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Welcome to the spring issue of initiatives!
acceptance as the Local Plan sometime
during the autumn of 2014.
We really would like you to spend some
time reading through this draft document
and letting us have your views on any part
of the plan on which you personally have
a view that you would like to share.
On that note, it is always good to receive
feedback on what we do at Chichester
District Council. We’d like to thank all
those people who’ve sent in contributions
to the magazine. Unfortunately, we can’t
always include them – but we always try.

I am sure that we all agree that
Chichester and its surrounding
district is a pretty good place to
live and it’s important that we do
our best to keep it this way.
A great deal of work has recently been
carried out by the staff and Members of
the council with the help of consulting
advisers in preparing what is to be known
as the Local Plan. This is a vitally important
framework plan setting out policies for
future development of housing, transport,
factories and commercial premises,
agriculture and horticulture as well as
other important matters which will affect
all our lives during the forthcoming fifteen
years. This draft Local Plan will be
published on the council’s website on
Friday 22 March in anticipation of its final

The magazine is packed with interesting
articles, from the new community car
club to telling you about the latest
developments at Chichester Careline.
We have an update on the construction of
the new Midhurst community and leisure
centre. For those of you who have passed
by the site recently you’ll have seen that
work is progressing well and it is starting
to take shape.
In this issue we also have a message from
the Chairman of the South Downs
National Park Authority, Trevor Beattie.
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Since Christmas I have been thinking
about getting into shape. If you feel the
need, why don’t you go one better and
join a course at Westgate Leisure
Chichester or Bourne and really get fit for
the summer. I may just see you there!
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Offering you
value for money

Homeowners
able to access
funds for home
improvements

If you are a Band D taxpayer we charge
you just £2.66 a week for Chichester
District Council’s services*. This is less
than most of the individual shopping
items in your trolley! Offering you quality
services that are value for money is one
of our key aims.

We are working with Parity
Trust, a local community
finance company, to provide
a scheme which allows
homeowners to apply for
finance to allow them to
repair or adapt their property.

You come into contact with our work every
day. We provide over 80 services, which
are delivered to you over a 24 hour period.
We empty your bins, check food hygiene
standards, licence taxis, clean your streets,
look after the coastline, care for our parks
and open spaces, and provide support and
reassurance to the vulnerable.
We have always kept your council tax as
low as possible and for the past two years
we have frozen it. Over the past few years
we have worked really hard to make major
savings to cope with cuts to our Government
funding. This was so that we could minimise
any impact on you and continue to provide
you with quality services. This means that
our council tax charge is one of the lowest in
the country and the lowest district / borough
council tax charge in Sussex.
We have recently been informed by the
Government that they intend to reduce
our grant by 12.4% in April, and a further
12.5% in 2014-15. The Government
recognises the impact this will have on a
low charging authority such as ours and
so it has provided us with greater freedom
on how we determine our council tax rate.
In response to this, we have increased the
average (Band D) council tax bill slightly,
by an extra 10p a week.

This is important, because if the council does
not respond to the situation now, the impact
on residents could be greater in the future.
The highest charging district / borough in
Sussex in the last financial year charged the
average taxpayer £5.27 a week – which is
more than double what we charged (£2.56
a week). Even with the 10p increase, our
average charge is £2.66, which still means
that our charges are the lowest among the
district and borough councils in Sussex.

number known as the council tax base. This
gives us the council tax for band D, with the
other bands calculated as a proportion of this.

We always aim to use resources wisely
and make sure that we spend money on
services that matter to you. We also work
closely with our partners to make sure
that you are receiving value for money. We
are doing this in a number of ways, from
buying together, to sharing services.

Business rates

*Please note that a small number of the
council’s services charge. For example, for
the use of our leisure facilities.

How your council tax is distributed
(based on a Band D taxpayer):
Chichester
District
Council
9%

“We have always managed our taxpayers’
money wisely, says Cllr Tony Dignum,
Cabinet Member for Finance at Chichester
District Council.
“This includes making major savings, in
order to respond to cuts in Government
funding, while also freezing the council
tax for the past two years. However,
we’ve reached a point where we need
to review our council tax rates. Our
charges are some of the lowest in the
country, and they are the lowest district /
borough council tax charges in Sussex –
offering excellent value for money. We
are uncertain about future Government
funding and if we don’t steadily increase
rates now, we are concerned that the
impact on our taxpayers could be far
greater further down the line.
“By increasing the average taxpayer’s bill
by 10p a week, it will help us to continue
to protect the most vulnerable in the
district; protect key services; and invest
the New Homes Bonus into areas in the
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district where new developments are built.
We have also promised to protect parish
councils from the budget implications of
the revised Council Tax Support Scheme
in the next financial year.

Commissioner for Sussex and roughly 3%
goes to parish councils. Each authority
makes its own decisions about its council
tax increases independently.

www.chichester.gov.uk

The Police and
Crime Commissioner
for Sussex 9%
Average Parish 3%
West Sussex
County Council
79%

If you use a building, or part of a building,
to run a business, you will pay business rates.
Although we collect business rates, most
of this money goes directly to Government.
A small proportion of this money (about
5%) is retained by the district council to
supplement the government funding.

Help us to save money
If you pay your council tax or business
rates by direct debit, you are helping us to
save money. The payment method is simple,
secure and helps us to reduce costs.
You can also pay:
• online at www.chichester.gov.uk; or
• by post – by following the instructions
on your bill.
For more information on how to pay by
direct debit, or other payment methods,
please contact us on 01243 534501 (council
tax) or 01243 534504 (business rates).

Contact details
“We know that times are hard for everyone,
but we believe that our taxpayers will
understand why we are proposing this
modest increase. This will both strengthen
our finances and help us to protect our
services at a time of great uncertainty.”
We collect your council tax, but this is
then distributed to a number of public
services. Our share amounts to around
9% of the amount you pay each year. This
is equivalent to £2.66 per week if you are
a Band D taxpayer. Of the 91% remaining,
79% goes to West Sussex County Council,
about 9% goes to the Police and Crime

How do you work out my
council tax?
The Valuation Office places your property
into a band. This depends on the value of
your property. If you think your home is in
the wrong band, you should contact the
Valuation Office. For more information, call
03000 501501, or visit www.voa.gov.uk/
corporate/index.html
To work out the amount for each tax band, we
divide the amount of council tax required by a

West Sussex County Council
Tel: 01243 642113
Email:
county.treasurer@westsussex.gov.uk
Chichester District Council
Tel: 01243 785166
Email: finance@chichester.gov.uk
The Police and Crime
Commissioner for Sussex
Tel: 01273 481561
Email: spcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk

www.chichester.gov.uk

The Home Trust Loan scheme can be
used to finance eligible works ranging
from roof repairs and boilers to
bathroom adaptations.
A Kirdford couple contacted our
housing team as they had numerous
jobs around the house which needed
to be carried out including roof repairs.
Unfortunately, they did not have
enough savings to cover the cost of
the works. After an initial chat we
suggested that a Home Trust Loan
was the best way for them to obtain
the finance they required. After Parity
Trust assessed the case, a loan of
£9,500 was approved. This paid for
a new roof and the replacement of
old metal windows with new double
glazed windows.
Nick Webb, Home Trust Loan Manager,
says: “We are keen to make sure
homeowners know that these secured,
low rate loans are available. We are
sensible lenders and carry out a
full financial review and once this is
completed, we work with the client to
decide the best option for them.”
For details about the loan, visit
www.hometrustloan.org.uk or call
02392 375921 to speak to a home
loans officer.
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STOP PRESS –

Meet the people

Making it easier for
you to park

behind the scenes
At the council we are proud of our staff. Each one is dedicated to providing
you with the best service possible. Unfortunately, we can’t mention all of
them, but here’s just a few of those working behind the scenes.

