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Welcome the
Olympic flame
Find your local
Diamond Jubilee
event

Meet your

Olympic hopefuls

Welcome to the Spring issue of initiatives!
to arrange your own street party. If so, we
offer some tips on how to get started on
page 10 and 11.
Finally, the Olympic Torch Relay will travel
through seven of our communities on
Monday 16 July 2012 – please see page 9.
We hope to include the relay route in our
next issue of Initiatives.
In this issue, we also explain your council
tax. Although we collect council tax, we
only keep around 9% of it. If you are a
Band D taxpayer, you pay us £2.56 a
week for our services. Find out more
about this and some of the services we
provide on pages 4 to 5.

2012 is an exciting year for the
district. We start by celebrating
the 25th anniversary of Westgate
Leisure. There will be a range of
events and promotions that will
run throughout the year, including
a free open day on Sunday 22 July.
Find out more on page 8.
We will also continue to develop the new
Midhurst Community and Leisure Centre.
We hope to be onsite by the summer and
plan to tell you more about this in the
next issue of initiatives.
In the summer, the doors of our new
district museum, The Novium, will open.
At the moment, we are busy installing our
collections and displays.
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will be
celebrated across the district. Many
parish councils have arranged picnics
and street parties. You may even want

You can also read about our new equity
loan scheme, our new property
management service, and how we are
helping to boost business in the district.
I hope to see you around the district at
various events this year, including the
Dragon Boat Challenge at Chichester
Canal Basin on 9-10 June. This is being
organised by the Rotary Club of
Chichester Priory, in conjunction with
Cancerwise. If you are interested in
taking part and helping to raise money
for local charities, please visit
chichesterdragonboats.org.uk
I would also like to congratulate Diane
Shepherd on becoming our first female
Chief Executive. We will tell you more
about this in our next issue, or you can
visit our website for more details.
Best Wishes,
Peter Clementson
Chairman of Chichester District Council

Chief Executive: Diane Shepherd
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Supporting you through difficult times

Offering you
value for
money
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This year, we are freezing our element of
your council tax yet again. This means that
you will benefit from the lowest council tax
in West Sussex.
We collect your council tax, but this is then
distributed to a number of public services.
Our share amounts to around 9% of the
amount you pay each year. This is
equivalent to £2.56 per week if you are a
Band D taxpayer. Of the 91% remaining,
79% goes to West Sussex County Council,
about 9% goes to Sussex Police and
roughly 3% goes to parish councils. Each
authority makes its own decisions about
its council tax increases independently.
Your council tax covers around 64% of our
overall costs. The rest is covered by
Government grants and chargeable
services. We always aim to use resources

wisely and make sure that we spend money
on services that matter to you. We also
work closely with our partners to make sure
that you are receiving value for money. We
are doing this in a number of ways, from
buying together, to sharing services.

How do you work out my
council tax?
The Valuation Office places your property
into a band. This depends on the size of
your property and the area in which you
live. If you think your home is in the wrong
band, you should contact the Valuation
Office. For more information,
call 03000 501501, or visit www.voa.gov.
uk/corporate/index.html
To work out the amount for each tax band,
we divide the amount of council tax
required by a number known as the council
tax base. This gives us the council tax for
band D, with the other bands calculated
as a proportion of this.

Business rates
If you use a building, or part of a building,
to run a business, you will pay business
rates.
Although we collect business rates, all of
this money currently goes directly to

Benefits

We can provide housing and council tax
benefit to those on a low income. We
have dedicated staff who will advise you
about the help you may be entitled to.
There is also a benefits calculator on our
website, which will help you find out if
you can receive assistance.
Tel: 01243 534509
Email: benefits@chichester.gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk/benefits

Housing

If you have housing problems, we will try
and work with you to find solutions. This
often involves looking at the
opportunities that exist in the Private
Rented Sector. In some instances, we can
provide a top up to your housing benefit
if you are struggling to cover your rent.

The average family spends £136 on their weekly shop*.
What you may be surprised to know is that if you are a
Band D taxpayer we charge you £2.56 a week for our
services**. This is less than most of the individual
shopping items in your trolley! Offering you quality
services that are value for money is one of our key aims.

You come into contact with our work every
day. We provide over 80 services, which are
delivered to you over a 24 hour period. We
empty your bins, check food hygiene
standards, licence taxis, clean your streets,
look after the coastline, care for our parks
and open spaces, and provide support and
reassurance to the vulnerable. Make sure
you read our article on page six, which
gives you an idea of the range of services
we provide to you over 24 hours.

If you are struggling to cope in the current economic climate
and need some support, we may be able to help. We can provide
support and assistance in the areas below.

We also work with other agencies, such
as the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and
Christians Against Poverty, to provide

Government. Some of this money is then
reallocated back to us as part of our
Government funding.

financial support and debt advice. Local
housing associations also offer help to
their tenants.
Tel: 01243 534734
Email: contact@chichester.gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk/housing

Support for businesses

Support for business is one of our
priorities. We have dedicated Business
Support Officers who can provide you
with business support. This includes:
• help with finding premises and
networking opportunities;
• putting you in contact with the
relevant council teams; and
• putting you in contact with other
organisations, that can offer further
support and advice.
Tel: 01243 534669
Email: business.support@chichester.
gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk/business

Help us to save money

Planning for the future

If you pay your council tax or business rates
by direct debit, you are helping us to save
money. The payment method is simple,
secure and helps us to reduce costs.

Over the past few years, we have made over £4 million of savings. We needed to do
this because our government grants were reduced. Plus, the financial downturn had
an impact on the income we receive from our chargeable services.

You can also pay:
• online at www.chichester.gov.uk; or
• by post, following the instructions
on your bill.
For more information on how to pay by
direct debit, or other payment methods,
please contact us on 01243 534501
(council tax) or 01243 534504
(business rates).

Contact details
West Sussex County Council
T: 01243 642113
E: county.treasurer@westsussex.gov.uk
Chichester District Council
T: 01243 785166
E: finance@chichester.gov.uk
Sussex Police Authority
T: 01243 777100

Local Government faces new challenges
every day. The current financial climate is
tougher than it has ever been, and I am
proud of how this council has dealt with the
challenges it has faced. Although we have
already achieved significant savings, we
know that there will be further reductions in
Government funding in the next few years
and so we have to prepare for this.
This will involve:
• continually assessing what we are
delivering and how;
• looking for new ways to work that will
offer savings, while maintaining quality
services that are accessible; and,
• making sure that we continue to protect
and support the most vulnerable
people within our district.

We will also continue to work with our
partners to look at how we can work
together to provide better quality services,
while reducing costs.
You can be sure that we have managed
your money very well over the years.
This has been recognised by the Audit
Commission, which has praised the
council as being one of the best in
the country for its high performance
and low costs. Due to this, we are in a
better situation than most other
councils. However, in order for us to
continue to operate as a high
performing, well managed council,
we need to continue to identify ways
of making savings and look at new
ways of working.

