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Welcome to the autumn edition of initiatives!
activities for all ages, from Aerobics to
Zumba. We also have a medical referral
scheme that helps those with health
problems exercise their way back to health.

I write this as your newly elected
Chairman. I am looking forward to
meeting you over the coming
months and getting involved in the
many community projects that are
taking place across the District.
We have just celebrated the Youth Sport
Achievement Awards ceremony at
Westgate Leisure Chichester. This
highlighted the incredible talent we have
in our District and the great teams who
help to develop our young sporting stars.
Not only do we have people representing
our country, but we also have people
making a real difference within their
communities. You can read more about
this on page 14.
This leads me to mention our Westgate
Leisure centres in Chichester and
Southbourne. I know lots of you already
use them, but for those of you who have
not visited yet, please come and have a
look. The centres offer a wide variety of
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I can also announce some exciting news.
As part of the City Walls project we will be
holding a special event on Saturday 10
September. The Walls at Westgate Fields
will be lit up using atmospheric lighting
to celebrate their unique architecture and
history. Bishop’s Palace Gardens will also
be beautifully illuminated, creating an
enchanting atmosphere where you can
relax with a picnic. To find out more about
this, please turn to page 5.
Our Bishop’s Palace Gardens are
highlighted as one of the most accessible
places to visit in Chichester within a new
guide. It has been created by the
Chichester Access Group, whose
volunteers are either disabled or have a
connection with disability. They have used
their expertise to collate details of every
accessible publicly used building and
business in the City. To find out more
please see page 10.
The magazine is packed with interesting
articles, from our Chichester Careline
Centre helping the vulnerable, to our
coastal defence work, to support for
businesses. Plus much more!
I look forward to updating you again in
the next issue of initiatives.
Best Wishes,
Peter Clementson
Chairman, Chichester District Council
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To a production at
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In this magazine, which article is the most
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into the free prize draw. Even the postage is free!
The winner of our last competition lives in
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All entries must be received by Friday 16 September.
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City Walls Timeline
The Iron Age 800BC-43AD
40 Rival Iron Age tribes battle
over territory.

Roman Britain 43AD-410
43 The Roman conquest of Britain
begins. Chichester is founded.
300 The City Wall is constructed.
Artillery towers are added 50 years later.
400 The Roman Empire withdraws
forces from Britain.

Anglo Saxons 410-1066
500 The Saxons are established in
southern Britain.
890 Alfred the Great makes
Chichester a burh – a defence against
the Vikings.

Norman Britain 1066-1154
1066 The Normans defeat the Saxons
at the Battle of Hastings.
1067 Local lord, Roger de Montgomerie
builds a castle in Chichester.
1076 Work starts on Chichester
Cathedral. Construction takes 32
years to complete.

1337-1453 The 100 year war with France

City Walls are restored

They have defended the City for nearly 1,800 years and now Chichester’s
Walls are set to survive for many more following a major three-year project.

1348 The Black Death reduces
Chichester’s population by a third.
1378 Chichester’s ruined wall is repaired.

The Tudor period 1485-1603
1501 The market cross is built in the
centre of the city.
1538 Chichester’s friaries are
dissolved by Henry VIII.

The Stuart period 1603-1714
1642 Chichester’s Royalists are
defeated by the Parliamentarians
during the Civil War.
1665 Chichester’s gates are closed
during the Great Plague.

Georgian period 1714-1837
1773 The city’s gates are demolished
to ease traffic access.

19th and 20th Century
1861 The Cathedral spire collapses.
1914-1918 World War 1.
1939-1945 World War 2.
1984-1994 The District Council repairs
the City Wall.
2008 The Heritage Lottery Fund awards
a grant to the City Walls Partnership.
2011 The City Wall repairs are completed.
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The project has included repairs to the most
critical parts of the Walls, as well as
research into their history.
The City Walls are a Scheduled Monument
and stretch for almost one and a half miles,
encircling the historic heart of the city. They
are the most intact circuit of Roman city
walls in the South-East of England.
The repair work has involved filling cracks
and removing loose mortar. In other places
the work was structural, with eight metre
long anchors being driven through the Wall
to prevent it from leaning or bulging further.
The aim was to make an invisible repair to
the historic structure. To install the anchors,
the stonemasons had to first remove the
facing flint. They recorded where every piece
was located in the wall, then put it to one
side. When the repair was complete they
replaced the stones in their original position.
It is virtually impossible to tell where a repair
has been made.
Following a geophys survey, which is used
to create maps of the subsurface, at
Westgate Fields, archaeologists and
volunteers worked together to excavate
more than 375 cubic metres of soil. They
revealed the huge foundation stones of a
bastion - one of 70 artillery towers that once
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encircled the City. The dig literally provided
bucket loads of other archaeological
evidence including fragments of Roman
pottery, spearheads and animal bones. All of
this has enabled the story of the Walls to be
pieced together so it can be told to
residents and visitors to Chichester.
The Chichester City Walls Project is funded
by £685,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund,
recognising the national importance of the
Walls. The grant was awarded to Chichester
City Walls Partnership, led by us. We also
contributed £199,000 towards the project.
Andy Howard, City Walls Project Officer,
says: “The Walls have been a constant
feature of Chichester since the city’s very
early inception. They are important not only
to local residents, but to people across the
world due to their historic value. The
project has allowed urgent structural
repairs to be undertaken. We also hope that
our work will bring the history of the walls
to life for new generations to explore.”

Exciting new features to look out
for over the coming year include:
• bronze pavement markers that are
intended to help people navigate the
Walls Trail;

ard,
Andy How roject Officer
P
s
City Wall

Celebrate with us when we
light up the City Walls
Enjoy a free evening of colourful
events at Chichester’s City Walls
and Bishop’s Palace Gardens.

• etched rubbing plaques that will
be installed at key locations – each
one telling a short story and
providing a raised illustration that
can be used for crayon rubbing by
schools and families;
• seven information panels that will
be installed around the Walls; and,
• a free information leaflet for
residents and visitors.
Teaching kits, a souvenir guide, a
definitive historical account, a new
website and a leaflet for owners of
properties near to the Walls are also
being prepared.
Cllr Eileen Lintill, Cabinet Member
for Leisure and Wellbeing, says: “This
is a fantastic project, which will help
to protect Chichester’s history for
years to come. We are really pleased
with what has already been achieved
and we look forward to launching
other exciting initiatives over the
coming months.”

On Saturday 10 September from 7.30pm to
9.30pm the Walls at Westgate Fields will be
lit up using atmospheric lighting to celebrate
their unique architecture and history.
The City Walls Partnership has speciallycommissioned an artist to create a short film
about the history of the City Walls, which will
be projected onto the face of the Walls
throughout the evening.
Alongside this, Bishop’s Palace Gardens will
be beautifully illuminated, creating an
enchanting atmosphere where families can
relax with a picnic.
Small lights will be available on Westgate
Fields for people to write messages to those
on top of the Walls.