Working through the night

Helping people find homes

Meet Brenda – she’s the manager of
our Chichester Careline service. Her
team runs the service 24 hours a day,
every single day of the year. They not
only act as a lifeline to vulnerable
people, but they also take the
emergency out of hours calls for the
council during the night.

This is Mark. He helps people to
find private rented accommodation.
He works with landlords and
tenants, linking the two together.

Our early birds

Andy

Andy Ifould’s team at the Depot are
already out and about on the streets
of the district at 6am, making sure that
your roads are clean; that your waste
and recycling is collected; and that our
parks and gardens look stunning.

Helping to prepare you for
the day ahead
Kevin McCoy’s team opens Westgate
Leisure Chichester at 6am and
Bourne at 7am and they stay open
until 10.30pm most nights. Many
of you visit us for an early swim or
workout, before work.
Kevin

Improving hygiene standards
Ian Brightmore is our Health
Protection Manager. Ian’s team
goes out and checks any business
selling or preparing food, as well
as appropriate hygiene standards
in such businesses as tattooists!
Remember you can check food rating
scores by visiting our website.
Ian

Rescuing dogs
Viv is one of our Dog Control Officers.
She is out and about every day
rescuing dogs, and encouraging
people to clean up after their dogs.

Processing your planning
application
Sam runs the team that processes
all of your planning applications.
There is never a quiet moment!!

Sam

Keeping our parks and
gardens beautiful
Meet Andy. He manages our parks
and green spaces – supporting
wildlife, encouraging sport and
recreation and providing beautiful
gardens for residents and visitors
to enjoy.

Andy

100%
Part Exchange
available†

Supporting businesses
George and Guy provide business
support to all our local businesses
across the district – all 303 square
miles of it!

Putting the community
at the centre of everything
we do
Dave Hyland works with
community organisations across
the district, finding ways that we
can work together to improve our
local communities. He helps them
achieve their aims and often guides
them through the complexities
of government structures and
responsibilities!

You can find out more about our services by visiting www.chichester.gov.uk ;
www.facebook.com/ChichesterDistrictCouncil ;
www.twitter.com/ChichesterDC ; or calling 01243 785339.
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Part Exchange to
your perfect location

Five of our car parks now have
chip and pin facilities, meaning
that you can now pay by credit
/ debit card. This facility is
available in East Pallant,
Northgate, Cattle Market,
Little London and Bosham.

Mark

Brenda

Viv

WINNER 2012 – WHAT HOUSE AWARDS BEST LARGE HOUSEBUILDER | BUILDING AWARDS HOUSEBUILDER OF THE YEAR

www.chichester.gov.uk

• Ideally located just over a mile from
Chichester city centre, with banks,
doctors, schools and leisure facilities
• Bus No. 50 runs to the city centre –
every 30 minutes*
• Around 10 miles from the beach at West
Wittering and the heart of the Sussex Downs

George
and Guy

• High speciﬁcation throughout, including
modern fully integrated kitchens

Dave

CHICHESTER
Connolly Way, off College Lane PO19 6PQ
2 bedroom apartment from £285,000
2 bedroom refurbished apartments from £325,000
3 & 4 bedroom townhouses from £410,000

Marketing Suite and Show Homes
open daily 10am – 5pm

0844 417 5632

lindenhomes.co.uk/graylingwell

QR scan me now

*Timetable: stagecoachbus.com. †On selected homes only. Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Not available in conjunction with any other oﬀer.
Prices correct at time of going to press. Computer Generated Image shows an interior at Graylingwell Park. Photographs show homes at Graylingwell Park.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Need further help?
Give our benefits team a call to
find out more on 01243 534509,
email benefits@chichester.gov.uk
or go to www.chichester.gov.uk/
changestobenefits
We can also provide you with a
more detailed newsletter.

welfare reform
newsletter

Benefits are
changing

Benefits are changing

New rules introd
uced by the Gover
April 2013 there
nment mean that
will be changes
housing benefi
to benefits, includ from
t and
ing
you will find detai council tax benefit. In this
newsletter
ls on how these
and your famil
changes could
y.
affect you

What can I do if I’m affected
by this change?

From 1 April 2013 housing benefit for
‘working age’ people who live in council
or housing association properties (i.e. in
the social sector) is changing. Working age
means anyone under 61 on 1 April 2013.

If you receive, or are thinking of claiming
housing benefit, or thinking of moving
home, you need to consider this
change before you renew or make a
new tenancy agreement.

What’s changing?
The Government intends to bring benefit
calculations in the social sector in line with
the private sector. They are introducing a
new ‘size’ criteria, which will restrict the
size of accommodation for which you can
receive housing benefit, based on the
number of people in your household.
Your housing benefit will be reduced by:
• 14% if you have one extra bedroom; or,
• 25% if you have two or more extra
bedrooms.
How are bedroom needs decided?
The size criteria allows one bedroom for:
• every adult couple (married or unmarried);
• any other adult aged 16 or over;
• any two children of the same sex aged
under 16;
• any two children under the age of 10;
• any other child (other than a foster child
or whose main home is elsewhere); and,
• a carer (or team of carers) who do not
live with you but provide you or your
partner with regular overnight care.
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It is important that you start to consider
what your options might be now and,
where necessary, contact our benefits
team or your landlord.
Can I move to a smaller home?
Many housing associations will help you
access a smaller home. The new size criteria
for benefit will bring a greater financial
reason to downsize. If you are considering
this option, you will need to contact your
landlord to discuss this further.
What about Discretionary
Housing Payments (DHP)?
Discretionary Housing Payments (DHP)
can be claimed if you receive housing
benefit, but are finding it difficult to pay
the rest of the rent yourself.
Although the DHP budget for local authorities
has been increased, we expect there will
be a huge increase in demand for this, due
to the changes in housing benefit.
If you live in the district, the process of
applying for a DHP will remain the same.
However, these payments should not be
relied upon as a long-term solution.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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under the age
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(other than a foster
child or whose
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elsewhere); and,
• a carer (or team
of carers) who
do not
live with you but
provide you or
your
partner with regular
overnight care.

New rules introduced by the Government mean that from
April 2013 there will be changes to benefits, including
housing benefit and council tax benefit. If you currently
claim benefits it is important that you understand how
these changes could affect you and your family.
Housing benefits in
the social sector

Your housing benefit
will be reduced
by:
• 14% if you have
one extra bedroom
or,
;
• 25% if you
have two or more
extra
bedrooms.
How are bedroom

What can I do
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home, you need
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Housing benefit –
Local Housing Allowances

Housing benefit cap
From April 2013, the Government will put a
limit on the amount of benefit that working
age people can receive. This change will
start in four pilot areas from April, and
will extend to the rest of the country over
the summer. The changes aim to make
things fairer for working families, and will
not affect those who are eligible to claim
working tax credits. This will be done by
making sure that those out of work do not
receive greater welfare benefits than those
who are in work.
There will be a maximum total benefit
entitlement of:
• £500 per week for couples or single
parents with children; or,
• £350 a week for single people.
What affect will this have?
From April 2013, housing benefit may go
down to make sure that the total amount
of your benefit is not more than the
maximum level identified. You may have to
use money from your other benefits to pay
towards the rent for your home.
Will this affect me?
If the cap applies to you, you should have
received a letter from the Department for
Work and Pensions (DWP) telling you this.
You can contact the DWP directly on 0835
6057064 (text phone 0845 6088551). This
helpline is open from 8am to 6pm.