We have made some difficult decisions,
and we have further ones to make.
However, we always make decisions that
we believe are in the best interest of local
residents. We intend to keep you fully
informed of the decisions we make and
why we have made them. This will be
achieved through newsletters, initiatives,
our website (www.chichester.gov.uk),
the media, and partner organisations.
We also produce an email newsletter
that is issued every two months. If you
would like to receive the newsletter,
please email your details to
publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk
Best wishes,
Cllr Heather Caird
Leader of Chichester District Council

* Price taken from Verdict Research report.
** Please note that a small number of services charge. For example, we charge for the use of our leisure facilities.
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The council and its work...
You come into contact with our work every day, whether you live or work in the district.

7am

8.30am
7.30am

We clean your street and
collect your recycling
Our teams travel around
the district cleaning your
streets and collecting your
waste and recycling. You
have helped to recycle
44% of the county’s waste.
To check what you can
recycle please visit
www.chichester.gov.uk/
recycling or call
01243 534619.

1pm

Your son calls
He has been made one
of the Junior Community
Wardens in your local area.
Today he found out about
the role of the Community
Wardens.

6pm

You submit an online
planning application for
an extension
You can submit
planning applications on
www.chichester.gov.uk/
planning and view the
latest planning applications,
24 hours a day.

A resident in your
community is caught
for benefit fraud
We receive an anonymous
call, which leads us to
investigate the matter. Our
Benefit Fraud Hotline
number is 01243 534590.

3pm

Our pest control team
removes a wasp’s nest
from your loft
Your wife calls to say that
we have removed the
wasp’s nest – it was two
metres long!

2am

You meet a group of
friends for a drink at the
wine bar
We license all bars,
restaurants, clubs, taxis
and Private Hire vehicles.

You contact us about
some graffiti on the
building opposite to you
You report it to our graffiti
hotline 0845 126 5555 and
we send someone out to
remove it. We also clean
up any fly-tips across the
district – making sure it
stays clean and beautiful.

Lunch at the pub
You join your colleagues at
the local pub. Our
Environmental Health
Team inspects food
premises to make sure
that food hygiene
standards are met. You
can see our ratings at
www.food.gov.uk/ratings

5pm

You stick to your new
year’s resolution – to get
fit and healthy!
You have joined Westgate
Leisure, which gives you
access to everything you
need - from swimming, to
a new high tech gym.

6am

4am

9pm
You pick your daughter
up from an event at
Oaklands Park
We manage 117 acres of
parks and open spaces,
including tennis courts,
plus cricket, rugby and
football pitches. We also
look after nine miles of the
district’s coastline.

You arrive at work
Our dedicated Business
Support Officers are
available to help you in a
number of ways, including
advice, networking
opportunities, grants and
training. Your workplace is
also situated on one of our
industrial estates.

4pm

2pm

You have been allocated
a new affordable home
Whether you need to
access an affordable home,
or your solicitor needs to
carry out a land search on
the new home you are
buying – we are helping
you every step of the way.

9am

12pm

Our Chichester Careline
service calls to tell you
that your mother’s house
is on fire
We were alerted to the
fire through the special
smoke detector in your
mother’s house that is
linked to our centre. One
of our Mobile Wardens
went out immediately to
assist. We also called the
emergency services and
your mother is fine.

You are disturbed by a
rave taking place in the
field across from your
house
We accompany the Police
to measure noise levels
when repeated parties and
raves take place.

You visit your mother’s
house where our
Building Control team
is assessing structural
damage
Many of our teams are on
24-hour call out for
emergencies. If any
structure poses a risk to
other residents in the area,
our team will be sent out
to assess the situation.

You can find out more about our services at www.chichester.gov.uk,
by signing up to our email newsletter (publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk), or calling 01243 785166.
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London 2012
Olympic Torch
relay route

Westgate celebrates
25 years of serving
the community

Chichester District will welcome the Olympic
Flame on Monday 16 July, giving many of the
district’s towns and villages the chance to join
in with the celebrations.

Westgate Leisure Chichester is celebrating its 25th birthday
this year. Since it opened, the centre has welcomed over 17.5
million visitors. It runs over 100 classes a week, from Tai Chi to
Zumba and is open 362 days a year.

The Olympic Flame will be carried by
torchbearers through Rogate, Midhurst,
Easebourne, Tillington, Petworth, Duncton
and Chichester. Overall, the Olympic Flame
will visit 1,000 villages, towns and cities
around the country.
“We are very excited, and feel very
privileged, that our district has been
chosen to welcome the Olympic Flame,”
says Councillor Eileen Lintill, Cabinet
Member for Leisure and Wellbeing.
“This is a great opportunity to celebrate
our young sporting stars, some of who are
London 2012 hopefuls. It is also a chance
to encourage others to get involved in the
many sport and leisure opportunities that
our district has to offer.
“For the majority of us, this is a once in
a lifetime opportunity and we intend
to encourage our local communities to
celebrate and help us to showcase what
our district has to offer.

Further useful information
• The street-by-street detail of the route
can be viewed at www.london2012.
com/olympictorchrelaymap. We hope
to include a map in the next issue
of initiatives.
• You can sign up to the Local Leader
programme www.london2012.
com/localleaders to receive further
information on a range of themed
celebration ideas and free London 2012
event materials.
• Details on how to organise a street
party can be found on page 10.
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Our Olympic hopefuls
We are really lucky to have a number of Olympic hopefuls
associated with our district. We met up with three of them to
find out how their preparations were going.
Gemma Spofforth, aged 24, started swimming when she was
three. She won Gold, in the 100m backstroke, at the 2009
World Championships in Rome and set a new world record in
the process. Gemma now spends most of the year training
in America and uses the pool and gym at Westgate Leisure
when she returns home. She has just secured her place at
London 2012.
“I went to the Beijing Olympics in 2008. It was really fun. I wasn’t really expecting
it. It was an extra bonus on the way to 2012. The 2012 Olympics is huge. It will be
in my home country and should be really big. The Olympics is amazing and a big
dream of mine.”
Tom Lord is a Beach Volleyball player for the GB team. He’s 25
and comes from Chidham. He started playing Beach Volleyball
after one of his teachers at Chichester High School for Boys
started teaching it following a year in Australia.
“It’s a very exciting time and we are getting to the end of four
years of preparation. The pressure is now starting to build.
“We won’t find out until June – three weeks before the opening
ceremony – if we have been selected.”
Tom Hendrie is also looking forward to the Olympics. He is a
Fencer, who won two Silver medals in last year’s Commonwealth
Games. He’s 19 and from Midhurst and is one of our previous
Gold Youth Sport Achievement Winners.
The full interviews can be seen on our YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/chichesterdcouncil

www.chichester.gov.uk/london2012

As part of the anniversary year we have
been celebrating the opening of the
centre’s new gym. Three local Olympic
hopefuls helped to open it – Gemma
Spofforth (swimming), Tom Hendrie
(fencing) and Tom Lord (beach volleyball).
The gym has had a complete makeover,
with 78 pieces of new Technogym fitness
equipment. There are four new zones:
• functional training zone – an area where
you can perform exercises using your
body weight to target core muscles and
the lower back;
• free weight zone – in this area you can
perform exercises using a range of
dumbbells, barbells and a squat rack;
• cardio zone – this area incorporates
treadmills, bikes, rowers, cross trainers
and the variable stride trainer; and
• fixed resistance zone – the equipment
(weight machines, such as chest
press, leg curl, or shoulder press) has
moveable seats, allowing easier access
for wheelchair users.
We spoke to the Olympic hopefuls about
what they liked about the new gym. Tom
Lord, 25, who lives at Chidham, and
regularly trains at Westgate, said: “I think
the new gym is great. There is a real sense
of community spirit here at Westgate and

the staff are all really knowledgeable. I
have been coming here since I was at
Chichester High School for Boys. There is
plenty going on at the centre.”
You can now log onto Westgate Leisure’s
new-look website featuring interactive
pool and class timetables. There are
also ‘arrange a visit’ forms, class videos
and downloadable pocket timetables.
See www.westgateleisure.co.uk.
Look out for more details of a free open day
on 22 July and other events to celebrate
the centre’s anniversary later in the year.
To find out more contact Westgate Leisure
Chichester on 01243 785651 or email
westgateleisure@chichester.gov.uk

