midhurst
Father Christmas will be joining in the celebrations
at The Grange’s Christmas market on Saturday 6
December between 10am and 3pm.
While he is meeting everyone, his reindeer will be in the
Market Square in Midhurst between 11am and 3pm. Make
sure that you pop down and see them – and explore
Midhurst’s unique independent shops at the same time.
To find out more please see www.chichester.gov.uk/
christmas or www.westgateleisure.co.uk

WIN a three-course
dinner for two!
Chichester restaurant Amelie and Friends, in
North Street, is offering one of our lucky readers
a fabulous meal for two, including a bottle of
fine wine.
Amelie and Friends is a stylish, independent restaurant with
a reputation for good food and friendly, professional service.
Listed in the Sunday Telegraph’s Top 500 Restaurants in
Britain and Ireland and recommended in the Michelin
Guide, the restaurant offers an interesting and varied menu
which is prepared in-house using fresh ingredients, while
the wine list features delicious handmade organic wines
from small independent producers.
Whatever the occasion, Amelie and Friends is the place to go.
All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning this
wonderful prize, is to send an email with ‘Initiatives Prize
Draw’ in the subject line along with your first and last
names to info@amelieandfriends.com. The closing date
for entries is 31st March 2015. Terms and conditions apply.

Amelie and Friends, 31 North Street,
Chichester, PO19 1LY. Tel: 01243 771444 or
email info@amelieandfriends.com, see
www.amelieandfriends.com

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Love your
neighbour

New Year,

new you!
If you want to get 2015 off to a
great start, why not speak to one
of our Wellbeing Advisers?

Christmas is a time to celebrate, but for some of the
most vulnerable in our communities it can be a cold and
lonely period of the year. We are highlighting some of
the help that is available to those who are most in need.
If you know of a neighbour that might benefit from one
of these schemes, please pass the information on.

A lifeline on your doorstep

Save money on your energy bills

Get 3 months FREE on our
lifeline unit.

There are a range of support schemes that older or vulnerable
people can access. At the moment there are a variety of schemes
that can be accessed, including:

Keep warm this winter
As the temperature drops, it’s important to keep warm.
Heating your home can be lifesaving.
Not only does the cold make you more
susceptible to flus and illnesses, but it
significantly increases vulnerable
people’s risk of heart attacks, strokes
and hypothermia.
Follow our top tips and advice to stay
well and keep your house warm over
the Christmas period.
• Be sure there is some heat going
through your entire house and not just
one or two rooms. Going from a warm
to a cold room, even for short periods
of time, can raise blood pressure and
exacerbate breathing difficulties. This
puts vulnerable people at risk of stroke
and heart attacks. What’s more, the
effects may not be noticed for up to 30
days after the incident.
• Set the temperature control on the
radiator to low in the rooms which
aren’t used very often to try and keep
bills manageable. If you don’t have
temperature controls on your
radiators remember to open the door
of the unused room before you go in,
and allow the heat to flow in.
• Close doors and draw your curtains as
soon as it gets dark to keep heat in.
• Wear several thin layers, rather than
one thick layer. This is because they
trap warm air close to the body.
Woolly or thermal clothes are ideal.
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• Use your heating controls to fit your
lifestyle. Set the timer to come on just
before you wake up and to go off just
after you get into bed. If you are in
and out during the day, try to set the
timing controls to come on just before
you arrive home.
• Eat well. Food is a vital source of
warmth, so you should eat regular
hot meals, which are low in
saturated fat and salt.
• Check heaters and boilers are
working properly and that they have
been recently serviced.
• Check room temperatures. The ideal
room temperature is 18- 21°C.
• Try to keep active. Moving around
will keep you warmer and reduce
the risk of a blood clot.