From April 2013, Local Housing Allowances
will rise each April in line with the Consumer
Price Index (CPI), rather than by reference
to local rental rates. The CPI figure excludes
housing costs and rental inflation and so this
runs at a much lower rate.

Council Tax Reduction
In April 2013, the national council tax
benefit scheme, which assists people
on low incomes pay their council tax,
will be replaced by a localised support
scheme. This scheme will be called
‘Council Tax Reduction’.
Local authorities can implement schemes
they feel are appropriate for those
of working age in their communities.
However, the Government has introduced
separate rules for those who are of
pension age to make sure that they are
protected from the changes.
In the Chichester District we have made the
decision that no existing claimant of council
tax benefit will be worse off for the first year
of our local council tax reduction scheme.
However, we do need to make some minor
changes to simplify the administration of
the scheme to minimise costs.
From April 2013, the council will no longer
accept new claims for second adult rebate
for people of working age. If you already
receive this support, you will continue
to receive it until April 2014 unless your
circumstances change. Pensioners will
continue to receive this support.
The council will also introduce a minimum
amount of support for people of working
age from April 2013. The minimum amount
awarded will be £1 per week.

Personal Independence Payments
From April 2013, the Government is
introducing a new benefit called Personal
Independence Payment (PIP). This will
replace Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
for eligible working age people (aged
between 16 and 64).
What does this change mean?
The DLA will no longer be issued, even for
those who have a life time award. There will
be no automatic transfer from DLA to PIP.
Between October 2013 and March 2016,
the Department for Work and Pensions will
write to claimants already receiving DLA
and invite them to make a claim for PIP.
They will then be individually assessed
against the new entitlement criteria. PIP will
remain disregarded as an income for claims
to housing benefit and council tax support.

Universal credit
Universal credit aims to simplify the welfare
system by bringing all of your benefits
together into a single payment.
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financial reason
to
considering this downsize. If you are
option, you will
need
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Other useful contacts
The council’s Homemove team
01243 534734 or email
housingteam@chichester.gov.uk
The Citizens Advice Bureau
Bell House, Theatre Lane, Chichester
0844 477 1171
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
chichester@arunchichestercab.org.uk
Shelter
www.shelter.org.uk
Hyde (freephone)
0800 085 4195 or email
info@hydemartlet.co.uk
You can find out more information
about housing benefit at
www.direct.gov.uk/housingbenefit

It is a new benefit for people of working
age, designed to top up your income to a
minimum level. Universal credit will replace
benefits for people who are out of work and
tax credits for those people in work.
The first claims for universal credit will be
made in October 2013. If you are already
receiving benefit you will be automatically
transferred to the new system between
October 2013 and 2017. New claims for
housing benefit are due to end by April
2014. Instead, housing costs will be
claimed as part of universal credit. This will
include similar allowances and will usually
be paid to you monthly as part of your
universal credit payment. It will be your
responsibility to budget and pay your rent.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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The Local Plan
is vital
My view
Cllr Heather Caird,
Leader of Chichester District Council

The Local Plan is one of the most important documents for our
district as it describes how our communities will appear over
the next 15 years (except those areas within the South Downs
National Park). It offers a great opportunity to propose jobs,
homes and facilities of the right type, in the right place and
at the right time, to benefit present and future generations.
This includes describing where houses, roads, services and
facilities will be best located.
The Government requires us to write a Local Plan, based upon
an increase in the number of people expected to be living in
the area. We can see that there is a huge shortage of suitable
homes; jobs that provide high enough wages to buy a home;
and important facilities and services. Many people cannot
afford to live in this area, where they work, and many younger
people don’t look for jobs here because they cannot afford the
housing costs. The Local Plan offers us the opportunity to try
and address these issues. This is our chance to work together
to make sure that our district has a bright future, with a strong
economy, and a thriving working age population. By producing
this plan we are showing that we will accept change, but more
importantly, that we are in control of this change.

Planning for the future of the district
Planning affects all of our lives. It affects where we live, work and relax; where new shops
and community facilities are built; and it protects our historic buildings and environment.

We are currently working on a Local Plan that will shape how the
district develops over the next 15 years. This is based on research
and feedback that we have gathered over the past few years.
Before we send this to the Secretary of State for approval, we
want your thoughts.

How does the Local Plan impact on me?

It creates job opportunities and supports local business

The Local Plan is not just about planning – it’s about our future.

John Hall, from the West Sussex Growers’ Association,
recognises how important the Local Plan is in helping local
businesses to expand.

The Local Plan is not just about deciding where housing is built
in the future, it is also about:

Martina Jeffs and her family were able to move into a new
affordable home built especially for local residents. Martina grew
up in West Wittering, but never thought that she would be able to
afford to live there.

• protecting the character and beauty of the district;
• making it easier to move around the district safely and
conveniently;
• providing job and housing opportunities so that our children
can continue to work and live locally;
• supporting and helping to boost the local economy;
• helping our residents to maintain healthy and active lifestyles; and,
• making sure that we have adequate services, travel options
and community facilities.
Following the creation of the South Downs National Park Authority,
our Local Plan now covers the south of the district (Chichester, Tangmere,
Southbourne, Selsey, East Wittering and Bracklesham); and part of
the north-east (including the villages of Camelsdale and Hammer,
Kirdford, Loxwood, Plaistow and Ifold, and Wisborough Green).
The South Downs National Park Authority will create its own
plan for the towns and villages located within its boundaries. We
will work with them to make sure that the plans for both areas
complement one another. Details are on their website.
The Local Plan is a very detailed and technical document and so
we have provided an easy to read summary, as well as the full
version on our website. We would now like to hear your views.
Visit www.chichester.gov.uk/newlocalplan or call 01243 534571.
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It helps local people to stay local

“I’m over the moon with our house. I never thought I’d be able
to stay in the village as the house prices are so high here. Being
able to move into an affordable house has meant I can stay in the
village I grew up in and my daughter can grow up here too.
“The community has been extended with these new homes
and it will benefit the area. Affordable homes help bring some
people back to the area that may have been forced to move away
because of the lack of affordable housing. It means that the next
generation are going to the local school.”
It supports community facilities
The New Park Community and Arts Association Centre in Chichester
is one of a number of community facilities that has benefitted
from developers’ contributions. Rod Fennell, trustee and project
co-ordinator at the New Park Centre in Chichester, says: “We
received funding from developers’ contributions as part of the
overall funding package to upgrade our centre. As an independent
charity, major capital fund-raising is always a challenge. This extra
funding has allowed us to lever in more money and in doing so to
replace an outdated single-storey structure with a purpose-built
facility, much earlier than might otherwise have been the case. The
community are winners as a result.”

www.chichester.gov.uk

“The horticultural industry already employs around 5,000 people
in the local area and brings £500m into the local economy. It
supplies supermarkets across the country with high quality,
local produce that people can trust. The Local Plan will help us
to prepare for the future and consider how we can build on our
current success, which will benefit both the local economy and
local people.”