FamiLy Swim
AND MEAL DEAL

Two adults and two children can
swim and have a meal for £15.
Please cut out this voucher and hand in
to reception. You can only use this offer
during public swimming sessions.
Meals can be chosen from our main
meals menu, but the offer excludes
salmon. Pool terms and conditions
apply. Offer closes 30/08/12.

www.chichester.gov.uk/london2012

Triathlon and
Junior Aquathon
return

Entries are open for this year’s
Natures Way Foods Chichester
Triathlon and Junior Aquathon.
Younger athletes will have the chance to
take part in the Junior Aquathon on
Saturday 14 July, while the Chichester
Triathlon will take place on Sunday 15 July.
The Junior Aquathon is for competitors
between eight and 16. It will start with a
swimming race at Chichester Westgate
Leisure, followed by a run around
Chichester College’s campus.
The main Triathlon event on the Sunday
consists of:
• a 600m pool swim at Westgate Leisure
Chichester;
• a 42km (26 mile) bike ride through
Lavant, up South Harting Hill, round
through Compton, Funtington and back
into Chichester Westgate Leisure;
• finishing with a 10km (6 mile) out-andback flat run along Centurion Way.
Alongside the main Triathlon event, there
will be the Chichester Try a Tri event. This
is a sprint triathlon suitable for competitors
who prefer a shorter distance triathlon
involving a 400m pool swim, 30km bike
ride and a 5km run.
The cost to enter the Triathlon is:
• £35.50 for British Triathlon Federation
(BTF) members;
• £44 for non BTF members; and
• £63 for a team entry.
The entry fee for the Try a Tri is £25.50
for BTF members and £34 for non BTF
members. The cost to enter the Junior
Aquathon is £10.50 for BTF members
and £13 for non BTF members.
Both events are sponsored by Natures
Way Foods. The closing date for entries is
Friday 6 July or sooner if the event is full.
To enter any of the events see
www chichester.gov.uk/sport or
www.westgateleisure.co.uk.
Alternatively, contact Westgate Leisure
Chichester on 01243 785651.
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Let’s have a

Midhurst

party!

Midhurst Town Council is
holding a street party on
Tuesday 5 June. There will
be entertainment and
rides for the children, and
people are encouraged to
bring a picnic. There will
also be a Jubilee cake
competition and a Jubilee
themed fancy dress
competition for those
under eight.

Not only is 2012 the year of the Olympics, but it is also the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee. Whether you want to organise a street party, or attend an organised
event, our guide helps you to plan ahead! We have also made a small grant
available to each parish council to help them celebrate either the Diamond
Jubilee or Olympics. Please contact memberservices@chichester.gov.uk
or call 01243 534684 to find out more.

North Mundham

Diamond Jubilee events
Many parish and town councils across the district are organising events in your
local areas. Some events are still being planned, so please check the details with
your parish council before attending. Some parish councils are also giving the
children in their parish a commemorative gift.

Chichester
Chichester City Council is
organising a Diamond Jubilee
Gala and Family Fun Day on
Saturday 2 June.
The Gala Procession will begin at
11am from New Park Road
Recreation Ground and will be
led by the Band of the Prince of
Wales’ Division. The route will be
New Park Road, Oaklands Way,
Northgate, North Street, East
Street, Eastgate Square, St
Pancras finishing at New Park
Road Recreation Ground. The
theme will be ’60 Glorious Years’.
The Family Fun Day in Priory
Park, begins at midday and
finishes with a ‘Last Night of the
Proms’ concert at 5pm. There
will be a vintage tea tent, hog
roast, stalls, and much more.

Birdham
Birdham is having a village fete
on Saturday 14 July. There will
be a dog show, a band, a BBQ /
hog roast, refreshments and
stalls and more.
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Earnley

Fishbourne

Earnley Parish Council is
giving a commemorative
cup to every child in the
parish – up to year 6 in
primary school. For more
info contact 01243 671628,
clerk@earnley-wsx.pc.gov.uk.
or visit www.earnley.info

East Dean
There will be a party in the
village hall for local residents.
Followed by a torchlight
procession up Court Hill for
the lighting of the beacon on
Monday 4 June at 10.30pm.
Contact Tim Weeks at
tim@candlemas.co.uk.

Fernhurst
Fernhurst Parish Council is
holding an event at The Green,
Fernhurst, on Monday 4 June,
consisting of a jazz band,
picnic, entertainment and
races for children.

Fishbourne Parish Council is
holding its celebrations on
Tuesday 5 June starting at
midday and finishing at
10.30pm. During the
afternoon there will be a
bring-your-own picnic street
party on the multi-sports
court and a programme of
activities and competitions.
In the evening there will be
music, food and dancing.

Graffham
Graffham Village is holding
an event on Monday 4 June
where you can bring and
share your picnic on
Graffham Recreational
Ground. There will also be a
flower festival in the church,
plus a procession through
the village. A church service
will be held on Sunday 3
June in St Giles’ Church.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Heyshott
St James’ Church, Heyshott is
planning a three day event on
Friday 1, Saturday 2 and
Sunday 3 June. Including an
exhibition and tea room. The
theme will be ‘1950s revisited’.

Hunston
Hunston Parish Council is
planning a day of celebrations
on Sunday 3 June. They will
also light their beacon on
Monday 4 June.

Kirdford
Kirdford Parish Council is going
to have a village party and a
beacon on the Church Tower.
Held on Monday 4 June.

Lodsworth
The parish council plans to
hold its celebrations in the
village hall. It will include a
hog roast. deryckhamon123@
btinternet.com.

North Mundham Parish
Council is holding an event
on the playing field on
Saturday 2 June, starting
at 4pm. This will include
the slowest bike
competition. There will be
a photographic exhibition,
refreshments and a 1950s
sweet stall. Those who turn
up in fancy dress will get a
free bag of sweets. In the
evening there will be a
Ceilidh Dance. On Monday
4 June the beacon will be
lit and there will be a hog
roast and dancing on the
playing field. See www.
northmundham.org phone
01243 671628 or email
clerk@northmundham.org

Northchapel
Northchapel Parish is organising
an afternoon event on Monday 4
June on the village green
including a village fair and an
evening of jazz. For further
information, please email
j.walter16@btinternet.com.