Other highlights of the evening
will include:
• music; and,
• an illuminated centrepiece created by
local school children will be unveiled.
The family-friendly event will appeal to
residents and visitors alike.
The event has been organised by The City
Walls Partnership with support from the
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Heritage Lottery Fund and Chichester
District Council.
Sussex-based arts charity Same Sky, who
deliver the lantern parade as part of the
Chichester Festivities, will be delivering the
event and Rolemop Arts will produce the film.
Andy Howard, City Walls Project Officer,
says: “This is the first time the City Walls
have been used as a ‘canvas’ in this way.
The Walls date from the 3rd Century and we
want to celebrate a unique part of
Chichester’s heritage. We want to use the
event and Bishop’s Palace Gardens to
increase awareness and appreciation of the
City Walls. It will be an evening to celebrate
Chichester’s past.”
Cllr Eileen Lintill, Cabinet Member for Leisure
and Wellbeing, says: “We’re very excited to
be holding this event to celebrate our City
Walls. Visitors will be able to see the Walls
at their most beautiful. This is a fantastic
opportunity to showcase Chichester’s
innovative and creative edge, set against the
backdrop of the city’s stunning architecture.
So, bring a picnic and enjoy an evening of
history and culture.”
The nearest car park for the event is Avenue
de Chartres.
To find out more see www.chichester.gov.uk
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Get Active
Festival

Sunday 11 September, 12-4pm
Oaklands Park
Chichester

Chichester Local
Food Fare
Friday 9 to Sunday 11 September.
East Street and North Street, Chichester.
The fourth Chichester Local Food Fare
will offer even more of the best, locally
made produce. Last year’s free event
attracted over 130,000 people into the
city centre over three days, making it
one of the busiest weekends in
Chichester during 2010.
This year, even more traders are booked
in over the three-day event. Up to 50
local stalls will set up each day in North
Street and East Street. Choose from:
• a range of specialist cheeses;
• delicious ice cream;
• seasonal locally grown fruit and
vegetables;
• reared meat and caught game;
• a wide range of handmade foods, from
baked goods to curries; and,
• much, much more.
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The event, organised by Chichester
District Council, is sponsored by Better
Tomorrows and supported by The
Chichester News. Visitors can enjoy the
delicious foods available, or relax in one
of the city’s many cafés and restaurants.
Younger visitors can enjoy a mobile farm
on site on Sunday (11 Sep). This will take
place on Magnus Court, behind Marks
and Spencer.
Opening times are 9am-5pm on Friday
(9 Sep) and Saturday (10 Sep), and
10am-4pm on Sunday (11 Sep). For the
latest information about Food Fare
activities visit
www.chichester.gov.uk/foodfare
If you would like to receive updates
about the Food Fare and other Farmers’
Market activities, sign up to the Farmers’
Market club for free. Simply email
farmersmarket@chichester.gov.uk.

www.chichester.gov.uk

There will be lots of exciting activities at
our annual ‘Get Active’ festival on Sunday
11 September.
The free, fun, family festival offers a range
of activities for the whole family –
regardless of age or ability.
As well as arts and cultural activities, more
than 20 local sports’ groups will be offering
free taster sessions for all the family. The
day will include fencing, judo, circus skills,
climbing, football, rugby, cricket, a bungee
run and gladiator jousting.
The afternoon will also feature:
• activities and challenges from Westgate
Leisure; and,
• for younger children, there will be a play
village and ball pool.
Healthy refreshments will also be on offer.
For more information on activities taking
place throughout the afternoon, please go
to www.chichester.gov.uk

As manufacturers we offer quality & value for money
Car Ports • Stables • Garages • Garden Studios • Changing Rooms • Summer Houses • Sports Pavilions
Roof Refurbishment • Landscaping • Driveways
For All Heritage Type Structures
Visit our web site for more info: www.oakwoodbarns.co.uk or call: (01428) 723777 office only
Free brochure available
Constructed by craftsmen from hand selected timber
Est 1970

Chichester Ship Canal
The Egremont operates four scheduled trips daily.
Passengers are offered a relaxing 75 minute trip
with a friendly crew providing information, points
of interest and local wildlife on the canal.
The Richmond and Egremont both operate
charter cruises. Have a private lunch, evening trip
or a party to celebrate your special occasion,
whilst passing through pleasant countryside
with ever-changing scenery.
Call: 01243 377405
www.chichestercanal.com
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New technology helps
those with dementia to
retain their independence
Those with dementia are being offered a lifeline to maintain their
independence thanks to a new type of technology. With around
25,000 people thought to be living with dementia across Sussex,
it could help to transform thousands of lives.
Chichester Careline has launched ‘Mindme’,
a small GPS locator that has been specially
designed for those with dementia. It can
clip to a belt, hang around the neck, or be
placed in a bag. If a person becomes lost, or
disorientated, they can be located through
a dedicated website by their family or
Chichester Careline. The device sends
details of its location to the website every
four minutes, has a battery life of 18 hours,
and is the smallest GPS locating device to
be launched in this country.
Chichester Careline, run by Chichester
District Council, is the only centre in the
country monitoring these devices. They are
able to locate the person if they become
lost – regardless of where they are in the
world (as long as there is a mobile
network). Information on the location of
the person will only be provided to the
carer or family once a series of security
checks have been passed. This same
procedure is in place on the website. The
centre, which also tracks lone workers,
helped to get the idea off the ground.
“We have been working with Chichester
Careline for some years. In particular, they
have had great success with our lone worker
system,” said Adrian Wolf, from Mindme.
“They received a request from one of their
customers for technology that would help
those with dementia to maintain their
independence. They then approached us,
and we started to work on a solution.
“We are aware of people with dementia
who are kept at home because their
families are worried about losing them. This

technology has been created in response to
this and could literally transform their lives.
It not only helps those with dementia to
retain their independence, but it also gives
their family the reassurance they need. If a
family member becomes lost, they can
simply find them by contacting Chichester
Careline or even locating them on their
mobile phone, or computer.”
Elaine Ellis, who purchased the
technology for her father who lives in
Yorkshire, says, “I live in the South and
my Dad, who has got dementia, lives in
Yorkshire. Before I purchased Mindme, I
was waiting for the next phone call from
his carers to say that he had gone
missing. Now, if this happens, at least I
know that there is something I can do.
What is really positive is that my Dad
recognises that he needs to keep the
device with him at all times.
”For people who are at an early stage of
dementia it can help allay their fears of
getting lost, and it gives them more
freedom and independence.”

to live at home. This new technology is
incredibly exciting and is yet another
solution we can offer.
“We are aware of people who still want to
go to the newsagent for a paper, but are
worried that they will forget where they
are. This solution will give both those with
dementia and their families the
confidence and reassurance they need.
We are aware of someone who lost a
family member with dementia while
shopping in a busy supermarket. Three
days later they were found in Norfolk. If
the person with dementia had Mindme at
the time, they would have been found
within minutes. This new device means
that we can locate someone across the
country or even the world.”
The term ‘dementia’ is used to describe the
symptoms that occur when the brain is
affected by specific diseases and
conditions. Symptoms can include loss of
memory, confusion and problems with
speech and understanding.
The devices are priced at £99.75 each, with
an ongoing monitoring cost of £12.50 per
month. Flexible arrangements can be
discussed in cases of financial hardship.
This price includes Chichester Careline
monitoring the device 24 hours a day,
everyday of the year, and provides website
access to the users and carers.