We also need more affordable housing. In the future there
will be no Government funding available for this. The only
way we can influence this is by requiring developers to deliver
a proportion of affordable homes within our plan. If we are to
encourage our young people to stay in the district, we need
to make sure that more houses of this type are available.
For each new home built, the Government will also give
the district a financial bonus. Some of this money will be
protected for those communities that deliver new homes.
It will be used to improve their local facilities, for example
the creation of a village hall or play area. In addition to this,
the Local Plan will require developers to pay an additional
amount for every property they build. This will also be
invested directly into the community.

The timetable
Spring 2013
We will be asking for your views
on the Local Plan between 22 March
and 3 May 2013.

Autumn 2013

You will have the opportunity to look at the revised
Local Plan before it goes to the Secretary of State. You will
be asked if it meets the Government guidelines.

Spring 2014

We will be submitting the Local Plan to the Secretary of State.

Autumn 2014

If we don’t write a plan, we will not have anything against
which we can test planning applications. If we reject a
development without good reason for doing so, most
developers will successfully appeal against the decision. The
district may still have to accommodate this development but
this may be in an unsuitable location. Also, without a plan,
developers will not have any obligation to pay towards the
delivery of existing and new local facilities.

This is when we expect the Local Plan to be adopted.

Any houses that are built will be in line with the number that
has been built in the district in the last 5 years – which is
around 395 units a year. The only difference is that we will be
highlighting the locations that have the capacity to grow.
There is not the option to stand still. Without the Local Plan
we will not be able to access vital funds to support our
communities. By controlling new developments we have the
opportunity to focus development in the most appropriate
locations. This is why it is incredibly important that we get
this piece of work right – and with your support I’m sure we
will achieve this.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Petworth House and Park
Night at the Museum

Thursday 16 & Friday 17 May, 5.30pm - 7.30pm

what’s on?
Venue codes and
useful numbers
CHC
Chichester Harbour
Conservancy (01243) 513275 or
www.conservancy.co.uk
for more information.
FRP
Fishbourne Roman Palace
(01243) 789829 or
http://bit.ly/eventsatfishbourne
GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
(01730) 816841 or
www.thegrange.org.uk

£7.50 per child, £5 per adult (includes snack and drink)
Call 01798 342207 for details.

EVERY WEEK OR SEASONAL
Traders Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester.
Every Wednesday and Saturday.
Farmers’ Markets 2013:
North & East Street, Chichester:
3 May; 17 May; 7 June.
Golden Square, Petworth: 27 April
North Street, Midhurst: 25 May
April until 16 June
R.B. Kitaj: Obsessions. Pallant House
Gallery. A comprehensive exhibition
of works by the post-war painter
from the 1960s onwards. PHG.

NOV
The Novium
(01243) 775888 or
www.thenovium.org

27 April
Mosaics in a Day. Sussex
Archaeological Society. Study the
original Roman mosaics to make a
unique design. FRP. 10am-4pm.

PHG
Pallant House Gallery
(01243) 774557

27 April
Indoor Car Boot. The Grange. GC.
10am-1pm.

WD
West Dean College
(01243) 818280 or
www.westdean.org.uk
WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum.
Enquiries (01243) 811348
or www.wealddown.co.uk
Tickets for a variety of events
are available from Chichester
Tourist Information Centre at
The Novium, Tower Street.
For more information contact
(01243) 775888.

28 April
Music on Sundays. Beethoven,
Janacek, Chopin, Debussy. 2.30pm.
Christ Church, Old Market Avenue.
Tickets: £10 at door or tel (01243)
527425.

3-6 May
A Sussex Sketchbook –
drawing course. West Dean
College. Learn to make the best
of your sketchbook for recording
observations and developing
visual ideas. At West Dean and on
location. WD.
3-6 May
Stained Glass for Beginners.
West Dean College. Learn the art
of stained glass as you design
your own square glass panel in a
weekend. WD.

For more information on these
and other events, contact
Chichester Tourist Information
Centre on 01243 775888.
While every effort has been made to make
sure the accuracy of this information is
correct, Chichester District Council cannot
accept responsibility for any errors, omissions
or inconvenience caused. We would advise
you to check the details with the organiser
before attending any of the events published.
Apologies to those people who will get the
magazine after some of the events listed.
The list runs from when the first deliveries
of ‘initiatives’ are made, but delivery to all
properties normally takes two weeks.
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after dark

See the house like never before; pop through picture frames and meet
some colourful characters. Booking essential on 01798 342207.

4 May
Wild Food in Spring. Chichester
Harbour Conservancy. Identify edible
plants, fruits and seeds along the
harbour shoreline and hedgerows
at Dell Quay. CHC. 2-4pm. Meet at
Harbour Education Centre, Dell
Quay. Booking essential.
4-6/11/12 May
Art Trail 2013. Chichester Open
Studios. Over 140 artists and
craftspeople will be opening their
studios for you to visit. www.
chichesterarttrail.org for details.

4-5 May
A Downs Dash. Dreams Come True.
A guided walk from Winchester to
Midhurst. Fee includes overnight
accommodation, meals and a
celebration drink and buffet upon
finishing. 8am-5pm. Meet outside
Winchester Cathedral. Tel 07717
533418 or www.dctc.org.uk for details.
6 May
Open Morning. Lavant House
Stables. Face painting, tractor rides
and free pony rides. 10am-1pm.
(01243) 530460 for more details.
10 May
Half day walk/pond dipping and
bug hunting. Chichester Natural
History Society. Have a go at pond
dipping and bug hunting at Brandy
Hole Copse. 10am. Meet at Willow
Pond. Tel (01243) 527014 or www.
chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org
for details.

10-12 May
Woodworking. West Dean College.
This intensive course will show
woodworkers how to get the best
from hand planes, old or new. WD.
11 May
Oving Village Scarecrow Day.
The Woodhorn Group. Follow the
scarecrow trail around the village
and vote for your favourite
scarecrow. 12-4pm. Oving Village.
Tel (01243) 539112 for details.
11 May
Just Walk. Organised by Across the
Divide. Raise funds for your chosen
charity in this breath-taking walk
over the picturesque South Downs.
Goodwood Racecourse, Chichester.
Visit www.acrossthedivide.com/
just-walk for details.
17 May
Museums At Night – Thief at the
bath house. Solve the mystery and
discover the thief hiding in the
Roman bath house. This is a
children’s event. NOV.
17 May
Museums At Night – Murder at the
bath house. A murder mystery for
adults set in Roman times. Can
anyone solve the mystery and
identify the culprit? NOV.
17 May
Train your Tastebuds – Wines
for summer drinking. West Dean
Gardens. A tutored tasting of wines

www.chichester.gov.uk

especially selected for summer
drinking. 6.30pm. The Auditorium,
West Dean Gardens. Tickets:
£10. (01243) 818210 or visit
www.westdean.org.uk for details.