Oving
The parish council is hoping to
hold an indoor street party at
the Oving Jubilee Hall, followed
by a children’s disco.

Stedham with Iping
The parish council is holding a
Grand Jubilee Party on Monday
4 June. The events start at 2pm
with a parade and fete. It will
end with a BBQ at 6pm.

Selsey
Selsey Town Council will light
its beacon on Monday 4 June
between 10pm and 10.30pm,
this will be followed by
fireworks. It wants to hear
from anyone who is
celebrating a 60th wedding
anniversary or a 60th birthday
on 4 June, so that they can be
entered into a draw to press
the button to light the
beacon. A Jubilee ‘Parish
Picnic’ will be held prior to the
lighting of the beacon (which
is likely to start at 2pm) on
East Beach Amenity Area.
There will be entertainment
and local food stalls. The
town council is hoping to
provide a Jubilee Memorial
Clock for the town.

Tillington
Tillington is holding a Jubilee
event on Monday 4 June
between 6pm and 11pm on its
recreation ground. A firework
display and the lighting of the
beacon will end the celebrations.
The event is open to all, but local
residents will have first priority
for tickets. Contact Gerald
Gresham Cooke on 01798
342151.

West Dean
At the time of going to print,
the parish council was
looking at a number of
options. Please contact them
directly for further details.

Street Parties
If you are planning a street party to celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee or Olympics, we have produced all the information
you need to organise your event. Our website
www.chichester.gov.uk/streetparties contains a checklist,
frequently asked questions and application forms.
Alternatively, you can call us on 01243 534684 or email
memberservices@chichester.gov.uk.

Useful tips
• Road closure applications must be received at least
six weeks before the event is to take place. We will inform
the Police and the Highways Authority (WSCC) once your
application is approved.
• Licences may be required if you plan to sell tickets,
alcohol, food etc. You won’t need a licence if you have live
or recorded music, as long as the music isn’t advertised in
advance and you’re not making money.
• You are advised to get public liability insurance cover
of £5 million. This is to safeguard the organiser in case of
any claim. For small residential street parties insurance
can cost as little as £51 for up to 100 people.
For more information go to www.streetparty.org.uk or
www.thebiglunch.com
• You can have a raffle as long as tickets are not sold in
advance and prizes aren’t worth over £500.
• Our pack of information at www.chichester.gov.uk/
streetparties covers everything you need to consider.

Coming soon…

midhurst Community
and Leisure Centre
We have continued to progress with the Midhurst
Community and Leisure Centre project and are currently
choosing a contractor.
Once this is achieved we will start onsite as soon as we
can. We will provide you with a full update in the next issue
of initiatives.
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what’s on?
Venue codes and
useful numbers
CFT and MT
Chichester Festival Theatre
and Minerva Theatre
(01243) 781312 or
www.cft.org.uk
CHC
Chichester Harbour
Conservancy (01243) 513275
or www.conservancy.co.uk
for more information.
GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
(01730) 816841
Midhurst Camera Club
(01730) 821317 or
www.midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
OCA
Oxmarket Centre of Arts,
Chichester (01243) 779103
PH
Petworth House,
(01798) 342207 or
www.nationaltrust.org.uk
PHG
Pallant House Gallery,
(01243) 774557
SP
Stansted Park
023 9241 2265
or www.stanstedpark.co.uk
WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum
Enquiries (01243) 811348 or
www.wealddown.co.uk.
Tickets for a variety of events
are available from Chichester
Tourist Information Centre,
South Street. For more
information contact
(01243) 775888.

For more information on these
and other events, contact
Chichester Tourist Information
Centre on 01243 775888.
While every effort has been made to make
sure the accuracy of this information is
correct, Chichester District Council cannot
accept responsibility for any errors, omissions
or inconvenience caused. We would advise
you to check the details with the organiser
before attending any of the events published.
Apologies to those people who will get the
magazine after some of the events listed.
The list runs from when the first deliveries
of ‘initiatives’ are made, but delivery to all
properties normally takes two weeks.
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EVERY WEEK OR SEASONAL
Traders’ Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester.
Every Wednesday and Saturday.
Farmers’ Markets 2012:
North & East Street, Chichester:
4th & 18th May; 1st & 15th June
Golden Square, Petworth:
28th April; 23rd June
North Street, Midhurst:
26th May

24-28 April
Funtington Players to stage ‘Our
Town’ by Thornton Wilder, directed
by Alan Copsey, at The Village Hall,
West Ashling.
Tickets: 07565 464271.
28 April
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
29 April
Music on Sundays. Ana Luisa
Monteiro (piano), Jenavieve Moore
and Clare Ghigo (sopranos). Tickets
£10 on the door or via 01243
527425. 2.30pm at Christ Church,
Old Market Ave, Chichester.
1-13 May
West Sussex Art Society – Annual
exhibition of paintings, drawings
and sculpture. OCA.
2 May
Midhurst Camera Club Print
Competition Round 5 – Flora &
Fauna. 7.30pm at The Grange
Centre, Midhurst.

6 May
Pirates & Smugglers Day. A day for
families with lots of crafty activities
and derring-do! Presented by Raven
Tor. 10.30am-4pm. www.raven-tor.
co.uk for details.

19 May
Palace by Night! Bring your torch
and discover the secret places of
the Roman Palace with the help of a
guide. FRP. 7pm. Tel: 01243 789829
for details.

DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS
4 & 5 June
See pages 10-11 for details
of Celebrations and Events

7 May
Food & South Downs Fair. WDOAM.

20 May
Steam on Sunday. Train rides
behind model steam and diesel
locomotives at Blackberry Lane,
Chichester. Free admission. Rides
£1 each for adults and children.
2pm-5pm. www.cdsme.co.uk
for details.

4-8 June
South Downs Springtime Half
Term Activities. WDOAM. For
accompanied children of all
ages. 11am-4pm.

11 May – 2 June
A Marvellous Year for Plums by
Hugh Whitemore. CFT.
11 May
Cowdray Ghost Walk presented
by Paul Ullson. Not for the fainthearted or under 11s. 8pm.
www.cowdray.org.uk for details.
12 May
A Cabinet of Curiosities for our Age.
Children’s workshops for 8+ yrs.
Come and make a miniature cabinet
for your own treasures. PHG.
10.15am-12.15pm. £8 per child.
12 May
Home & Garden Show. GC.
10am-4pm.
12 May
Just Walk 2012 sponsored UK
charity fundraising walk. Either
10km, 20km, 40km or 60km routes
over the South Downs. Start and
finish at Goodwood Racecourse.
www.acrossthedivide.com/justwalk for details.
13 May
Murder Mystery Afternoon.
PH. 2pm.

2 May
Watercolour Classes (mixed ability)
in ten week blocks on either Wed/
Thurs or Friday 12.30-3.30pm
starting 2 May at St Michaels
Hall, Summersdale, Chichester.
Tel: 01243 538304 or www.
johnhillwatercolour.com
for details.
5, 10, 24, 25 and 26 May
Horse Racing at Goodwood

15 May
Songs of the Sea. Music and
stories about the lives of the
sailors of years gone by. CHC.

6 May
The Consort of Twelve,
‘The Trumpet Shall Sound’ at
Holy Trinity Church, Bosham.
Leader: Judy Tarling with
Crispian Steele-Perkins (trumpet).
6pm. (01243) 371128 or
www.WeGotTickets.com for
more information.