We operate Chichester Careline, a 24 hour
lifeline service located in Chichester. Our
service is here to help you to live independently
and safely. We’ve been open for nearly 30
years and since then, we’ve provided our
services 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. Our
highly trained staff know the area well and
are here to offer you a first class service.
Regardless of the time – day or night – they
are ready to answer your call.
We offer a variety of solutions that can be
tailored to your specific needs. They are all
simple to use and the basic pendant can be
worn around your wrist. We even offer a
mobile warden service, offering you a weekly
home visit. Our services mean that you can
continue to live in your own home, with the
peace of mind of knowing that we are there if
you need us at a touch of a button.
Our latest technology means that you can
access our help when you are out and
about. The Mindme device is very small and
discreet and can be attached to your house
keys. You can press the button and talk to
us if you are not feeling well and we can
locate you using specialist technology
(GPS). This means that we can get a family
member, or even the emergency services, to
reach you when you need help.
To find out more about how we can support
you, or a loved one, please call 01243 778688,
email chichestercareline@chichester.gov.uk
or visit www.chichestercareline.org.uk

www.chichester.gov.uk

• Warm homes discount
If you are eligible, this provides you
with up to £140 discount on your
electricity bill. https://www.gov.uk/
the-warm-home-discount-scheme/
overview or contact your energy
supplier to find out eligibility
• Winter fuel payment
You could get between £100 and £300
tax-free to help pay your heating bills
if you were born on or before 5 July
1952. If you are claiming the state
pension, you should receive this
automatically. https://www.gov.uk/
winter-fuel-payment/overview or call
0845 915 1515
• Cold weather payment
You may get a cold weather payment
if you’re getting certain benefits.
Depending on the temperature, you’ll
get a payment of £25 for each 7 day
period of very cold weather between 1
Nov and 31 March. https://www.gov.
uk/cold-weather-payment/overview
Alternatively, contact your local job

centre or pension centre for further
information.
• Energy efficiency grants
There are a variety of schemes
available. For free and impartial
advice call the Energy Saving Trust
on 0300 123 1234 or email energyadvice@est.org.uk
You can also ask your energy supplier
about their Priority Service Register,
and what this free service provides if
you are eligible.
Also, make sure that you are getting the
best price for your fuel and energy by
visiting comparison sites such
as www.uswitch.com
or 0800 051 5493.

Free home energy visit
Are you on a low income, aged 60+, or disabled?
If so, you could be eligible for a FREE Home Energy Visit.
The service could provide you with:
• energy advice;
• information about keeping warm and healthy in your home;
• energy saving devices; and,
• information on how to save on your energy bills.
Please contact info@arunwellbeing.org.uk, 01903 737862
or info@chichesterwellbeing.org.uk, 01243 521041 to book
an appointment or find out more.
For more information go to www.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk

www.chichester.gov.uk

We offer free, friendly advice and support
and can help you or your loved one to
improve your health and wellbeing.
Whether you want to lose weight, stop
smoking, reduce your intake of alcohol,
eat healthier, get fitter, or want help
managing a health problem – such as
diabetes – we can help.
Simply book a free appointment with one
of our Wellbeing Advisers to discuss the
options available to you, or book onto one
of these three programmes:
• First steps to fitness – a 12 week
programme that will support you to
become more active with the help of a
First Steps to Fitness Consultant at one
of the council’s leisure centres.
• Wellbeing Weight Loss Workshops –
a 12 week weight loss programme
running across the district for adults
focusing on healthy eating, nutrition
and education about food.
• Healthy Cooking Groups – these are
free courses across the district at
various times and venues that help
people to cook and eat a healthy
balanced diet.
Please contact Chichester Wellbeing on
01243 521041, email info@
chichesterwellbeing.org.uk or visit www.
chichesterwellbeing.org.uk to book or for
more information.
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Are you dreaming
of a green Christmas?
NEW waste and
recycling calendar

We create a lot of rubbish at
Christmas, but please remember
that most of it can be recycled.
We’ve included this cut out and
keep table to remind you of what
you can and can’t recycle.

You can now print out your personalised
waste and recycling calendar for 2015
by visiting www.chichester.gov.uk/
wastecollectioncalendar. Just enter your
postcode or the first line of your address
and press ‘Submit’. If you don’t have
access to a computer and need further
help, please call 01243 534619, and one
of our staff will send a copy out to you.