17/18 May
The Museum at Night, Culture24.
Discover how the people who
dwelt there in the past would have
lived during the hours of dusk and
darkness. WDOAM. 8.30pm-11pm.
Tickets: £15. Bookable only.
18 May
Palace by Night. Sussex
Archaeological Society. Take a tour
of the palace by night. Booking
essential. FRP.
18 May
Monthly Market. The Grange. GC.
8.30am-2pm.
19 May
Steam on Sunday. Chichester Model
Engineers. Train rides behind a
selection of miniature steam and
diesel locomotives, Blackberry
Lane, Chichester. Further details at
www.cdsme.co.uk. Free admission
between 2pm-5pm.
19 May
Nobody Rides the Unicorn –
a puppet show. Crafted puppets,
original live music, lyrical words and
song and moments of unexpected
magic. Ages 4 and up. 3pm. The
Auditorium, West Dean Gardens.
Tel (01243) 818210 or visit
www.westdean.org.uk for details.
26 May
The 20th Century Musical. Music
on Sundays. Christ Church, Old
Market Avenue. Tickets: £10 at
door or tel (01243) 527425.
27 May
Myths and Music. Sussex
Archaeological Society. Allow your
imagination to run wild as we bring
the music and stories of the
ancient word back to the Roman
Palace. FRP. 10am-4pm.
27-31 May
Springtime Half Term Family
Activities. Learn about the natural
world and enjoy arts, crafts, games
and much more. WDOAM. 11am-4pm.
1 June
‘All That’s’ presents Crafts. The
Assembly Rooms. All That’s is
showcasing the very best of the
local crafters. 10am-4pm. Free entry.

nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth

Visit www.allthatsvintagecraftandgift.
vpweb.co.uk or tel 078 2701 9687
for details.
February until 2 June
Barbara Hepworth: Hospital
Drawings. Pallant House Gallery.
An exhibition of over 30 drawings
inspired by the operating theatre.
PHG
2 June
Haydn and Mozart. Consort of
Twelve. A programme of Haydn and
Mozart from the popular ensemble
of musicians. 6pm. Boxgrove Priory.
For tickets tel (01243) 371128.
2 June
Magnum Antiques Fair. GC.
9.30am-4pm.
9-30 June
Cycle Work Place Challenge (tbc).
10-12 June
Festival of Chichester Harbour
Walks. Annual celebration of
walking the paths of Chichester, a
varied terrain of shoreline,
countryside and communities. CHC
15 June
Murder on the Canal. Wey and Arun
Canal Trust. Solve the towpath
mystery from the comfort of your
boat. Visit www.weyandarun.co.uk
for details or tel 01403 752403
to book.
15 June
The Kingdom – Elgar. Concerts
by the Chichester Singers. Based
around the lives of Jesus’s disciples.
7.30pm, Chichester Cathedral.
Tickets: (01243) 572195 or
www.chichestertickets.co.uk
for details.
15 June
Oving Village Summer Fete. Stalls
include books, bric-a-brac, cakes/
produce, tombola, raffles and toys
for children. 2-4pm. Oving Village
Hall. Entrance fee 50p.
15-23 June
Bike week.
www.chichester.gov.uk/cycling
15 June
Monthly Market. The Grange. GC.
8.30am-2pm.
22 June
Family Crafternoon – Roman games.
What games did the Romans play?
Find out and make your own board
game. NOV.

Triathlon and Junior Aquathon return
Entries are open for this year’s Natures Way Foods
Chichester Triathlon and Junior Aquathon.
The Junior Aquathon will be on Saturday 20
July, while the Chichester Triathlon will take
place on Sunday 21 July.
The Junior Aquathon is for competitors
between eight and 16. It will start with a
swimming race at Chichester Westgate
Leisure, followed by a run around Chichester
College’s campus.
The main Triathlon event on the Sunday
consists of a 600m swim, 26 mile bike ride
and 6 mile run.

The closing date for entries is Friday 12 July
or sooner if the event is full.
To enter any of the events see www.
westgateleisure.co.uk or www.chichester.
gov.uk/sport. Alternatively, contact Westgate
Leisure Chichester on 01243 785651.
Plus, entries are also open for the Children on
the Edge Chichester Half Marathon on Sunday
13 October. See www.chichester.gov.uk/sport

Alongside the main Triathlon event, there will
be the Chichester Try a Tri event, which is a
shorter distance.

Win a family ticket

to Pallant House Gallery in Chichester
The family ticket covers two adults and up to four children.
In this magazine, which article is the most interesting or useful?
Write, with any other comments – good or bad – on a card and you
will be entered into the free prize draw. Even the postage is free!
The winner of our last competition lives in Tangmere.
Send entries to: Pallant House Gallery Competition, Corporate Information Team,
Freepost SCE1487, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1YQ.
All entries must be received by Friday 10 May 2013. Tickets are valid until Sunday 28 July 2013.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Choose Work
We are offering work
experience placements for
young people aged 18-24
to help them get into work.

Steve Hill

Talking about bones
at The Novium
Just like TV programmes like BBC’s Waking the Dead and Silent
Witness, The Novium recently got to grips with some of its own bones.

The museum ran a popular lecture series,
focusing on some of the human bones
in its collection. The series explored how
we can learn more about the realities and
experiences of people in the past:
• The Autopsy of Bones – The
examination of a skeleton to show how
we establish age, gender, sickness and
disease from bones alone.
• From Cemetery to Clinic – The results of
a ground breaking project using bones
from a medieval leper cemetery in
Chichester to help understand and treat
leprosy today.
• Sex and the Saxons: Early Evidence of
Syphilis – How the bones of one young
Saxon man has provided us with
evidence that Syphilis was present in the
UK as early as mid-6th century AD.
Chichester has the largest documented
leper cemetery in England, excavated
from the Hospital of St James and St Mary
Magdalene. The human remains from the
cemetery in the museum’s collection are
currently on loan to the University of
Bradford. Recently, the university received
funding enabling them to produce 3D
scans of the bones. These scans provide
an invaluable resource for clinical training
and research.
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Choose Work is an initiative set up
by Chichester in Partnership as part
of its ‘Get people into work’ strategy.
The project was awarded funding after
we successfully bid for money from the
Department for Work and Pensions.
The project involves us working in
partnership with Jobcentre Plus and
the ‘Get Britain Working’ campaign
to help young jobseekers build their
CVs and gain valuable experience in
order to find work.
We are also working with companies
in the Chichester District to encourage
them to provide placements.
The young people, who are referred
to us by Jobcentre Plus, undertake a
work experience placement with us
of between two to eight weeks. They
can still claim Jobseekers Allowance,
so they can get a proper stint in a
business, gain valuable experience
and get a decent entry on their CV. The
work experience co-ordinator can also
support local businesses to develop a
work experience programme.

The museum also cares for remains from
an Anglo-Saxon cemetery discovered at
Apple Down. These remains have been
used to research early evidence of syphilis.
They are also currently featuring as part
of a project with the University of Oxford,
mapping early human DNA in order to
better understand what happened to native
Britons after the arrival of the Saxons.
More events are planned for the rest of
the year. For more information please call
The Novium on 01243 775888, email at
thenovium@chichester.gov.uk or visit
www.thenovium.org

www.chichester.gov.uk

Councillor Myles Cullen, Cabinet
Member for Economy, Tourism and
Car Parks, says: “We are determined
to do everything we can to help
improve job opportunities for our
young residents and these work
placements will help them gain the
experience they need to build a
strong CV with references and in turn
secure a job. I would call on all local
businesses to get involved and offer
young people the chance to show
what they have to offer.”
Employers interested in offering
work experience placements
should contact Steve Hill, our Work
Experience Co-ordinator, by email
at shill@chichester.gov.uk or call
01243 534669 or 077110 17385.