19 May
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.

6 May
May Day Celebration Supper. PH.
Decorated marquee with locally
produced food, drink and country
dances. 7pm.

18 May – 16 June
Canvas by Michael Wynne. MT.
18 May
Night at the Museum – Family
Event. PH. See Petworth House as
you never have before. 5pm.

19 May
Scarecrow Day, Oving.
Refreshments in the village hall
and tractor rides, crafts and other
attractions. 12 noon-4pm. Tel:
07971 461930 for enquiries.
19 May
Earth, Air & Water: Watercolours.
A workshop on watercolour
painting. CHC.
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20 May
Family Day at Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum. Special
additional attractions to the normal
museum displays and exhibits.
10am-5pm. Standard admission
charges.
23 May
Midhurst Camera Club AGM and
Enprint Competition – Open, no
set subject. 7.30pm at The Grange
Centre, Midhurst.
26 May
Cut, Fold and Behold. Children’s
Workshops for 5-8 yrs. Learn how
to make your own pop-ups. PHG.
10.15am-12.15pm. £8 per child.
Must be accompanied by
parent/carer.
27 May
Music on Sundays. Clare Deniz
(cello), Stephen Rose (piano).
Tickets £10 on the door or via 01243
527425. 2.30pm at Christ Church,
Old Market Ave, Chichester
30 May – 17 June
Society of Floral Painters –
National Exhibition. Portraits of
plants from miniature to larger
works, including folios, prints, cards,
painted china and silk scarves. OCA.
2 June
Concert at Chichester Cathedral.
Petite Messe Solennelle by Rossini.
Tickets available from Cathedral
Shop or 01243 572195. www.
chichestertickets.co.uk for details.
3 June
Easebourne Village Fete to
celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s
Diamond Jubilee. With side shows,
cream teas, music and stalls.
2pm-5pm at Cowdray Ruins.
4 June
Myths and Music. Music and
stories of the Ancient World at
the Roman Palace. FRP. Tel: 01243
789829 for details.

7/8/9 June
Chichester Cathedral
Festival of Flowers. 10am7pm Thursday & Friday;
10am-6pm Saturday. Tel:
(01243) 812480 or www.
chichestercathedraltrust.org.
uk for details.
8, 15 and 22 June
Friday night horse racing
and DJs at Goodwood. www.
goodwood.co.uk for details.
9 & 10 June
The Sussex Guild Exhibition.
Parham House. 11am-5pm.
Contemporary and traditional
crafts for sale.
9 & 10 June
Chichester Rotary Dragon
Boat Challenge 2012. www.
chichesterdragonboats.org.uk
for details.
Until 10 June
Keith Vaughan: A Centenary
Celebration. An exhibition to
mark the centenary of the
birth of the British painter
Keith Vaughan, born in
Selsey. PHG.
10 June
Westbourne Open Gardens
2012. 16 garden owners will
be opening their gates to you
from 10.30am-5pm. www.
westbourneopengardens.co.uk
for details.
14 June
Pop Art and the Swinging 60s
at PHG. Find out more about
the art and culture of the
‘Swinging Sixties’. Free. Meet
at reception. 5.15pm.

15 – 17 June
The Garden Show at Stansted
Park. Tel: 01243 586323 or
www.thegardenshowonline.
com for details.
16 June
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.

16 & 17 June
Sussex Country Fair, Parham
Park. Tickets: 0845 2305175.
www.countrymanfairs.co.uk for
details.

Diamond Jubilee Events

17 June
Steam on Sunday. Train rides
behind model steam and diesel
locomotives at Blackberry
Lane, Chichester. Free
admission. Rides £1 each for
adults and children. 2pm-5pm.
www.cdsme.co.uk for details.
17 June
Secret Gardens of Petworth
in aid of the British Red
Cross. Gardens Open 2pm6pm. Tel: 0800 0280 831 or
enquirieskentandsussex@
redcross.org.uk for further
information.
18 June – 1 September
Kiss Me, Kate. CFT.
21 June
The Importance of Being
Earnest, presented by The
Pantaloons at the Picnic
Theatre, Cowdray Heritage
Trust. Gates open 6.30pm.
www.thepantaloons.co.uk for
details.
23 June
Fishbourne School & Church
Fete. 11.30am-2.30pm at
Fishbourne School.
24 June
Plant Focus Day. A Focus on
Sweet Peas, Fuchsias, Cannas
and Pinks. Parham House.
11am-5pm.
29 June
The Consort of Twelve, ‘A
Pastoral Entertainment’ at
St Paul’s Church, Chichester.
Leader: Judy Tarling. 7.30pm.
(01243) 371128 or www.
WeGotTickets.com for more
information.
30 June-3July
Goodwood Festival of Speed.
www.goodwood.co.uk for
details.
4 August
Rogate Fete and Flower Show.
A village fete for all the family.
Refreshments available and
Liss band will play throughout
the day. 2pm-5pm. Entry free.

Chichester City Council is organising a Diamond Jubilee Gala and Family
Fun Day on Saturday 2 June from 11am. For more information on this
and other Diamond Jubilee events, please see pages 10 and 11.

Chichester Workplace Cycle Challenge
14 May – 3 June
The third Chichester Workplace Cycle Challenge aims to get even more
people back on their bikes and cycling to work. All you need to do is get
as many of your colleagues as possible to hop on their bike for 10
minutes and you can be in with a chance of winning a fantastic prize. The
challenge is open to anyone who works within the district and there will
be prizes for individuals and organisations.
For full details or to register go to www.chichestercyclechallenge.org.uk

Bike Week 16 – 24 June
Teams at Chichester District Council and West Sussex County Council will
be encouraging people to swap petrol power for pedal power during
National Bike Week. We will be working with community groups to run
events within Chichester City and across the Chichester District.
For more information, go to www.chichester.gov.uk/cycling

win a pair of tickets
to a production at Chichester Festival Theatre

In this magazine, which article is the most interesting or useful?
Write, with any other comments – good or bad – on a card and you
will be entered into the free prize draw. Even the postage is free!
The winner of our last competition lives in Midhurst.
Send entries to: Corporate Information Team, Freepost SCE1487,
Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1YQ.
All entries must be received by Friday 4 May 2012.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Recycle your electrical
appliances in Selsey
A collection service for small electrical items is being
trialled in Selsey.
West Sussex County Council has organised the scheme in partnership with
us and Viridor. Residents can bring along their old, broken or unwanted
electricals for recycling every other month at East Beach Car Park.
The next collection will take place on Friday 25 May.

Recycling…

At the last event, they collected over:
• 200 TVs and monitors;
• over 500 small electrical items; and
• 30 large electrical items
For more information, please
contact West Sussex County
Council on 01243 642106
or go to www.westsussex.gov.uk

together we are sorting it!
We all want to do our bit for the environment, and recycling is one of
the easy ways we can all help. However, by including certain items in
your recycling bin, you may not be helping as much as you think.