Cut out and keep

We are hoping to expand the list of items
that we can collect next year and so please
look out for future updates. However,
please refer to this list over the Christmas
period.

Keep it dry
this winter

Yes please

No thank you

Paper & cardboard

Shredded paper

Glass bottles & jars

Drinking glasses, Pyrex, crockery or
ceramics

Plastic bottles only

Other plastics

Empty metal cans & aerosols

Margarine tubs, yogurt pots, food trays,
bottle tops, plastic wrappers, carrier bags

Paper food & drink cartons

Food leftovers / residue

Clean aluminium foil

Clothes, shoes or textiles

When it’s wet and windy outside,
the last thing we may be thinking
about is whether our recycling is
protected from the elements.
But soggy paper and cardboard can
cause problems when it comes to
recycling our household waste.

✂

Small pieces of glass from bottles can
stick to the wet paper, which means
they cannot be recycled and they may
clog the sorting machinery.

Batteries

Christmas & New Year
bin collection dates
This year, your collection dates will not change in the week leading up
to Christmas (starting Monday 15 December).
Within the table below we have highlighted the collection days that will be affected over
the Christmas and New Year period and when you can expect your bins to be collected.
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The best of all worlds
at Graylingwell Park

Normal
Collection Day

Christmas
week

New Year
week

Post New Year
week

Return to
normal
collection

Monday

Mon 22 Dec

Tues 30 Dec

Tues 6 Jan

Mon 12 Jan

Tuesday

Tues 23 Dec

Weds 31 Dec

Weds 7 Jan

Tues 13 Jan

Wednesday

Weds 24 Dec

Fri 2 Jan

Thurs 8 Jan

Weds 14 Jan

Thursday

Sat 27 Dec

Sat 3 Jan

Fri 9 Jan

Thurs 15 Jan

Friday

Mon 29 Dec

Mon 5 Jan

Sat 10 Jan

Fri 16 Jan

www.chichester.gov.uk

• Discover our exciting
collection of new
2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom
homes

This is easy to avoid, and by taking a
few steps we can all ensure that our
recycling efforts aren’t ruined.

• Our range includes
beautifully refurbished
period apartments
and stylish, modern
detached homes

Most importantly, this means making
sure our recycling is kept dry by not
over-filling our recycling bins.

• Just over 1 mile from
Chichester city centre
and 9 miles to West
Wittering Beach‡

If your recycling bin is full, why not wait
for the next collection before adding
excess paper or card. Alternatively, you
can take additional items to your local
Household Waste Recycling Site.
To create extra space, make sure
cardboard boxes and packaging are folded
flat. Aluminium cans also be flattened.
Please don’t tie up recycling in a plastic
bag or squash it all into a box. Items
should always be placed loose into the
recycling bin so that materials can be
sorted by the specialist machinery.
If you find you regularly have too much
recycling to fit in your bin, please
contact us.
Please visit www.recycleforwestsussex.
org or call 01243 642106 to find out more.

• Ask about Help to Buy*
or Part Exchange†

CHICHESTER

Connolly Way,
off College Lane PO19 6PQ
2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes
from £265,000

Marketing Suite and Show Homes
open daily 10am – 5pm

0844 417 5632

lindenhomes.co.uk/graylingwell

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT. Credit is secured against your

home. Photograph shows a typical Linden home at Graylingwell Park. Interior may include optional upgrades or extras available at additional cost. *Subject to status, Help to Buy Terms & Conditions and available on
selected properties in England only. Eligible applicants will be offered an equity loan up to a maximum of 20% of the purchase price (based on the open market value). Applicants are required to fund at least 80% of
the purchase price by means of a conventional mortgage, savings/deposit where required. The equity loan is provided by the HCA and held as a second charge. This offer is not available in conjunction with any other
promotion. Full details will be provided on request. †On selected homes only. Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. ‡Distances approximate. Price and details
correct at time of going to press.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Be prepared

Helping to protect our district from flooding

If you think that you or your
community is at risk of flooding,
there are lots of things that you
can do to prepare.