The countdown begins

It’s less than a year until the new community and leisure centre opens in
Midhurst so we want to give you a brief update on what you can expect to see
over the coming months.
The building is now beginning to take shape and is progressing
well. At the beginning of the project we were told to expect that the
completion of the building around mid-November 2013. However,
due to bad weather and other technical issues, this has been put
back slightly. As soon as we have a clearer idea of the opening date,
we’ll let you know. However, we now expect this to be early 2014.
We can reassure you that the time between the closure of The
Grange Centre and the opening of the new multi million pound
community and leisure centre will be kept to a minimum. We met
with the clubs and organisations that use The Grange in January
to explain the process and start planning ahead for the move.
We always had an agreement with The Grange Centre Trustees that
the old building would close two weeks before the construction
of the new centre is completed. This was so that any current staff
moving across to the new centre can transfer before the completion
of the new building. Staff will receive training and help to equip and
clean the building prior to opening. The demolition of The Grange
Centre will follow, and provide this area with additional car parking
spaces and a redevelopment opportunity.
The Grange Centre Trustees were given a lease for up to two years
from 4 September 2012 so that they can continue to operate the
current facilities until two weeks before the new centre is complete.
This was arranged in order to minimise any disruption to the
customers of the current Grange Centre.

• a multi-purpose community hall, which can also
accommodate a further two badminton courts.
• community rooms.
• a health suite.
Chichester District Council is delivering the project in partnership
with West Sussex County Council, The Trustees of The Grange
Community Association, Midhurst Town Council and The
Monument Trust.
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Westgate Leisure Chichester our
Premier+ membership includes:
• Unlimited use of the gym facilities, sauna,
steam, spa’s, swimming, fitness classes
and racket sports at Westgate Leisure
Chichester

If you would like to be kept informed of the latest news and
offers, please email publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk quoting
‘Midhurst’. You can also visit the Midhurst Community Leisure
Centre web pages on our website, which contains regular updates
and newsletters. Updates are also posted on the council’s social
media sites. Alternatively, if you have any questions about the
project you can contact speyman@chichester.gov.uk

• Unlimited use of gym facilities, fitness
classes and tennis at Westgate Leisure
Bourne

The new centre will offer a range of services under one roof, including:
• a four court sports hall to meet Sport England standards.
• a fitness room, which will have the very latest fitness equipment.
• two squash courts and a squash viewing area.
• a dance studio with mirrors that will also be used
for fitness and community activities.
• a library operated by West Sussex County Council.
• male and female changing facilities located in two areas
of the centre.

• Unlimited use of gym facilities and tennis
courts

• Free parking
• No contractual tie-ins

Membership from £38.00 per month
Westgate Leisure Bourne offer
includes:

• All fitness classes including yoga, pilates
and aerobics
• No contractual tie-ins

Membership from as little as
£24.20 per month

www.chichester.gov.uk

l: 01243 785651 or visit
For more information cal
gateleisure.co.uk
our website www.west
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CONTEMPORARY CRAFT SHOW

DESIGNER MAKERS
OF CONTEMPORARY AND
TRADITIONAL CRAFTS

Helping you with
your historic building
planning queries
Barry Jackson

Neighbourhood Plans
Communities across the district have taken up the
chance to produce Neighbourhood Plans.
The plans were introduced by Government
in the Localism Act in November 2011.
They allow local people a greater influence
over planning their local areas.
Twelve of our local communities are
producing a Neighbourhood Plan:
• Birdham;
• Bosham
• Boxgrove;
• Kirdford;
• Loxwood;
• Lynchmere;
• Plaistow and Ifold;
• Selsey;
• Southbourne;
• Westhampnett;
• West Wittering; and
• Wisborough Green.
The plans can be used to:
• develop a shared vision for your
neighbourhood;
• make sure that opportunities exist
for local people to solve their own
local issues;
• make sure that the landscape and
character of villages is protected;
• allow parishes to have an influence
over the speed at which development
takes place in their area; and,
• give parishes the power to prevent
inappropriate developments that
risk spoiling the character of their
areas, while allowing smaller, more
appropriate developments that are
needed for local people.
The plans, when adopted, will have to be
taken into account when any development
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is proposed in the area. They must comply
with national planning policy, legislation
and strategic policies in the Local Plan,
and be backed by at least half of voters in
a local referendum and must contribute
towards the delivery of housing targets.
The group behind Boxgrove
Neighbourhood Plan hopes it will
help bring the village closer together.
They have set up action groups to
consider topics such as housing and
development, staying and feeling safe,
and sports leisure and public amenities.
Barry Jackson, Chairman of Boxgrove
Parish Council, who is leading the
Boxgrove Neighbourhood Plan project,
says: “When we had a public meeting last
May to talk about the plan we had 150
people turn up which was great. Among
the things we want to include in our plan
is planning for future housing needs, for
example that there are enough smaller
homes for people to downsize to so they
don’t need to move out of the parish.”
To find out about Neighbourhood Plans
see www.chichester.gov.uk. If you
would like to talk to a Planning Officer
about producing a Neighbourhood
Plan in your area please call Sue
Payne on 01243 534722 or email
spayne@chichester.gov.uk or Tracey
Flitcroft on 01243 534683 or email
tflitcroft@chichester.gov.uk.
If you live within the South Downs
National Park area and want to set up
a plan please contact the National Park
Authority on 0300 303 1053.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Parham House
and Gardens

22-23 June, 10.30am - 5.30pm
Parham Park, Storrington, near
Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 4HS
Ceramics

Printmaking

Enamelling

Quilt making

Chichester Ship Canal

Furniture

Silversmithing

Glass

Textiles

We offer pre-application advice
for work to historic buildings in
the district.

The Egremont operates four scheduled 75 minute
trips every day. Relax whilst listening to points of
interest and local wildlife on the canal.

Jewellery

Wood carving

Knitwear

Woodwork

Our Design and Implementation team can
advise homeowners on what to consider
when dealing with historic buildings,
conservation areas and archaeologically
sensitive sites in the district.

The larger Richmond boat can be hired for private
events. Our cruises provide a unique venue for a
party to celebrate your special occasion, birthday
or anniversary; whilst passing through pleasant
countryside with ever-changing scenery.

Leather

This pre-application advice can be a very
effective way to clarify what consents are
required and to help avoid unsuccessful
applications.

Call: 01243 377405
www.chichestercanal.com

ADMISSION
Machine
Adults £7.00, Concessions £6.00
embroidery
Family ticket £17.00
Metalwork £2.00 extra to go in the house

www.thesussexguild.co.uk

A small fee applies to this pre-application service.
For more information contact the Design
and Implementation team on 01243 785166
or email designandimplementation@
chichester.gov.uk

watersports
at west wittering

Call 01243 696006
for a free quotation
NEw ChiChESTER SToRE Now opEN
at Chandler Road (off Terminus Road).

We offer:
· Expert roofing
advice
· Free
quotations
· Free delivery
MS Roofing Supplies are a leader in
supplying roofing materials and tools
throughout the south of England.

Bike update
There will soon be 50 new bike
racks around Chichester – thank
you for all of your suggestions on
where these should be located.
We also have a new series of guided cycle rides,
bike maintenance classes and cycle training. Full
details are available on the council’s website at
www.chichester.gov.uk/cycling

We supply a comprehensive range of
products and materials including:
· Pitched roofing
· Flat roofing
· Reclaimed products
· Insulation
· Rainwater, fascias
and soffits

COURSES RUNNING DAILY - call in and ask
EXPERT TUITION IN windsurfING • kitesurfING • PADDLESURFING
surfING • POWERKITING • FOR KIDS AGE 5+ • ADULTS • GROUPS

tel. 01243 513077 • www.x-train.co.uk

T: 01243 696006 E: chichester@msroofingsupplies.co.uk
www.msroofingsupplies.co.uk

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Your fifth emergency service –
Chichester Careline
The Chichester District has a fifth emergency service – which provides an important
lifeline to the local community and beyond. Chichester Careline offers care, support
and reassurance for the whole family 24 hours a day, every day. Over the past 28
years it has literally helped save thousands of lives.