If items still contain food for example, this
not only means your bin load can’t be
recycled, but possibly the entire truck load.
To increase our recycling efforts, we need
everyone to:

keep it clean

By keeping all materials clean we can recycle
everything we collect. It stops liquids and
foods from spoiling other materials, such as
paper and card. So please fully remove and
rinse out the contents of your recycled
containers before placing them in your bin.

keep it dry

Wet and soggy paper and cardboard
presents huge problems as the material
clumps together and cannot be separated.
It clogs all the sorting machinery and pieces
of glass from the recycled bottles tend to
stick to it, meaning it can’t be recycled.

If your recycling bin is full, please try to
carefully cover your extra paper and
cardboard or keep it inside until it can
be put in your recycling bin for the next
collection. If you find you continually
have too much recycling each week
please contact us.

keep it loose

All your recycling should be placed loose in
the recycling bin. This really helps the
sorting and separation of materials for
recycling. Please do not use plastic bags or
sacks for recycling.
If you would like to find out more about
what happens to your recycling and
what you can recycle, visit our website
www.chichester.gov.uk/recycling
or call 01243 534643.

Did you know?
Once we’ve collected your recycling,
it is delivered to a high-tech sorting
plant at Ford where the materials are
separated. In total, the Ford facility
recycles approximately 75,000 tonnes
of materials each year.
This is made up of:
• 49,300 tonnes of paper and card;
• 16,400 tonnes of glass;
• 6,300 tonnes of plastics;
• 3,000 tonnes of steel; and,
• 900 tonnes of aluminium.

We can collect your
bulky household items
Looking to dispose of your fridge, or
buying a new settee and want to get rid
of the old one? We can help. Our bulky
household waste service offers you
the opportunity to dispose of larger
household items, including furniture and
kitchen appliances, in three easy steps.

Step 1
Contact us to find out how much it will cost.
Currently, it is £42 for three items. For more
than three items, prices start from £84.
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Please call 01243 534619 or email
wasteandrecycling@chichester.gov.uk
for a quote.

Step 2
Pay for your collection and tell us how
many items you want collected.
You can do this by:
• visiting our offices in East Pallant,
Chichester;
• calling us to pay by debit or
credit card; or,

www.chichester.gov.uk

• sending a cheque made out to ‘CDC’
to Chichester District Council, Stane
Street, Westhampnett, Chichester,
West Sussex PO18 0NS. Please supply
a collection address, telephone number
and list of items to be collected on the
back of the cheque.

Step 3
Once the payment has been received,
we will contact you to arrange the date
for collection.

medmerry
flood
defence
works
Work on new flood defences in
Medmerry, between Selsey and
Bracklesham, is now underway.
Medmerry is one of the stretches of coastline
most at risk of flooding in southern England. The
Environment Agency’s Medmerry Realignment
Scheme will build major new sea defences inland
from the coast and allow a new intertidal area to
form. It will greatly improve the standard of flood
protection for:

Recycling
and waste for
businesses

• over 300 homes;
• water treatment works; and,
• main road into Selsey.

We offer businesses in the district a complete recycling and
waste service. Over 8,000 tonnes of rubbish is collected from
businesses using our trade waste collection service each year!
You can choose from a variety of
different bin sizes, depending on how
much waste or recycling your business
has. There are also four different
services available: general waste;
mixed paper and cardboard recycling;
mixed material recycling; and green
or garden recycling waste.
Our mixed material recycling service
makes recycling easy, with one
convenient container for:
• plastic bottles;
• food/drink cans;
• cardboard;
• papers;
• catalogues;
• aerosol cans;
• glass bottles and jars; and,
• cardboard based food and
drink cartons.
We recently carried out a survey
asking our trade waste customers
what they thought of our service.
We had an excellent response, and
would like to thank all the customers
who shared their views with us.

You said that our team provides a good
service, stating that both the quality
and reliability of our service is high.
Comments included:
• “The day and time of collections
is perfect for us and we are
grateful for your continual and
reliable service to us.”
• “The employees who collect are
excellent, prompt, reliable and
tidy. Full marks to them.”
• “Good service. Good value
for money.”
While a large proportion of our
customers pay by direct debit,
there were a few who are not aware
of this service. Did you know that
it is easier for both us and our
customers to pay in this way?
If you want find out more, please
contact our waste and recycling
service on 01243 534617,
or email cbirch@chichester.gov.uk
for a quote.

www.chichester.gov.uk

It will also create important new wildlife habitats
and open up new footpaths, cycleways and
bridleways. Two small car parks will also be created.
While the work is being carried out there will be
a number of temporary closures to footpaths
around the area. Signs will be put up advising of
closures and alternative routes. The beach
between Bracklesham and Selsey will also need
to be closed for short periods of time in 2012 and
2013 when the rock structures are constructed
immediately to the rear of the beach.
The Environment Agency and the RSPB have been
working with local farmers to devise cropping
plans for the next year, which will allow much of
the land to continue to be farmed during
construction. The plan will also draw breeding
birds away from the construction areas, so that
work isn’t disrupted.
Work on the scheme is planned to be complete
by Spring 2013.
If you would like further details about the project,
please go to the Environment Agency website:
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/medmerry,
call Jacqui Bandy, Public Liaison Officer on
07917 048912 or email medmerry@environmentagency.gov.uk
For emergency incidents out of hours
please call the Environment Agency’s Incident
Hotline on 0800 807060.
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Helping to make the
Chichester District
even safer
The Chichester District Community Safety Partnership (CSP) brings together all the
main agencies working to make the district an even safer place to live, work and visit.

The partnership includes local agencies,
businesses and residents. Its work includes:
• reducing crime, the fear of crime and
anti-social behaviour;
• reducing the harm of illegal drugs and
alcohol; and
• strengthening communities.
In the last two years the partnership has
helped to reduce the number of thefts
from vehicles in the district by 5% and

Recent successes
Weeks of Action
A number of weeks and days of action have
been held across the district in partnership
with groups including local residents, social
housing landlords and police. The weeks
aim to engage with residents to help tackle
concerns in their neighbourhood and
empower them to look after where they
live. They involve clean ups, activities with
young people and crime prevention advice.
Bike marking
In 2008 the CSP launched a bike register
scheme with Selectamark in response to an
increase in cycle thefts. Since the launch,
nearly 2,000 bikes have been marked
throughout the district. The scheme helps
to deter thieves from taking the bike but
also enables the bike to be reunited with
its owner if it is found.
Anti-social behaviour
The partnership runs a number of initiatives
to help tackle and deter anti-social
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criminal damage by over 10%. Between
April-September 2011 there were 126 fewer
anti-social behaviour incidents than the
previous year. The number involving young
people also fell by 77 incidents.
The work of the partnership is guided by
a three-year strategy, which focuses on
your community safety priorities. It sets
out the partnerships priorities and vision
using crime level statistics from across our
district and your feedback.

behaviour. Projects include personal
development activity days where young
people aged 13-17 get put through their
paces by the local army regiment. Activities
include team building and problem solving.
Mini Games
Our Community Safety and Sport and
Leisure teams have run various mini games
programmes for year 5 pupils across the
district since 2006. Activities include
football, cricket and rugby. For the last
three programmes, activities have been
tailored to promote excitement for the
Olympics and inspire young people to
take part in sport.
The programme also focuses on other
issues such as cultural diversity and
explores bullying and appropriate
behaviour both on and off the sports
field. The programme culminates in a
tournament bringing together all the
schools that have taken part and each
class adopts a country and creates their
own kit and flag.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Members of the partnership are:
• Chichester District Council;
• Sussex Police;
• West Sussex County Council;
• West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service;
• Sussex Police Authority;
• Western Sussex Primary Care Trust;
• West Sussex Drug and Alcohol Action
Team; and,
• Sussex and Surrey Probation Service.