According to the Alzheimer’s Society,
around 13,200 in West Sussex have
dementia and this is predicted to rise to
around 17,600 by 2021. The condition has a
major impact on both those with dementia
and their families.
“We specialise in providing our customers
with solutions that help them to maintain
their independence,” says Brenda Jackson,
Manager of Chichester Careline.
“Chichester Careline has helped
thousands of vulnerable people continue

Chichester Careline can be contacted on 01243 778688 or by emailing communitycareline@chichester.gov.uk
Further information about Mindme can be found at www.mindme.co.uk
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Brenda Jackson,
Manager of Chichester Careline

Chichester
Careline
Chichester Careline offers care and
support for the whole family 24 hours
a day, everyday. It is run and owned
by Chichester District Council.
We offer services that help to support the
whole family – from young carers, to lone
workers, to those who want to maintain their
independence. Most importantly, we offer you
reassurance that a loved one has access to
help when you can’t be there.
We provide a number of solutions including a
pendant, bed sensor and fire alarms – all of which
are connected to our call centre. Our equipment
is also used for a variety of other purposes - from
protecting crime scenes to monitoring your home
when you are away on holiday!

Help is at hand for
the digital TV switchover
TV is switching to digital all over the UK, which means that
the traditional TV signal will be switched off. This is due to
start in our area in early 2012. If you don’t have digital TV
by the time of the switchover, you will lose your TV channels.
We are working with the BBC-run
Switchover Help Scheme, which
provides help for older and disabled
viewers who may find making the
switch difficult. It can provide
everything you need to turn one TV
set to digital.
You can receive help to convert your
TV to digital if you:
• are aged 75 or over;
• are registered blind or partially
sighted;
• have lived in a care home for six
months or more; or,
• get (or could get):
• Disability Living Allowance
(DLA), or
• Attendance or Constant
Attendance Allowance, or
• Mobility Supplement.
Most people will be asked to pay
£40 towards the standard option of
help. This includes:
• easy to use equipment to convert
one set;
• an approved installer to supply
and install the necessary
equipment; and,
• a 12 month aftercare service,
including a free helpline.

income-related employment and
support allowance.
The Help Scheme will write to you if
you are eligible. All you need to do
is complete the reply form and send
it back. Or you can call the Help
Scheme free.
The Switchover Help Scheme
has already helped hundreds of
thousands of people make the
switch to digital. Equipment has
been chosen to be easy to use.
All installers are approved,
carry identification and will
never call without having made
an appointment.
For further information on the
Switchover Help Scheme visit
helpscheme.co.uk or call
0800 40 85 900. Textphone users
can call 0800 40 85 936.
Digital UK has launched an
information campaign to provide
support and advice around
switchover. If do not qualify for the
Help Scheme and are concerned
about the switchover, visit
digitaluk.co.uk or call
08456 50 50 50.

However, the service is free
for people who receive pension
credit income support, incomebased jobseeker’s allowance, or

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Chichester
is one of the
most accessible
places to visit
Chichester is now one of the most
accessible places to visit, thanks to a free
guide produced by community volunteers.
Chichester Access Group, with the support
and guidance of Chichester District Council,
is aiming to improve and promote access
for the disabled.
The volunteers, who are either disabled or
have a connection with disability, have used
their expertise to collate details of every
accessible publicly used building and
business in the city.
The information has been pulled together
to create a 68 page Chichester City Access
Guide, that will be available for free in most
public places such as libraries, council
offices and Tourist Information centres. It is
also on their website
www.chichesteraccessgroup.org.uk
Six group members completed an Access
Auditing course and are members of the
Centre for Accessible Environments. They
teamed up with other members of the
group to test drive shops, businesses,

Your new
council
The district elections took place
on 5 May this year, with 14 new
councillors joining the council.
The Cabinet

Cllr Myles Cullen and Barbara Teesdale
with the Access Group

churches and parks around the City. Each
entry is rated: Excellent, Good, or Adequate.
The group received over £3,000 lottery
funding to start the project, with further
money from Chichester District Council,
West Sussex County Council and John Wiley
and Sons.
Barbara Teasdale, Chairperson of the group,
wants everyone to explore and enjoy
Chichester: “I came on holiday to Chichester
19 years ago – and it has been the longest
holiday on record!” says Barbara.

Cllr Myles Cullen, Deputy Leader and
Cabinet Member for the Economy, Property
and Tourism, says: “We are really pleased
to be able to support this initiative. Barbara
and her team have done a fantastic job
producing the guide. Most of them know
first hand how difficult it can be accessing
shops and businesses in the City.

“Chichester is so beautiful. I love the street
musicians. I love the layout. It’s a very
happy place to live. I wouldn’t wish to live
anywhere else. If you gave me £1 million,
I still wouldn’t want to leave!

“It was really pleasing to see how many
shops and businesses are accessible.
Hopefully it will encourage even more
people to visit our beautiful city.”

“This guide saves time and helps you to
plan your day, knowing that you won’t face
any problems. It will also make people
aware of what Chichester has to offer and
that it is surprisingly accessible.

To request a copy please leave a message
on 07818 688490 (there is a £1 charge for
postage and packing), write to CAD, PO Box
695, PO19 9NE, or call into our reception to
pick up a free copy.

The Executive Board has now been
renamed to ‘the Cabinet’, and Portfolio
Holders will be known as Cabinet
Members. These changes are to bring
the council in line with general
practice. There is no change in the
role, or way of working, of either the
Cabinet or Cabinet Members. The only
change is that the Leader is elected for
a period of four years. Previously, this
was reviewed annually.
Councillor Heather Caird, is the Leader
of the Council and Cabinet Member for
Service Provision. The Deputy Leader
of the Council is Councillor Myles
Cullen, who is also Cabinet Member
for Economy, Property, and Tourism.
We also have a new Chairman Councillor Peter Clementson. The
Chairman acts as the council’s Civic
Head and represents the District at
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“We have 191 shops and 52 accessible
restaurants listed. It also provides you with
the opening and closing times, the nearest
car park, and goods or services supplied.”

www.chichester.gov.uk

civic and ceremonial functions. The
role of the Chairman is non-political
and one of his jobs is to oversee
council meetings. Councillor Graham
Hicks is continuing as Vice-Chairman.
The Cabinet, which meets 11 times a
year, drives the council’s policies. All
of the Cabinet Members have special
responsibility for specific council
activities. They work closely with
designated officers within the council
to achieve council objectives.
Although the Cabinet has extensive
delegated authority, major policy
decisions go to Full Council to be
determined. Full Council meets seven
times a year and offers an opportunity
for all Councillors to question the
council Leader and Cabinet Members
about current council work and
decisions.

YOUR DISTRICT NEEDS

YOU!

Help shape our district and decide where future housing should be placed

Planning affects all of our lives. It affects where
we live, work and relax. We are currently
working on a series of plans that will shape
the future of our district. Collectively, they are
known as the Local Development Framework
(LDF), and this will replace the Local Plan.
It will alter the way the district looks in
years to come and will decide where future
housing will be located for you, your children
and grandchildren.
We have been working on this for some time,
but due to changes – nationally and locally –
we have had to adapt the way it is created.