We offer services that help to support the
whole family – from young carers, to lone
workers, to those who want to maintain
their independence. Most importantly,
we offer you the reassurance that a loved
one has access to help when you can’t
be there.
We help thousands of people - young and
old - to maintain their independence and
to continue to live in their own home. We
have a number of solutions to meet your
needs from our basic pendant, which can
be attached to your wrist (like a watch)
or can hang around your neck; to bed
sensors that switch on the light when you
get out of bed and alert us if you have
not returned within a certain time. Our
equipment is also used for a variety of
other purposes - from protecting crime
scenes to monitoring your home while you
are away on holiday!
All solutions are connected to our call
centre, which operates 24 hours a day –
every day of the year. We are incredibly
proud of our friendly, highly trained staff,
who are there for you, whatever time or
day it is.
All of the following case studies are based
on real people, but we have changed their
names to protect their identities.

Get the recycling message

Look out for the new recycling messages on our waste and recycling vehicles.

Reassurance
Tom’s friends aren’t aware, but we are with
him every minute of every day.
Our new Mindme key fob means that
Tom can continue to play golf because
we are with him at the touch of a button.
If he gets into trouble we can locate him
using GPS technology, and he can talk
directly to us 24 hours a day. Following his
stroke, our technology has given Tom the
confidence he needs to continue with his
normal activities.

Saving lives
Marie has dementia. One day she went
missing and no one could find her. Thanks
to our key fob, which has been designed
especially for those with dementia, we
located her in a ditch at the side of the
road, where no one could see her. There
are no buttons or lights, it just locates the
person, meaning that they can continue to
maintain their independence in the early
stages of the disease.

Helping you to continue to live in
your own home
Barbara was initially against the idea of
using new technology to support her in
the home. Now she wouldn’t be without
her pendant, which she wears around
her wrist. Before using the pendant, she
wouldn’t even go out of the house to feed
the birds because she was frightened
that she would fall over and no one would
know. Her family were so worried that
they wanted her to move into sheltered
accommodation. Thanks to Chichester
Careline she can continue to live in her
own home and do all of the things she
loves – including feeding the birds. Plus,
her family feel reassured that she has
help at the touch of a button, and they are
happy for her to stay in her own home.

Visiting you at home
John wants to continue living in his own
home, but he needs one to one support
on an occasional basis. We have been able
to produce a package that’s tailored to his
needs, which includes our Mobile Warden
Service. If he needs someone to come out
and check on him, our dedicated Wardens
will be there, whatever time – day or night.
To find out more about how we can help
you, a neighbour, or a loved one, you can
call 01243 778688. Alternatively, you can
visit www.chichestercareline.org
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We are asking you to help us recycle
even more of what you place in your
burgundy bin in three easy ways:
• keep your recycling loose.
• keep your recycling dry.
• keep your recycling clean.
You are helping us recycle about 40%
of all domestic waste in the district. By
improving the quality of the material
placed in the burgundy recycling bins
we can increase this rate even further.
Sometimes we find bins contain general
rubbish, electrical items, food, clothes,
coat hangers and even dirty nappies!
All these materials cause problems with
the sorting process and can mean that
whole loads of recyclables are rejected.

Keep your recycling loose
We want to remind everyone not to
place rubbish for recycling in a plastic
bag. This is because the sorting
machinery at the recycling plant is
unable to tear open the plastic bag
and sort the contents. Sometimes,
these plastic bags also contain general
rubbish instead of recyclable material. If
you use a plastic bag to transport your
recyclables to your bin, please tip the
contents of the bag into your bin and
then either reuse the bag or dispose of
it in the rubbish bin. This way we can
make sure the whole contents of your
burgundy bin is recycled.

Keep your recycling dry

Advertise with us

If you recycle as much as possible, you
may find that the lid to your burgundy
bin becomes propped open by the large
amount of material within it.

Are you a business? Would you like to
know about an eye-catching way of
creating brand recognition? We have a
new fleet of twelve pristine freighters
just waiting to be customised with
your message.

With all the wet weather we have
experienced this year, this results in
the paper and cardboard clumping
together making it difficult to process.
Also broken pieces of glass bottles
and jars can stick to wet paper
making it impossible to separate at
the sorting plant.

If you are interested contact
www.chichester.gov.uk/advertising,
email advertising@chichester.gov.uk or
call 01243 521059 for more information.

If you find you often have more recycling
than will fit in your burgundy bin, please
telephone us on 01243 534619 to find
out about getting a larger or even an
additional bin.

Food Safety
Training

Damaged bins or bin lids can also allow
a large amount of rainwater to soak into
the recyclable material, so please let us
know if you have a damaged bin.

Did you know that we offer
food safety training?

Keep your recycling clean
When glass jars, plastic bottles or tin
cans are not completely washed out,
the food leftovers within them can spill
onto the other materials within the bin
or lorry load of recycling. Paper and
cardboard become ruined if covered in
food waste and cannot be recycled.
Making sure all your recycling is free of
food or liquid leftovers means that we
can recycle all of the materials within
your burgundy bin.

www.chichester.gov.uk

It is a legal requirement for food
business operators to make sure
all food handlers are supervised,
instructed and/or trained in food
hygiene matters in line with their
work activity.
We run a variety of food hygiene and
health and safety courses. If you
are interested in finding out more,
please visit www.chichester.gov.uk/
index.cfm?articleid=4821
email environmentalhealth@
chichester.gov.uk
or call us on 01243 534602.
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The draft scheme and feedback from
the consultation was discussed by our
Cabinet and approved by Full Council
in December.

Cycling and safety event survey
In November, we carried out a survey
about cycling safety and security with
cyclists in Chichester.

We asked, you said, we did!
Thank you to everyone who took part in the council’s surveys
over the past year. All your responses have been valuable in
helping us make decisions.
We thought you’d like to know the
outcome of some of the surveys and what
we are doing as a result.

Smarter Travel Choices
The project was launched last spring to
identify ways to encourage greener, more
sustainable travel into Chichester City centre.
We had over 300 responses to a travel
habits survey that was sent to Stockbridge,
South Bank and Kings Avenue residents.
Results included:
• 53.7% of people said they travel
to work alone in a car three or more
times a week; and
• 62.7% of people said that improving
the canal path would encourage them
to use more sustainable modes of
transport into the city.

We shared the results with Donnington
Parish Council and West Sussex County
Council, who are now considering the
comments about cycle routes. Additional
cycle racks are to be installed in Chichester
this spring.

Council tax
Over 660 people responded when we
consulted on our draft council tax support
scheme and some proposed changes to our
current council tax discounts and exemption.
Almost 60% of homeowners who occupy
their home in the district agreed that we
should use additional income from reducing
discounts and exemptions to fund the
council tax support scheme. However,
agreement with this was much lower
among those respondents who owned
second homes.

Some cyclists filled in the survey on our
website and others were interviewed faceto-face at a winter road safety awareness
event in Chichester. Almost 80% of the
cyclists said they were likely to swap at
least one car journey for a cycle journey
during the winter as a result of receiving
the winter road safety advice.
The awareness campaign was a joint
initiative between this council, West
Sussex County Council, Sussex Police and
Hargroves cycle shop in Chichester. It was
funded using Local Sustainable Transport
Fund monies.
During the autumn and winter, we also
consulted on these projects:
• housing priorities and housing issues;
• Westgate Leisure;
• priorities for the Community
Safety Partnership;
• public conveniences – usage,
satisfaction and proposals for
saving money; and
• Avenue de Chartres car park – the
introduction of pay on exit parking.