Vehicle theft
The partnership is working hard to reduce
criminal activity across the district by
raising awareness of car crime. If you lend
your support to the campaign, not only will
you be making yourself less vulnerable,
but you will be actively helping to reduce
car crime in your neighbourhood. You may
think that you already do everything
possible to prevent your car being
targeted, but you need to be constantly
aware of the threat of car crime.
Here are some of our top tips:
• always secure your vehicle;
• remove all valuables from your vehicle;
• remove personal mail and documents;
• park safely; and,
• fit an immobiliser and alarm.
You can contact the Chichester District
Community Safety Partnership by email
at communitysafety@chichester.gov.uk
or call 01243 534860.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Investments aim to
boost the local economy
With concerns about the future of the economy, the council has
been working with West Sussex County Council to identify projects
that could boost the local economy. Four key projects have been
identified to help give businesses a welcome boost.

Extending the coverage of
broadband for the district
We are working with West Sussex County
Council to extend broadband across the
whole of the district – benefitting both
businesses and residents. Current access
to a fast and reliable broadband,
particularly in rural areas, is limited.
West Sussex County Council is match
funding the government’s Broadband
Delivery (BDUK) scheme, which has
provided funding of £6.26 million to provide
broadband across the county. Work is now
underway to achieve further funding.
We are also investing £30,000 to make
sure that the last three non-digital
exchanges in our district are ready for
broadband. They are located in Sutton,
Plaistow and East Marden – and are three
of the four last digital exchanges in the
whole of England.

Communities that demonstrate high
demand (and therefore commercial
viability) may increase the chance of
timely improvements being made to the
broadband infrastructure of their areas.

Supporting local food producers
We are working with local food producers
to help them work together to reduce
distribution costs and expand their
businesses. The aim is to find alternative
ways in which goods can be delivered. It
will also help businesses to market their
products together.
We are developing the project with local
food producers, the University of Chichester,
Brinsbury College Centre of Excellence for
Regional Food and Drink and the Sussex
Food Network. The intention is for the model
to be eventually rolled out across the county.
A £75,000 grant from West Sussex County
Council will help to fund the project.

This boost means local people will soon
have a greater choice of providers and
reduce the cost they pay for broadband.
As well as providing a faster downloading
speed, it will also help home-based and
small rural businesses to expand.
West Sussex – Better Connected is urging
residents and businesses to register
support for faster broadband.
You can register support in one of four ways:
• call 01243 642119 to request a paper
form;
• download a form to print and pass to
someone who can’t access the website
www.westsussex-betterconnected.
org.uk; or
• collect a form from your local West
Sussex Library or Help Point, where
completed forms can also be returned.
Alternatively, please return your
completed paper form to: Broadband
Registration, Have Your Say, Freepost
RSBK-CHTU-KGGG, West Sussex County
Council, Chichester, PO19 1RQ.
Registering support does not commit you
to sign up to any new service.
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Support for businesses
We will be creating a website for local
businesses that will be a one-stop-shop for
help and advice. The national Business Link
website already offers help to businesses,
but does not provide local information. Our
aim is to create a website that signposts
businesses to all local support networks,
and provides them with the support that
they need. This will include a database of
available business premises and a regular
email newsletter.
The project will also help local businesses
to grow their business through social media.
This will involve social media training and
new business seminars. A £50,000 grant
from West Sussex County Council will help
to fund the project.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Supporting the redevelopment of
Chichester Festival Theatre
We have agreed to support Chichester
Festival Theatre in its bid to unlock over
£20 million of funding to redevelop its
iconic building in its 50th anniversary year.
It is estimated that the £22 million
development project will bring more visitors
to the area, helping to generate £46
million elsewhere in the local economy.
We are investing £500,000 and West
Sussex County Council will invest
£1.5 million. The project will be supported
through capital funds, which can only be
spent on enhancing or creating facilities
and buildings, and not on the day-to-day
running costs of local services.
By investing in the Festival Theatre’s
project, we are also supporting its
application for new capital funds from
Arts Council England (ACE). Without this
contribution, the application to ACE will
not be considered. This is the first time
that ACE has made a capital fund available
since 2003.
The project will directly and indirectly
support around 350 local full-time
equivalent jobs, and will help to maintain
the Theatre’s position as a leading
international venue. The Theatre is already
a key part of the local tourism offer,
attracting £12.5 million to the local
economy in 2009/10.
The Grade II Listed theatre is 50 years old
and key parts of the building are no longer
fit for purpose. The ‘one-off’ capital
investment will provide a building that will
last for the next 50 years, with additional
seating capacity.

City businesses
say ‘yes’ to
£1.3 million
investment
City businesses gave a massive
boost to Chichester at the end of
last year, when they voted in favour
of becoming a Business Improvement
District (BID).
Around £1.3 million over the next five years will
be invested in the City to deliver projects and
initiatives that will benefit local businesses and
help boost the local economy.
Business rate payers were balloted over the
period of a month. A majority was needed, by
both number and by rateable value, for the
scheme to be approved.
73% of businesses voted in favour of the BID.
Collectively, they represent 84% of the rateable
value. This means that City businesses will now
pay 1% of their rateable value towards the
scheme – starting in April 2012. The money will
be spent on priorities identified by businesses,
such as attracting more visitors to the City, and
making environmental improvements.
“We are thrilled with the result and want to
thank local businesses for voting ‘yes’,” says
Andrew Finnamore, Chairman of Chichester’s
City Centre Partnership.
“This ‘yes’ vote sends out a positive message
that businesses in the City want to work in
partnership to fund additional projects and
initiatives, despite the current economic
challenges.”
To find about more about the BID, please visit
www.chichesterbid.co.uk

Giving the next generation of
entrepreneurs a helping hand
Out of work? Aged 18 to 30? Want to set up your own business?
We are helping unemployed young
people in the district find out if they
could start up their own businesses.
We have awarded a grant of £6,161
to the Prince’s Trust to provide
an Enterprise programme. The
programme will work with young
people who have a business idea
to make sure that they understand
the local market and whether it is
a plan that is likely to succeed in
the Chichester District. It is aimed
at young people who may also be
disadvantaged.
It includes an information session and
four-day ‘Explore Enterprise’ training
course. After this course, each young
person can attend surgeries to explore
their ideas further and to decide if
self-employment is for them. If it is,
they are matched with a business

mentor who may work with them for
up to two years.
The Trust also provides some low
interest loans of up to £5,000 to
support the start of a new business.
Those who decide self-employment
is not for them are offered mentoring
for up to six months for support
with progression into education,
employment or training.
Cllr Myles Cullen, Cabinet Member
for Economy, Property, and Tourism,
says: “One of our key priorities is
supporting the local economy. We
want to do all we can to help to get
people into work and one way we can
do this is supporting the growth of
new viable businesses.”
For more information contact our
Economic Development Team on
01243 534669.

milland Village Stores
Milland’s new community shop and cafe
has opened. It was opened in December
by Downton Abbey star Hugh Bonneville.
The shop is owned by, and run for the
benefit of the local community. For more
information on Milland Village Shop go
to www.millandstores.co.uk. For more
information on other stores around the
district see our website www.chichester.
gov.uk/villageshopdirectory

www.chichester.gov.uk
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LET

your property
work for you

Emergency
reassurance
for carers

We want to introduce you to a brand new housing initiative that aims
to benefit both landlords and those needing rented accommodation.