Meet David Lowsley, who has been helping to protect our district from flooding and erosion for the past 39 years!

• Introduce a door guard or drop-in
barrier across the gateway.
• Protect your airbricks.
• Fit water resistant door and window
frames.
• Use waterproof paint and sealant on
the exterior.
• Produce a Flood Action Plan with your
village or local community.
• Keep an eye on local ditches to make
sure that they are not blocked.
• Keep a supply of sandbags or flood
sacks. You can find a list of suppliers at
www.chichester.gov.uk/emergencies
• Create a ready bag, with key items or
documents you may need in a hurry.
• Let your insurance company know if you
make any changes to your property
because they may give you a discount.

David Lowsley

David is a Senior Engineer who, along with
his colleague Dom Henly, is used to being
called out at various times of the day and
night to respond to our unpredictable
weather. If there’s any risk of flooding or
damage to our coastline, David will be
called in to help plan our response.
West Sussex County Council has overall
responsibility for flood and surface water
management and the Environment Agency
is responsible for rivers and tidal flooding.
Our role is an advisory one for land
drainage, while also managing nine miles
of ‘open’ coastline and acting as Coast
Protection Authority for an additional 25
miles of Chichester harbour frontage.
“Last winter was the wettest on record.
The key difference from other years is
that we had prolonged rainfall over an
extended period and so it was challenging.
Greater problems arose from the repeated
storms that meant our beaches were
unable to recover as they normally would,”
says David.
“Our weather conditions seem to be
getting much worse and rainfall is
generally becoming far more intense and
more frequent.
“After the floods in 2000, Chichester
District Council and the Environment
Agency encouraged parishes to produce
village flood plans. These included
identifying the most vulnerable people in
a village and identifying who needs to do
what in an emergency. The more prepared
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Grants
we all are, the better able we will be to
deal with the severe weather we have
been experiencing and so now would be
a good time for parishes to revisit and
update their plans.”
After the flooding of the River Lavant in
1993/94, David has seen the area’s flood
defences go from strength to strength.
“Both the Lavant Alleviation Scheme and
the Medmerry realignment, carried out by
the Environment Agency, have made a big
difference. When groundwater levels are
so high, they threaten the city. The Lavant
scheme safely allows excess water to
resume its natural path to the sea at Pagham
Harbour. The Medmerry realignment scheme
meant that the risk to Selsey and the
caravan parks was managed without any
recorded flooding. Without the scheme
in place last winter I believe we would have
experienced considerable damage, costs
and disruption,” adds David.

Who is responsible for
land drainage?
As the rainy season fast approaches,
it is important to make sure that all
watercourses throughout the district are
kept clear of obstructions. This can help
reduce the risk and impact of flooding
incidents, which can have a negative
impact on our communities.
It is a common misconception that we own
and maintain the watercourses within the

www.chichester.gov.uk

district. The main rivers are managed by
the Environment Agency. However, all
other ditches and ordinary water courses
are the responsibility of the landowner.
If you own land adjoining any type of
watercourse, the likelihood is that you are
considered to be a legal owner. You are
presumed to own the land up to the centre
of any watercourse adjacent to your land,
even if it is the other side of a boundary
fence or shrubs, unless it is specifically
owned by someone else. You may be
surprised to know that only two per cent of
all roadside ditches are the responsibility of
West Sussex County Council and if you own
property fronting a roadside ditch you are
likely to be responsible for its maintenance.
If you do have responsibility for a
watercourse, you need to make sure that it
is able to flow without obstruction; and
that bed, banks and structures (including
any pipework) are kept clear of silt, debris
and obstructive vegetation.
“If water is restricted it can cause big
problems,” says David Lowsley. “Preventing
this can be as simple as cutting weeds out
of a ditch or watercourse. It is often the
case that a combination of seemingly minor
improvements will make a huge difference
when we experience bad weather.”
West Sussex County Council has overall
responsibility for flood and surface water
management and this includes the power
to take legal action against any land
owners who are not managing their

watercourses. However, on a local level we
have an advisory role; provide drainage
consent on behalf of the County Council
and make sure any works that are carried
out in the area are properly constructed.