The newly elected Cabinet Members and
the areas they are responsible for are as
follows:
Cllr Heather Caird – Leader and Cabinet
Member for Service Provision
Cllr Myles Cullen – Deputy Leader and
Cabinet Member for the Economy,
Property and Tourism
Cllr Tricia Tull – Cabinet Member for
Finance
Cllr Eileen Lintill – Cabinet Member for
Leisure and Wellbeing
Cllr John Connor – Cabinet Member for
the Environment and Community Safety
Cllr Janet Duncton – Cabinet Member for
Housing and Planning
Cllr Josef Ransley – Cabinet Member for
Corporate Services and Communications

All of the research and feedback already
gathered will continue to be used.
Recently, we have seen the introduction
of the South Downs National Park
Authority (SDNPA) in our district. This
means that our LDF will no longer cover
the entire district. Instead, it will include
the south of the district (Chichester,
Tangmere, Selsey, East Wittering and
Bracklesham); and parts of the northeast (including the villages of Kirdford,
Loxwood and Wisborough Green).
We will not set the housing targets of
the SDNP. However, we will work in
partnership with them to make sure that
the plans for both areas complement
one another.
In order to help us produce the
‘Chichester Core Strategy’ we would like
to know:

should go. We will then produce the
draft ‘Chichester Core Strategy’, which
we will then ask you to review and
comment on.
The consultation period has started and
will end on 23 September 2011. You can
provide us with you comments online by
visiting http://chichesterconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal or by
sending them to: Freepost Chichester
LDF. If you have any queries please call
us on 01243 534571 or email
ldf@chichester.gov.uk

Why do we need more
housing?
• We have over 5,000 people who
are on our housing register.

• how many houses do you think we
should provide?
• where should the housing be built?

• We need to consider the
different types of people that
live in our district and create
housing that meets their needs.

When considering where we will put
new housing we also need to consider
other factors including:

• Our population of older people
is growing, and many of our
young people are leaving the
area because there is not
enough affordable housing.

• the capacity of the Apuldram and
other Waste Water Treatment Works;
• the impact on Chichester Harbour;
• traffic congestion in the district,
including in and around the A27; and
• flood risk problems in the area.
Once we have heard your views we will
take the decision on how many homes
should be provided and where they

www.chichester.gov.uk

• We have a large number of
people who live alone.
• We need young people to help
our economy to thrive and also
to help support their parents
and grandparents.
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Venue codes and
useful numbers
CFT and MT
Chichester Festival Theatre
and Minerva Theatre
(01243) 781312 or
www.cft.org.uk

CHC
Chichester Harbour
Conservancy (01243) 513275 or
www.conservancy.co.uk
for more information.

CHT
Cowdray Heritage Trust
(01730) 814347 or
www.cowdray.org.uk

CNHS
Chichester Natural History
Society (01243) 787218

FRP
Fishbourne Roman Palace
(01243) 789829

GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
(01730) 816841

PH
Petworth House
(01798) 342207 or
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

PHG
Pallant House Gallery
(01243) 774557
www.pallant.org.uk

WDG
West Dean Gardens
(01243) 818210 or
www.westdean.org.uk

WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum.
(01243) 811348 or
www.wealddown.co.uk.

Tickets for a variety of events are
available from Chichester Tourist
Information Centre, South Street.
For more information contact
(01243) 775888.

11 September

1 October

Antique & Collectors Fair,
Westgate Centre, Chichester.
10.30am-4pm. Tel: (01243) 788596
for details.

Indoor Car Boot Sale. GC.
10am-1pm.

EVERY WEEK OR SEASONAL

11 September

Traders’ Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester.
Every Wednesday and Saturday.
Farmers’ Markets 2011:
North & East Street, Chichester:
2 and 16 Sept; 7 and 21 Oct;
4 and 18 November
Golden Square, Petworth:
22 October 2011
North Street, Midhurst:
24 September 2011

August – 25 September

While every effort has been made to make sure
the accuracy of this information is correct,
Chichester District Council cannot accept
responsibility for any errors, omissions or
inconvenience caused. We would advise you to
check the details with the organiser before
attending any of the events published.
Apologies to those people who will get the
magazine after some of the events listed. The
list runs from when the first deliveries of
‘initiatives’ are made, but delivery to all
properties normally takes two weeks.
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12 September
Alpine Garden Society. Yunnan,
a paradise for plants, speakers
Dr Peter & Mrs Gill Regan. 7.30pm.
Entrance £1. Tel: (01243) 786254
for details.

13 September

Garden Event: Apple Affair. WDG.
10.30am-5pm.

July – 2 October
Manuel & Lola Alvarez Bravo.
A selection of photographs of
Mexico’s cultural history. PHG.

4 – 30 October
Community Programme – First
Steps in to the Gallery. An
exhibition of selected works by
participants from the Community
programme. PHG.

5 October
The Birds & Wildlife of WWT
London Wetlands Centre, speaker
Richard Bullock. County Hall,
Chichester 7pm-9.30pm. CNHS

Clifford Charles: Less ness.
An exhibition of contemporary
drawings of ink on paper. PHG.

Maritime History Talk: ‘Queen
Elizabeth’s Forgotten Fleet’. CHC.
Eames Farm, Thorney Road,
Thorney Island. 7pm.

2 September – 8 October

17 September

Two one-act plays – South Downs
by David Hare & The Browning
Version by Terence Rattigan. MT.

Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.

Chichester Chamber Concerts
present Atrium String Quartet at
the Assembly Room, Chichester.
7.30pm. Visit http://chichester
chamberconcerts.com for details.

18 September

3 September

Book Fair. GC. 10am-3.30pm.

8 October

Indoor Car Boot Sale. GC.
10am-1pm.

24 September

Country & Western evening. GC.
8pm-11.15pm.

Craft Fair. GC. 10am-2pm.

3 & 4 and 24 & 25 September

8 October

24 September – 5 November
Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber
of Fleet Street. CFT.

No Place like London. Performed
by the Chichester Festival Youth
Theatre. MT. 11am.

25 September

8 & 9 October

Lost Gardens. A 1hr tour to
discover the ‘lost’ features of
Petworth House – the orangeries,
menageries, piggeries and
nutteries. 1pm & 4pm.

Flying display of radio controlled
model aircraft by Chichester &
4 September
District Model Aircraft Club.
Heart to Heart (1962). A rehearsed 10am-5pm. Visit www.tangmeremuseum.org.uk for details.
reading of one of Terence
Rattigan’s lesser known plays. MT.
25 September

8 September

For more information on these
and other events, contact
Chichester Tourist Information
Centre on 01243 775888.

The Sussex Industrial
Archaeology Society. Poyntz
Bridge, the Canal Basin. Display of
photos and artefacts illustrating
the history of the bridge and canal.
2pm guided walk around the canal
basin. Open from 10am-4pm.
Tel: (01903) 721762 for details.

1 & 2 October

Heritage Open Day at CHT. Free
entry all day, plus Tudor cookery
demonstrations. 10.30am-5pm.

8 September

Music on Sundays West Sussex
Guitar Club. 2.30pm at Christ
Church, Old Market Ave,
Chichester. £8 at door (£4
students) or (01243) 527425

29 September

The Antiques Roadshow will be
visiting WDOAM. 9.30am-4.30pm.
Free entry. More info
www.bbc.co.uk/antiquesroadshow

Late night shopping in West
Street, Midhurst. Some shops will
be open late. Tel: (01730) 812832
for details.