Where a University
Degree in Business is
not beyond your reach

Our part-time Business and Management Degree is
designed for busy working people and is available one
evening a week from Chichester College, South Downs
College and from the University of Portsmouth.
It is open to those who may not have formal
qualifications but whose work experience will have
prepared them to succeed.

Tantalising, delicious,
exotic and sumptuous
authentic Thai food

To find out more about the flexible part-time courses
we offer, come along to our next open evening,
details of which can be found at
www.port.ac.uk/pbsevents.

20%
OFF

your lunchtime
food price
only with this
voucheR

For further information
visit:

www.port.ac.uk

T: +44 (0)23 9284 8200
E: bus.admissions@port.ac.uk
W: www.port.ac.uk/
busandman

Booking essential
Valid until 10/06/13

10%
OFF

your evening
eat in bill
only with this
voucheR
Booking essential
Valid until 10/06/13

Open 7 Days a Week 5.30-11pm l Lunches Tuesday – Sunday 12-2.30pm

Reservations: 01243 778881
149 St Pancras l Chichester l PO19 7SH

Private Function Room
& Takeaway Available
thaihousechichester.co.uk

You can find out more information about
all these consultations on our website at
www.chichester.gov.uk/consultations or
call the Corporate Information Team on
01243 534623.

Spot the difference
Can you spot the difference between these two
taxis? Although they are different designs, both
these style of cabs are now available for on-street
hire in the district.
Under our new set of licensing conditions for taxis in the district,
you’ll now see different designs of taxi available for hire, as well
as the iconic London-style black taxi on the streets.
The new style taxis are known as Eurocabs. They will still be clearly
marked as taxis. Just like the London style taxis, the Eurocab is
fitted with a roof light to indicate when the cab is for hire and the
cost of a journey is calculated on the meter in just the same way.
The cost of hire is the same for both styles of taxis.
For more information see www.chichester.gov.uk/licensing,
email licensing@chichester.gov.uk or call 01243 534601.
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Taylor Wimpey offers
a helping hand to
househunters
South Downs National Park - update
By Trevor Beattie, Chief Executive of the South Downs National Park Authority

As Chief Executive of the South Downs
National Park Authority I am fortunate
to have a job which allows me to spend
time with the National Park’s dedicated
rangers and volunteers in our spectacular
downland and Wealden countryside.
Whenever I do so I am forcibly reminded
that the apparent timelessness of the
scenery has been achieved through the
constant – and continuing – care of local
people, particularly the farmers who
actively manage more than 80 per cent
of the 1,600 square kilometres of the
National Park. The most important role of
the National Park Authority is therefore
to assist the communities that make up
the National Park to expand their work of
protecting and conserving the wonderful
landscape in which we all live and work. At
the same time we seek to encourage those
who do not know about the National Park
to discover and explore it for themselves.
This is a huge, long-term task. We have
made a great start since the National Park
Authority became fully operational on
1 April 2011, working in close partnership
with Chichester District Council and the
fourteen other local authorities. We have
published an ambitious vision for 2050
(which you can find at www.southdowns.
gov.uk/about-us/vision) and a comprehensive
assessment of the current state of the
National Park (www.southdowns.gov.uk/
about-us/state-of-the-national-parkreport-2012). We have launched the
“Our South Downs” project targeting 7,387
schools in and around the National Park. We
believe that when care for the landscape
starts at an early age it will last a lifetime.
To date we have attracted more than
£13 million of additional funding to the
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National Park and have supported more
than 80 community projects. Some
examples are:
• Harting Primary School in West Sussex
which has recently been awarded up to
£20,000 to support outdoor learning
within the school and a sheltered
outdoor space for the community;
• we have become the first National Park
to pilot ‘augmented reality’ smartphone
signage which provides maximum
information for minimum clutter;
• at Slindon Forge we have helped to
save an important piece of local history
whilst also contributing to the local
economy; and,
• our rangers and volunteers are working
with Chichester Area Mind on weekly
eco-therapy sessions in Barlavington
enabling their service users to experience
the health and wellbeing benefits of
being outdoors in the woodland.
Our best ideas for new projects come
from local people and if you have a
proposal you can find details on our
website at www.southdowns.gov.uk/
communities/funding/sustainablecommunities-fund.
A great deal has been achieved, but the
hardest work, and the most exciting
tasks, still lie ahead of us. During 2013
we will be formulating the policies and
programmes that will bring about our
ambitious vision for 2050. Over the late
spring and summer we will seek to involve
as many local people as possible in the
production of this key strategy. So watch
out for your chance to shape the future
of the landscape that we all cherish and
depend upon.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Are you a househunter struggling to make
the move onto or up the property ladder?
Taylor Wimpey is offering a host of
incentives at its Lion Park development
in Hambrook, meaning buyers can turn
their dreams of a new home into a reality.
The leading housebuilder
is now offering the widelyacclaimed NewBuy*
scheme at Lion Park, while
househunters struggling to
sell their current property
can also take advantage
of Taylor Wimpey’s Part
Exchange† scheme.

Co-wheels Car
Club Chichester
The district’s new community
car club, Co-wheels, gives you
access to a car when you need
it, but does not make you pay
for it when you don’t.

home at an agreed price,
saving you the stress and
expense of finding the
right buyer.

The stunning range of
two and four bedroom
homes on offer means
that Lion Park caters for a
wide range of purchasers,
NewBuy is available on
from first time buyers to
brand new properties up
growing families looking
to the value of £500,000
for a more spacious
and means credit-worthy
property. Prices start
buyers may now only
from £190,000 for the two
need to save a 5% deposit. bedroom Lapwing coach
Under the Part Exchange
house and from £335,000
scheme, Taylor Wimpey
for the four bedroom
will buy your current
Avocet home.

For further information
about Lion Park, visit the
sales information centre,
open Tuesday to Sunday
10am until 5pm, Monday
1pm until 5pm, or call
0845 676 2370.
Alternatively, log on to
taylorwimpey.co.uk/
lionpark

*This scheme is available on all Taylor
Wimpey new homes in England up to the
value of £500,000. The scheme is not
available on buy-to-let or second home
properties. Full details are available at
taylorwimpey.co.uk/newbuy. †Terms and
conditions apply. On selected homes only.
Offer not in conjunction with any other
offer. Prices correct at time of going to
press. Photographs show typical Taylor
Wimpey homes, with an upgraded kitchen
with additional costs of £5,000. This price
includes upgraded worktops, kitchen units,
appliances. Please contact one of our
sales executives for further details.

There are two cars available in
Chichester – one in West Street and
one in East Street. If you travel less
than 8,000 miles a year, using a car
club vehicle should save you money.
The club has a one-off joining fee
of £25 and a membership fee £5 a
month. However, if you use the car in
that month, the £5 is deducted from
your bill. Use of the car is charged at
£4.50 per hour and 21p per mile.
The car club is run by a local community
team, Chichester District Council
and West Sussex County Council, in
partnership with Co-wheels Car Club,
a national social enterprise car club
operator. For information joining and
full details of the charges see
www.co-wheels.org.uk/chichester

www.chichester.gov.uk
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