Who is responsible for what?
Landowners – are responsible for
maintaining any watercourse or ditch
that sits on or next to their land.
Environment Agency – manage the
main rivers and tidal flooding.
Chichester District Council – provide
land drainage advice and consent on
behalf of WSCC.
West Sussex County Council – has
overall responsibility for flood and
surface water management.

Caring for the coastline
The council has a coastal shoreline
management plan and coastal defence
strategy to help it protect properties behind
the beaches that it manages. The council
recognises the importance of helping to
protect the communities that are situated
close to the beach and so over £1 million is
being invested to protect our coastline over
a five year period. The programme is based
upon extensive studies and the expertise of
specialist engineers and is approved and
funded by the Government.

The management of beaches is a complex
process as David explains,
“The levels of shingle on the beach are
measured every six months and the council
closely monitors any changes in order to
identify trends. We also inspect our coast
protection structures every three months
and taken together. This means that we can
identify where to carry out works and
increase the level of protection.”
“We are regularly monitoring, and adapting
to the situation because the weather is so
unpredictable,” adds David.

Keep in touch
You can sign up to receive free flood
alerts and flood warnings direct from
your telephone, mobile, email, or fax,
from the agency. To register call 0845
988 1188 or visit www.environmentagency.gov.uk/floodline. You can also
report flooding by telephoning the
Environment Agency Incident hotline
on 0800 807060.

Following the flooding earlier this year,
the Government created a grant scheme
to help homeowners and businesses that
had been flooded between December
2013 and March 2014. This was to help to
introduce measures that would minimise
the impact of any future floods – rather
than paying for general repairs.
The council has also supported many
local businesses that were affected by
the floods. Dozens of pieces of office
furniture were donated to businesses
affected by the bad weather, after the
council downsized its headquarters.
The Economic Development team has
been providing advice and support, as
well as helping businesses to apply for
grants. This includes helping Selsey
fishermen get back to work after their
equipment was damaged in the winter
storms. The funding will assist this
important sector which is worth more
than £1.5 million to the local economy.

In severe weather we will provide
regular updates and important
information on our:
• website www.chichester.gov.uk/
emergencies
• Facebook page www.facebook.
com/chichesterdistrictcouncil
• Twitter page @ChichesterDC

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Call 01243 696006
for a FREE quotation
NEW CHICHESTER STORE NOW OPEN at Chandler Road (off Terminus Road).
WE OFFER: · Expert roofing advice · FREE quotations · FREE delivery

Andy Ifould

MS Roofing Supplies are a leader in
supplying roofing materials and tools
throughout the south of England.

Andy’s father (far right)

We supply pitched and flat
roofing and reclaimed tiles.

It’s bin a long time!

T: 01243 696006 E: chichester@msroofingsupplies.co.uk
www.msroofingsupplies.co.uk

When council Cleansing Manager, Andy Ifould, was born in the cottages in the depot
at Westhampnett Road, Chichester, little did he know that one day he would be
working within sight of his birthplace.

Andy’s links to the depot go back two
generations: his maternal grandfather
worked for the city’s isolation hospital in
the gardens and lived in the old
Workhouse Master’s cottage, which was
demolished in the 1950s and replaced with
two cottages.
In 1945 Andy’s father started working at
the depot, and had the glamorous job of
clearing the cesspits in Chichester’s rural
areas. He met Andy’s mum – ‘They first
met literally over the ash heap!’ says Andy
- because she lived in one of the depot
cottages. They stayed there after they got
married, and just a few years later Andy
was born at the cottage.
At the age of 26, Andy followed his father
into the refuse trade, starting off as a
refuse collector in 1978. Andy was recently
presented with a Long Service Award by
the council for 35 years’ service and says
he has seen many changes in that time.
The biggest difference was the sheer
physicality and dirty nature of the job, as
Andy explains: “It was a lot grubbier in
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those days. We had four-wheel dustcarts
and everything was hand loaded into the
trucks. In the 1960s and 1970s the bins
were metal because of the ashes from
people’s fires. The standard issue bin was
28lbs (about 12 kilos) on its own. When it
was filled up with rubbish and ashes you
had to lift it onto your shoulder and carry
it out. Many older dustmen would have
back problems because of all the lifting.”
“The bottoms of the bins used to get wet
and fall out so you’d get maggots falling
out and if it was wet they would run down
your shoulder. I remember one day in the
early 1980s, I had a guy with me, he picked
up a bin and walked out of a property in
West Wittering and a rat poked his head
out of the bin then ran off down the road
- from off his back!”
Today, thanks to sophisticated lorries, the
job is a lot cleaner and there is very little
manual lifting, while safety equipment has
improved significantly. Each day the depot
collects from an average of 11,000
properties each day, a huge increase from