10 September

30 September

Country & Western evening. GC.
8pm-11.15pm.

Cowdray Ghost Walks presented
by Paul Ullson. CHT. 8.30pm.

10 September

1 October

Heritage Open Day – Turbulent
Tales. PH. 11am-4.30pm.

Children’s Clothes & Toy Sale. GC.
10am-1pm.

www.chichester.gov.uk

6 October

Autumn Countryside Show.
WDOAM.

9 October
Fungi Foray Workshop. PH.
11.30am-4pm.

9 October
Book Fair. GC. 10am-3.30pm.

10 October
Alpine Garden Society. The Flora
of Monte Zeballos, speakers Mr M
& Mrs A Sheader. 7.30pm. Entrance
£1. Tel: (01243) 786254 for details.

15 October
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.

15 October
The Chilingirian Quartet. Recital
of Beethoven & Brahms with Roy
Stratford (piano) and Oliver Nelson
(violin). 8pm at The Old Library,
West Dean College.

16 October

25-28 October

Rutting Ramble & Roast. PH. 1hr
ramble through Petworth Park
during the rutting season then
return to the restaurant for lunch.
11am.

Halloween at CFT for children
and parents. Visit
www.cft.org.uk/holidayactivities
for details.

19 October

27 October

Evolution of Flowers and
Pollinating Insects. Speaker
Joyce Pope. CNHS. County Hall,
Chichester 7pm-9.30pm.

Late night shopping in West
Street, Midhurst. Some shops
will be open late. Tel: (01730)
812832 for details.

21 October

31 October

Cowdray Ghost Walks presented
by Paul Ullson. CHT. 8.30pm.

22 October
Indoor Car Boot Sale. GC.
10am-1pm.

22 October
Chichester Model Railway
Exhibition Boy’s High School,
Kingsham Road. Specialist toy
auctioneer and valuer Chris Gale
will be available to value any old
toys. Refreshments available.
10am-4.30pm. Organised by
Chichester Lions Club, all proceeds
go to charity. Tel: 07777 681292 or
www.chilions.org.uk for details.

22-23 October
Affordable art weekend.
Painting, printing, jewellery,
ceramics and textiles. Free
admission. West Wittering
Memorial Hall, 10am-6pm. Email
linda@fosketts.com for details.

23 October
Collectomania. GC. 10am-2pm.
Tel: 07798 775319 for details.

24-28 October
Autumn Adventures Half Term
Activities. WDOAM. 11am-4pm.

24-28 October
Roman Army Week. FRP. Learn
about life in the Roman Army and
lots of other activities.

Cowdray Ghost Walks
Halloween Special. Not for the
faint-hearted or anyone under the
age of 11. 7.30pm. CHT.

2 November
African Savanna. Speaker Brian
Hopkins. CNHS. County Hall,
Chichester 7pm-9.30pm.

Enjoy our food fare, marvel at the light display on our
City Walls, and get active with us at Oaklands Park.
From Friday 9 September we
will be offering you a weekend
of exciting events. The Food
Fare will start on the Friday
and finish on the Sunday. You
can picnic in our award
winning Bishop’s Palace
Gardens on the Saturday

evening, while watching a light
display on our City Walls. Then,
our popular Get Active event
will return in Oaklands Park on
the Sunday.
For full details please see
pages 4, 5, and 6.

3 November
Chichester Chamber Concerts
present Chamber Domaine (2
violins, viola, cello, mezzo
soprano) at the Assembly Room,
Chichester. 7.30pm.
http://chichester
chamberconcerts.com for details.

5 November
The Chichester Singers, Mozart
– Requiem, Beethoven –
Symphony No. 9 (Choral
Symphony) at Chichester
Cathedral. Tel: (01243) 512385
for details. 7.30pm

12 November
Indoor Car Boot Sale. GC.
10am-1pm.

12 & 13 November
Christmas Market. WDOAM.
Admission £2.50 including access
to all Museum exhibits.

The Big Sleep Out
Stonepillow is holding its ‘Big Sleep Out’ event at Chichester
Cathedral on Saturday 29 October 2011 from 2pm. The
charity provides services for rough sleepers and vulnerable
people that are vital to their well being and recovery. There
will be a shelter building competition, various entertainment
and activities, and a BBQ in the evening for all sleepers.
For further information, please call 01243 698547 or
email admin@stonepillow.org.uk

Half-term activities
Run out of ideas for activities for your children this
October half term? We have a few suggestions for a
fun-packed time.
Young people can sign up
for the next Personal
Development Activity Day.
Events include tackling obstacle
courses and having their
fitness tested by a number of
physical training exercises. It
will be held on Wednesday
26 October at Chichester High
School For Boys.
Meanwhile, young people can
book a place on the Football In
The Community half term
holiday courses. The courses
are being held on Thursday 27
October and Friday 28 October
from 10am to 3pm at Oaklands
Park, Chichester.
The courses, organised by
Chichester District Council and

www.chichester.gov.uk

Brighton and Hove Albion
football coaches, will offer a
combination of coaching and
games for 6 to 15 year olds.
Each course is designed to
cater for all abilities and
include training drills, skills,
games and tournaments.
There will be a Family Fun Ride
on Wednesday 26 October
along the Salterns Way. Two
routes of 16 miles or 8 miles
available to West Itchenor from
Chichester Westage Leisure or
Chichester Marina. More info at
www.chichester.gov.uk/cycling
There’ll be other activities in the
district including at Westgate.
For more info see our website
www.chichester.gov.uk
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Members of Chichester Runners and Athletics Club
National Young Athletes League Team who were awarded
the Team of the Year Award

Gold Award winners

Isobel Brown, who was
named winner of the
Dennis Polhill Award

Celebrating
our local sports stars
Over 600 people joined in a celebration of our local sports stars in June at the
annual Youth Sport Achievement Awards ceremony.

We received 390 nominations this year,
which is a record. They covered a range of
sports including archery, hockey, skiing,
football and sailing.
The ceremony, held at Westgate Leisure
Chichester, ended with more than 200
young people enjoying a post-ceremony
pool party. “The nominations and the
awards show just how many outstanding
sports stars, coaches, and volunteers that
we have in the district,” says Cllr Eileen
Lintill, our Cabinet Member for Leisure
and Wellbeing.
“The evening was enjoyed by all, and each
of the nominees received a certificate to
acknowledge their achievements.”
The main award of the evening was the
Dennis Polhill Award for individual youth
sport achievement. The winner of this
award, as voted for by readers of the
Observer Series, was Isobel Brown, 16, of
Chichester Runners and Athletics Club.
Isobel is the 2011 national champion for
indoor high jump. She is also ranked
seventh nationally for pentathlon in the
under-17 women’s category. This award,
along with the bronze, silver and gold
Youth Sport Awards, was sponsored by
Game, Set & Match.
The Team of the Year Award, sponsored by
Westgate Leisure, was awarded to
Chichester Runners and Athletics Club
National Young Athletes League Team.
The team won the Southern 1 East Division
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of the National Young Athletes League.
This ensured their promotion into the
Premier Division as well as the accolade of
being the highest ranked junior Sussex
team in this league.
The Volunteer of the Year Award went to
Stephen Crossley from Chichester
Community Fencing Club and
Sportsmanship First. Stephen has spent
three years developing, delivering, and
inspiring young people with the
Sportsmanship First programme. Stephen
has also been instrumental in the founding
of Chichester Community Fencing Club and
has run countless demonstrations and
taster sessions.
The Coach of the Year Award, sponsored
by the University of Chichester, was
awarded to Sharon Blackman. Sharon
coaches hundreds of juniors in fencing
throughout the Chichester District and
beyond. She frequently attends
competitions to support her students, as
well as investing huge levels of time and
energy in running club competitions.
Winner of the Young Persons Commitment
to Sport Award was Stephen Donaldson,
who is currently working towards his
Sports Leader and NGB Level 1
qualification awards. He helps out at
football and tag rugby sessions at local
primary schools and also gives up his time
during school holidays to assist at locally
run holiday camps.