Our new Homefinder Property
Management Service is a professional
in-house lettings agency. It will provide a
guaranteed monthly income to landlords,
while helping people who desperately
need homes to access quality housing.
With around 4,500 people on our housing
waiting list, there is always a need for
quality rented accommodation. This new
scheme will help to put empty properties
back into use, while helping to reduce the
housing waiting list. This will include
making grants available to help landlords
bring properties back into use and meet
the required standards.
“This new scheme offers a complete letting
service – ranging from helping to find a
tenant, to dealing with all the paperwork
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and day-to-day running of the property,”
says Cllr Janet Duncton, our Cabinet
Member for Housing and Planning.
“The recent reduction in the amount of
housing benefit payable to private tenants
has resulted in fewer private rented
properties being made available.
“We are one of only a handful of councils
across the country that is running schemes
such as this. And it is making a real
difference by helping landlords find tenants
and local people find quality housing.”
For full details on the scheme,
please contact the Homefinder Team on
01243 534734, email lettings@chichester.
gov.uk or go to www.chichester.gov.uk/
homefinder

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Chichester Careline, run by Chichester
District Council, has been awarded a
contract to work with West Sussex
County Council on the Carers’
Emergency Alert Card Scheme.

S

Let your property
work for you

An Emergency Alert Card
Scheme can provide
reassurance to West Sussex
carers if they are suddenly
taken ill.

It ensures agreed emergency contacts
are able to provide temporary cover
while the carer is unavailable.
Under the scheme, carers carry a card
that shows someone depends on them.
If anything happens to the carer while
they are away from the person they
care for, the person attending to them
can ring the 24-hour emergency alarm
centre number on the card.
The centre will phone the people the
carer has identified to contact in a
crisis. These emergency contacts can
then take action to ensure the person
being cared for has the necessary
support in place for them if the carer
is unable to get back.
To register for the scheme, carers
need to complete an enrolment form.
This can be done online at
www.chichestercareline.org,
or you can call 01243 778688
and a form will be sent out.

Chichester Ship Canal
The Egremont operates four scheduled 75 minute
trips every day. Relax whilst listening to points of
interest and local wildlife on the canal.
The larger Richmond boat can be hired for private
events. Our cruises provide a unique venue for a
party to celebrate your special occasion, birthday or
anniversary; whilst passing through pleasant
countryside with ever-changing scenery.
Call: 01243 377405
www.chichestercanal.com

www.chichester.gov.uk
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New loan to help
first time buyers
A new loan scheme has been introduced to help first time
buyers in the Chichester District get on the property ladder.
We have set up an ‘equity loan initiative’,
which can help first time buyers, or
families in need of larger accommodation,
purchase a property.
“The Chichester District has some of the
highest house prices on the south coast
and we want to do everything we can to
help people find homes,” says Cllr Janet
Duncton, Cabinet Member for Housing
and Planning.
“Our equity loan initiative will help first
time buyers not only get on the property

ladder, but also to stay in the Chichester
District. It complements the Government’s
First Buy Equity Loan Scheme, which can
only be used to purchase newly built homes
from certain providers. However, our loan
will not be limited in this way as it can be
used for any property in the district as
long as it fits within the criteria set out.”
The loan will be secured as a charge
against the property, and when it is sold
you pay the loan back plus a proportion of
the increase in the value of the property.

Applicants for the loan must:
• be 18 or over;
• be unable to afford to buy a property
in Chichester District;
• have a local connection to
Chichester District;
• be able to access a mortgage to
pay for a minimum of 75% of the
purchase of the property; and,
• not have an interest in any
other property.

For more information please contact Rob Dunmall at the council
on 01243 534734 or email rdunmall@chichester.gov.uk

Is your garden blooming lovely?
Do you have a fantastic floral display, or a wonderful wildlife
area? If so, enter the 2012 Chichester District Residents’ and
Business Garden Competition, sponsored by Earth Cycle
(www.earthcycle.co.uk).
The competition celebrates
Entry Form Please tick which category you wish to enter. You may enter more than one.
inspirational gardens around
*Entries into these categories will be put
the district and recognises
Business and
Residents only
forward to the Observer People’s Choice
our green fingered residents
Sheltered
Award, and will be featured in the newspaper
Best Front Garden *
and businesses.
for public voting.
Accommodation
** The preliminary round for schools entering
Best Rear Garden *
To enter please return the
within Chichester City, will be judged as part of
Best
Public
House/Hotel
Best Courtyard/Confined Space *
the City Council competition
entry form to Sam Miles, at
(sponsored by Brick Kiln Garden *** Entry into this category can include some
Chichester District Council,
Best Hanging Basket/Container
or all of the following: peat free gardening;
Centre)
Leisure and Wellbeing, East
(judged on the single best
use of solar power; wildlife friendly
Best
Shop
Front/Business
DATA PROTECTION ACT 1988 – By signing this
Pallant House, East Pallant,
container)
form you are giving permission for details to
Premises
Chichester, West Sussex,
Best Wildlife Garden
be kept on Chichester District Council’s Garden
Best Sheltered/ Residential
PO19 1TY. Or find out more
Competition database. Your information will
Best Vegetable Garden/Plot
not be kept for any other purposes.
Accommodation
by calling 01243 534817, or
Most Sustainable/
smiles@chichester.gov.uk.
Environmentally Friendly
Name:
The closing date for entries is
(sponsored by Earth Cycle) ***
Friday 22 June. Judging will
Business or school name
take place between Monday 9
(if applicable):
Schools
and Friday 20 July.
Best School (Sponsored by Brick
We cannot acknowledge
Kiln Garden Centre in
Address:
receipt of entries, you will
partnership with Chichester City
be contacted in the week
Council) **
prior to judging to arrange
Wildlife
Garden Special Award
a convenient time for the
Postcode:
Best Vegetable Garden/Plot
judges to visit. At the time
Special Award (sponsored by
of judging, all entrants will
Telephone:
Tawny Nurseries)
receive discount vouchers for
Most Sustainable/
Email:
use at EarthCycle UK (www.
Environmentally Friendly Garden
earthcycle.co.uk) and Brick
Signature:
Special Award (sponsored by
Kiln Garden Centre (www.
Earthcycle) ***
brickkilngardencentre.co.uk)
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