www.chichester.gov.uk

when Andy first started. Today there are
many more cars on the road, so crews are
extra careful when on their rounds and
walking behind the lorries.
Andy’s role is a lot different from his first
rounds at the Bunn holiday camps. The
depot’s work involves a wide range of
activities which help to keep our beautiful
district looking clean and tidy: from refuse
collection to street cleansing, grounds
maintenance as well as public
conveniences and cemeteries.
Andy has always enjoyed his work and the
camaraderie with the crews and his close
family connections to the depot mean he
has a keen interest in its history.
“At one point I was working 50 metres
from where I was born and I thought,
‘you’ve gone a long way in your life!’ and it
is a slightly weird sort of thing I suppose,”
he says. “I liked working outdoors. I
started as a dustman and my life has
snowballed from there really – I’ve been
very happy.”

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Let your property
work for you
Our Homefinder Property Management Scheme is a
successful professional lettings agency, run by the
council to benefit both landlords and those needing
rented accommodation.

LET

your property
work for you

It provides a guaranteed monthly income to landlords with a
significantly discounted management fee, whilst helping people
who desperately need homes to access quality housing.
With over 3,000 people on our housing waiting list, there is always a
need for quality rented accommodation. This scheme not only helps
current landlords but also helps to bring empty properties back into
use through grants and advice.
The scheme has been running for the past two years and has made
a huge difference by helping to home over 220 households.
“This scheme offers a complete lettings service – ranging from
helping to find a tenant, to dealing with all of the paperwork and
day to day running of the property,” says Cllr Carol Purnell, our
Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning.
“We are one of only a handful of councils across the country that is
running a scheme such as this and it is making a real difference in
helping landlords find tenants and local people find quality housing.”
If you are interested in finding out more, including current landlord
testimonials please call 01243 534734, email lettings@chichester.
gov.uk or go to www.chichester.gov.uk/homefinder

Planning for the future of the district
As you will be aware, we have been planning for the future of the district by
producing a Local Plan that will cover the district, except those areas within
the South Downs National Park.

The Local Plan is one of the most important
documents for our district as it describes how
our towns and villages will develop over the
next 15 years. It offers a great opportunity to
propose jobs, homes and facilities of the right
type, in the right place and at the right time, to
benefit present and future generations. This
includes describing where houses, roads,
services and facilities will be best located.
The Government requires us to write a Local
Plan, based upon an increase in the number of
people living in the area. We can see that there is
a shortage of suitable homes; jobs that provide
high enough wages to buy a home; and
important facilities and services. Many people
cannot afford to live in this area, where they
work, and many younger people don’t look for
jobs here because they cannot afford the
housing costs. The Local Plan offers us the
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opportunity to try and address these issues. This
is our chance to work together to make sure that
our district has a bright future, with a strong
economy, and a thriving working age population.
By producing this plan we are showing that we
will accept change, but more importantly, that
we are in control of this change.
Thanks to your help, the plan has been
submitted to the Government and an
independent planning inspector carried out a
full examination of the plan in October /
November. We are now waiting to hear if the
plan can be adopted and will provide you
with a more detailed update in our Spring
issue of initiatives. If you want to find out
more about the Local Plan and find out the
latest news, please visit www.chichester.gov.
uk/newlocalplan or email planningpolicy@
chichester.gov.uk