www.chichester.gov.uk

The Outstanding Sports Performance
Award was presented to Yasmin Cooper.
This is Yasmin’s second year representing
her country with the British Children’s Ski
Team. Yasmin had an amazing result at a
top children’s event finishing in the final 10
among the top skiers in her age group in
the world.
The Outstanding Contribution to Sport
Awards went to Gerry Lavelle, Head Coach
at St Gerard’s Amateur Boxing Club. Gerry
established St Gerard’s ten years ago to
provide direction and discipline for young
people on the Swanfield Estate, an area
that has suffered from high levels of antisocial behaviour. He started from scratch
with his own basic equipment and offered
young people of all abilities, genders and
ethnicities structured coaching sessions in
a safe and controlled environment. The
club has become extremely popular.
Having represented England himself as an
amateur boxer, Gerry has always been at
the heart of the club. He is one of those
unsung heroes that continue to put
something back into the local community.
The award scheme, which is organised by
Chichester District Council in partnership
with Chichester Observer and Chichester
Priory Rotary Club, has been running since
2000. It was developed to recognise
sporting excellence among local young
people, and the commitment made to
sport by coaches, volunteers, and
supporters in general.

Siobhan with
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Offer includes:
• free induction and fitness
programme;
• unlimited use of fitness room
and tennis courts;
• all fitness classes including
yoga, pilates and aerobics;
• air conditioned fitness room
and dance studios; and,
• no contract.

The membership costs from
as little as £19.35 per month.

Electric car
gets the thumbs up
A family from Chichester has given the thumbs up to electric cars
after testing one as part of Green Transport Week.

The McCormack family took up Chichester
District Council’s challenge to swap their
diesel car, for an electric one.
Siobhan McCormack and her family,
Seamus aged 7, Conor aged 5 and Ava
aged 3, drove a Nissan Leaf for a day to
see if they could make the switch.
Yeomans Nissan in Worthing allowed the
family to test the car for a day.
The family carried out their normal
activities, from the school drop off, going
to work and visiting the park. They charged
the car in the council’s new electric
recharging point in East Pallant car park.
Siobhan says: “I was impressed with the
car. It was a lot quieter than I thought and
the children thought the car was ‘cool’.

For more information please
contact:
Westgate Leisure Chichester
Via Ravenna, Chichester
West Sussex PO19 1RJ
Tel: 01243 839978
or Westgate Leisure Bourne
Park Road, Southbourne
Emsworth, Hants PO10 8PG
Tel: 01243 376101
Offer expires 30 September 2011

“It was interesting to see on the monitors
how much energy I was using. You use a
lot more energy if you go faster, or if you
use air conditioning for example. It starts
to make you aware of how much energy
you are using.
“I feel very happy using it for our
Chichester based journeys. You tend to get
a lot of eco guilt when you use the diesel
car for short journeys around Chichester.
We try to bike or use the bus for those
journeys because of that, but I would be
happy with this as our second car. I would
definitely consider buying one after testing
this one.”
Simon Ballard, Senior Environmental
Protection Officer at Chichester District
Council, says: “The aim of this challenge
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was to show the family first-hand the
benefits that an electric car can offer. They
really enjoyed taking part in the challenge
and I’m delighted they would now seriously
consider swapping their diesel car for an
electric one on a permanent basis.”
Siobhan charged the car using electric
charging points based in East Pallant car
park by East Pallant House. The points
have been supplied by Chichester District
Council, West Sussex County Council and
Southern Electric. They were installed free
of charge by Southern Electric, as part of a
street lighting contract with West Sussex
County Council.
Overall, 22 charging points are being
installed in 11 locations across West Sussex,
giving a boost to electric car ownership.
Users pay an annual membership of £50 to
join the Charge Your Car (CYC) scheme. The
fee gives drivers a CYC smart card, which
wirelessly opens a security panel on the
charging post. Drivers then leave their car
recharging while they are parked.
The cost of powering an electric car for
10,000 miles is around £200. In
comparison, the cost of diesel for the same
journey would cost over £1,500.
Additional recharging points are available
across the country. The Government plans
to introduce thousands of points over the
next three years.
To find out more visit
www.chargeyourcar.org.uk
or call 0191 265 0500
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New way to
tackle minor crime
helps offender give
something back
to the community
A new way of tackling minor crimes has already shown
signs of making a difference in Chichester.
Sussex Police arrested an 18-year-old
man after he was caught spraying graffiti
in Chichester.
We had been working with Sussex Police
to track the graffiti and linked his tag
to a number of different locations
across the city.
Rather than charge the man, we agreed,
along with Sussex Police, to use the
Community Resolution process as
a way forward.
Community Resolution, or restorative
justice as it is sometimes known, is about
offenders facing up to their actions and
then making amends directly to their
community. This involves the offender
giving something back to the community
and enables victims of minor crimes to
have quick resolutions and closure to
crime. More importantly, it can help to
prevent re-offending.
The young man spent time with Graffiti
Solutions, who are employed by us to
remove graffiti from across the district. He
was able to see how hard it is to remove
graffiti and how much time and money it
takes to clear it. They spend two days a
week tackling this type of crime, costing
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Removing graffiti

the taxpayer around £27,000 a year
throughout the district.
He also advised us on how to identify and
interpret different types of graffiti across
the district. This provided a unique insight
into why this type of crime occurs.
“I didn’t realise how much time, effort and
money went into removing graffiti,” said
the young man.
“I also didn’t consider that what I viewed
as art, others viewed as vandalism. This
stopped me from putting graffiti on
buildings and I am now trying to give
something back through local
community projects.”
Piers Taylor, our Community Safety
Officer, was impressed at the impact the
Community Resolution made: “We don’t
expect Community Resolution to work in
every case, but we have seen a real
difference with this young man who
genuinely wanted to make amends and
put something back in to his community.
He thought his graffiti was quite good,
but didn’t realise that we receive calls
every day from people reporting this as
a crime. He also didn’t realise that we
monitor it as closely as we do.

www.chichester.gov.uk

“Working with him has been mutually
beneficial and given us a unique insight
in why people choose to graffiti certain
areas, how the tagging process works
and why it happens. It has been a team
effort and he has spent considerable
time working as part of the graffiti
removal team recording where graffiti
is located across the district. This has
made him realise what a blot it causes
on our landscape.”
Cllr John Connor, Cabinet Member for the
Environment and Community Safety,
says: “This is a great example of how this
new approach can work. The young man
has seen first hand the amount of time,
effort, and money that is invested in
keeping our district safe clean, and tidy.
Not only has he got involved in the clear
up process, but he has now become
involved in other community projects
that we are working on.”
Commenting on the success of the
scheme PC Alex Johnston of Chichester
City Centre Neighbourhood Policing Team
says: “When I first questioned the young
man he showed genuine remorse for his
actions and he wanted to give something
back to the community in recompense for
the damage he had caused.”

LOFTEK LADDERS

The loft access specialist
Make the most of
your loft space
Quality aluminium, timber and electric
loft ladders supplied and fitted

New and Altered Hatches • Insulation
Loft Boarding • Fast Clean Quality Service

For a free Survey and Quotation call

07751 466 369 or 01243 432362

OVEN CLEANING AT ITS BEST
Your local, environmentally friendly, oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Ranges, AGAs, Extractors.
Call or go on line for our competitive prices

01243 671594

www.bestovencleaning.co.uk

SPECIAL

£5.OO OFF

QUOTE THIS ADVERT

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Keep up to
date with the
latest flood
warnings
Make sure you are up to date with
the latest flood warning system
and register to receive free alerts
from the Environment Agency.

Help reduce flooding by
keeping watercourses clear
As we move towards the winter, we are urging people to check and
undertake maintenance of any watercourses that cross, or border
their land. This is to help reduce the risk of flooding.

There are three types of warning:
• Flood Alert – this is used to warn people
of the possibility of flooding and
encourage them to be alert, stay vigilant
and make early preparations for
flooding. A Flood Alert will be issued
earlier than a Flood Warning, to give
customers advance notice that flooding
is possible.
• Flood Warning – this is used to warn
people of expected flooding and
encourage them to take action to
protect themselves and their property.
• Severe Flood Warning – this is used
when there is a significant risk to life or
significant disruption to communities
and people need to take action to
protect themselves and follow the
advice of the emergency services.
You can sign up to receive free flood alerts
and flood warnings direct to your
telephone, mobile, email, SMS text
message or fax from the agency.
To register call Floodline on
0845 988 1188 or see the website
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
floodline
You can also complete and register a
Personal Flood Plan, as well as learn how
to put together a flood kit. For more
information see www.environmentagency.gov.uk/floodsoutheast

Examples of watercourses include,
main rivers; streams; ditches; drains;
and, culverts.
If a watercourse flows through your land,
you are legally responsible for cleaning
and maintaining it. It is possible that a
watercourse adjoining your land may be
partly your responsibility together with
your neighbour
We have some top tips on our website to
help you maintain watercourses and
prevent flooding. This includes
information on:
• setting up a watercourse maintenance
programme;
• the tools you may need;
• considering the environment;
• how to prevent problems downstream;
and,
• health and safety and staying legal.
“If your home is flooded it causes
devastation,” says Cllr John Connor, our
Cabinet Member for Environment and
Community Safety. “You may think that
only those who live by the sea are likely
to be affected by flooding. However, if
your home is next to, or near, a
watercourse, then you could be at risk.
“Our guide to maintaining watercourses
is simple and easy-to-follow. Most
watercourses need annual maintenance
in preparation for the increased winter
flows. The best time to do this is in
September as vegetation begins to die
back naturally and wildlife shouldn’t be
nesting or breeding.”

Who is responsible for the
maintenance of watercourses in
the Chichester District?
It depends how the watercourse is
classified, but as a general rule:
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• main river and critical ordinary
watercourses – the landowner, but the
Environment Agency has powers to
carry out flood defence works;
• non-main river, open ditches and
watercourses – the landowner;
• culverted watercourses – the
landowner on private land; or West
Sussex County Council (WSCC) where
the watercourse has been culverted
under the highway;
• highway gullies and drains – WSCC
on all public roads and the Highways
Agency on the A27;
• drainage on private roads – the
landowner;
• sustainable drainage systems – the
developer and/or landowner; and,
• public surface water sewers are
maintained by Southern Water.

What should I do if there is a
problem with a watercourse?
Speak to neighbouring landowners
if you have concerns over poorly
maintained watercourses that could
affect you. In extreme cases the
council can serve ‘notice’ on a landowner
to make sure their watercourse is
properly maintained.

Who should I contact about
flooding problems on roads?
Many flooding problems occur on main
roads. The A27 is maintained by the
Highways Agency. WSCC maintains all of
the public highways across the district.
WSCC’s Highways Team should be
contacted if there is any problem
affecting main roads, including flooding.
Maintenance to ditches at either side of
main roads usually falls to the

John Napper

responsibility of the landowners.
WSCC’s Highways team can be
contacted on 01243 777100.

Where do I look for information
on how to prevent flooding?
We have comprehensive information on
land drainage issues and flooding on
our website: www.chichester.gov.uk/
landdrainage
It covers land drainage topics,
including:
• descriptions of different types
of watercourses and who has
responsibility for the maintenance
of them;

Major coastal protection
works are making a
difference in Selsey
A £1.5 million coast protection scheme at Selsey West Beach has
already been making a difference to residents’ homes.
Work to protect homes along a onekilometre stretch of West Beach was
completed earlier this year. It is expected
to extend the life of the coastal defences
and protect homes in this area from
erosion for over 10 years.
The works included:

• clarifying what watercourse
maintenance is needed;

• strengthening works to weaker
sections of the sea wall;

• explaining local authority powers in
relation to land drainage;

• repair works to groynes; and,

• guidance on altering, infilling or
culverting watercourses, with related
information on enforcement issues;
• information on how parish councils
can get involved to help make sure
the land drainage network is properly
maintained; and,
• advice on flooding and emergency
planning.
You will also find a booklet from the
Environment Agency called ‘Living on the
Edge’ helpful. The guide is for people who
live and/or own property next to water.

• a beach recharge, which involved
importing shingle and placing it on the
beach to increase its height to replace
shingle lost through natural coastal
processes over many years.
Residents adjacent to the sea wall are
already noticing the positive effects. John
Napper, Vice Chairman of West Beach
Selsey Residents Group, says: "The beach
recharge with new shingle had an
immediate effect in reducing the energy of
the waves at high tide, giving us an added
sense of security, which we have not had
for a substantial number of years.

Under the Flood and Water Management
Act of 2010, West Sussex County Council
is the Lead Local Flood Authority and
has taken additional responsibility for
flood risk management.

“We would also like to say that since the
commencement of the works, the
contractors’ co-operation and concern to
ensure minimum inconvenience to
residents most affected by the work has
been very much appreciated."

For further information please visit
www.chichester.gov.uk/landdrainage
or contact 01243 785166.

Before the works started, beach levels
were critically low, with the seawall being
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undermined in places. In 2007, this led to
the collapse of a section of seawall,
which put homes at immediate risk.
Following approval from the Environment
Agency, we were awarded £1.3 million of
Department for Environment, Food, and
Rural Affairs (Defra) national flood defence
grant. Our officers then worked closely
with the Environment Agency to secure a
further £200,000 of national funding,
bringing the total value of the works up to
£1.5 million. This enabled more shingle
beach recharge to take place, giving
further life to the seawall and making the
whole scheme more sustainable.
John Connor, our Cabinet Member for the
Environment and Community Safety, says:
“The way capital coast protection works
are funded is changing. This year Defra
has consulted on an alternative approach
to the funding of such projects. This will
make it much harder to achieve funding
and will mean 100% national funding for
projects like this is unlikely in the future.
There will be a greater expectation for
contributions from the local community
instead. Our officers worked very hard to
secure the funding for these vital coast
protection works for Selsey. The partnership
working between our officers, the
Environment Agency, contractors and
consultants has helped deliver a scheme
that the Selsey community will considerably
benefit from for many years.”
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Community projects
benefit from grants
We asked residents and local groups to come forward if
they had ideas for community projects that related to
climate change on the Manhood Peninsula coastline.

Bag it. Bin it.
Please clean up
after your pet

Bag it and bin it – that’s our message to
dog owners to make sure they clean up
after their pets.
Dog fouling is a major concern to the public and
generates many complaints.
Roundworm eggs are found in dog mess, which can
easily be picked up by young children. This causes
stomach upsets, sore throats, asthma, and in rare
cases blindness. The eggs can remain active in the
soil for many years, long after the dog mess has
weathered away.
We are encouraging residents to inform us if:
• they are aware of a hotspot where people
consistently offend. We need information we can
act on, such as times offenders walk, a description
of them, their dog or a vehicle. Our dog wardens
will then target this area; or
• they have witnessed people leaving dog mess and
they know who they are.
Any information is protected under the Data
Protection Act.
Our Customer Care Centre also sells biodegradable dog
bags. These can be purchased at £1.70 for 30 bags.
Owners who do not clean up after their pets face an
on the spot £75 fine.
Cllr Eileen Lintill, our Cabinet Member for Leisure and
Wellbeing, says: “We know that the majority of dog
owners are responsible and clear up after their pets.
However, those who don’t need to be warned that we
will not tolerate dog mess.
“Leaving dog mess around is a risk to the health of
both children and adults besides being very
unpleasant – and is just not acceptable.”
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Grants of up to £5,000 were
available from the Coastal Change
Grants Fund, a small grant fund that
was part of the Coastal Change
Pathfinder Project. The Department
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs awarded us £450,000 for the
Pathfinder Project, and the Grant
Fund is one of the ways in which the
money has been used.
Cllr John Connor, Cabinet Member
for the Environment and Community
Safety, says: “A total of 12 projects
were awarded grant money. These
were for projects that will benefit
users of all ages and were for a
wide range of projects. The projects
had to demonstrate a relationship
to the coast and the way it changes
over time. Applications also had to
reflect local priorities and benefit
the community.”
A panel made up of local councillors
and representatives from groups
including Chichester Harbour
Conservancy and the National Trust,
awarded the grants.
Among the projects to benefit were:

Project: Permissive path
Applicant: Itchenor Society; West
Itchenor Parish Council
A wheelchair-friendly path was
opened 1 July 2011 between the
Chichester Harbour Conservancy car
park and the existing coastal

www.chichester.gov.uk

footpath in Itchenor. There are also
three disabled parking spaces near
the path.

Project: Inter generational
days out at Dell Quay
Applicant: Action in Rural Sussex
Following a successful pilot project,
older people living on the Manhood
Peninsula and children from local
primary schools took part in four
‘Days Out at Dell Quay’ earlier
this year.

Project: Selsey Cycle
Route Leaflet
Applicant: Manhood Cycle Network
A leaflet has been produced
showing cycle routes on the
peninsula and how they can be
linked by existing minor roads to
gain access to new routes.

Project: Fishermen’s
Notice Boards
Applicant: Selsey Fishermen’s
Association
Fishermen’s notice boards have been
erected in each of the three main
fishing areas at Selsey Beach. They
show information to fishermen and
the public including tide times, types
of fish caught and safety awareness.

• Bedroom, bathroom & lounge furniture

• Fitted and freestanding quality furniture

• Full design advice

• Wardrobes, bookcases & kitchens

• Traditional craftsmanship for a superior finish

• Complete installation service

• Hand painted or solid wood finish

• Totally bespoke for individual requirements

• Variety of different finishes

K
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Quality Hand Made Furniture

BESPOKE CABINET MAKER
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Kate Rogers,
Global Flowers

Business is blossoming
in Midhurst
Business is looking up in Midhurst, with the percentage of empty
shops dropping from 13% to 5%.
And the feeling is that the improvements
and schemes introduced to brighten up the
town have made a significant difference.
Chichester District Council, Midhurst Town
Council, Midhurst Community Partnership
and local businesses have all worked
together to invest in projects that will bring
business to the town.
£80,000 was invested in the town after the
district council successfully bid for £40,000
from SEEDA (South East England
Development Agency) and match funded
it with a further £40,000.
The project, which will shortly be coming
to an end, has provided:
• 27 businesses with shop front grants;
• 30 businesses with specialist retail
training;
• £4,250 investment into the Resource
Centre to provide a community facility
at St Anne’s Hall;
• new benches for the High Street and
Market Square (those purchased for
Market Square will be installed after the
resurfacing works);
• new notice boards providing a map with
the shopping and historical trails;
• improvements to Visit Midhurst’s
website; and
• display boards promoting the town to fill
empty shop windows.
Local businesses also joined together to
launch Midhurst’s first loyalty card, which
has been issued to over 1,000 people.
“Prospective tenants of the shops were
aware of the shop front grant scheme, and
it became an additional incentive to
encourage them to move into Midhurst,”
says Cllr Myles Cullen, Deputy Leader
and Cabinet Member for the Economy,
Property and Tourism.

22

“Add to that the improved look and feel of
the shops and town centre area, means
that Midhurst is an attractive place to do
business. The former Tesco site is a great
example. It had been empty for over three
years and then Stockley Trading decided to
take over the premises.
“The businesses have also worked closely
together – the Midhurst First group is an
excellent example of what can be achieved,
with over 1,000 people purchasing the
Midhurst Reward Card.”
Carolyn Bishop, from Black Sheep in
Midhurst, was one of the businesses
that benefited.
She received a shop front grant of just
under £400 towards the costs of having
her shop sign redesigned.
“The old sign made the shop front look
quite flat, whereas the new one makes
my shop stand out more. The new sign
has led to some favourable comments
from people.”
The second stage of the shop front grant
included business advice from Business
Link and merchandising training from
Metamorphosis.
Carolyn says the merchandising training
has been hugely beneficial and has had
a direct result on turnover, especially
over Christmas.
“The training has been really beneficial
and I have definitely seen an increase in
footfall. They really turned the shop
around. They advised me how to display
the stock to its full advantage. They told
me what merchandise I should be putting
in the shop window to attract customers
walking past. I use what they taught me
every day.”

www.chichester.gov.uk

Carolyn Bishop, Black Sheep

Improvement
works at
Little London
Keep an eye out for
improvements at the entrance
of Little London car park in
Chichester.
Work is due to start in the autumn
and will last about three months.
The improvements will be carried out
to the link road and pavement
between the car park and Little
London itself, including:
• York stone paving;
• granite kerbs, and,
• a new road surface.
We will also be resurfacing the
Oxmarket car park.
Once the work is completed, it will be
a safer walkway for pedestrians.
Chichester District Council and West
Sussex County Council have jointly
funded the work.
It is part of a package of measures we
have been working on to enhance the
street scene in the Little London car
park area.
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