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Chairman’s Message

Welcome to the spring edition of initiatives!
As I step down as Chairman
after six years, I would like to
pay tribute to all those who
have contributed to the district
in so many ways. I have met
lots of wonderful people, many
of whom are making a real
difference to our communities.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to say a big thank
you for all your letters of
support about initiatives.
As a reader of our magazine,
you will be aware that each year
we hold a very popular and
successful gardening
competition. The keen
gardeners amongst you will be
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turning your thoughts to your
gardens now. So if you’re
planning on a blooming
marvellous one, please talk to us.
On page 10 you will see last
year’s winners and how to apply
this year. Good luck!
While your thoughts are with
your garden, why not also read
about our popular green waste
service? One in five households
in our district use the service.
This saves a trip to the tip, and
contributes to keeping our
recycling rates one of the highest
in the country. It makes up 10%
of our 40% recycling rate! More

information can be found on
page 11.
Our magazine is also packed full
of events and activities taking
place across the district. We have
also featured Petworth as one of
our hidden gems, to encourage
you to rediscover your local area.
We would love to hear about your
favourite place in the district. Or
perhaps you have a beautiful
picture that you are willing to
share? Please email
publicrelations@chichester.
gov.uk if you can help.
Best Wishes,
John Ridd, Chairman of
Chichester District Council
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Discover hidden gems
on your doorstep: Petworth
The ancient market town of Petworth traces its origins back to medieval times. It is set amidst the lush
beauty of the West Sussex countryside. Its winding lanes and quaint old buildings give the impression
that time has stood still. Yet nothing could be further from the truth, because while it maintains all the
charm of the past, it is also a thriving town.

The town is rich in history. Many of JMW
Turner’s masterpieces were painted here,
and while living in Petworth, Edward Elgar,
composed one of the most recognised
pieces of classical music, Cello Concerto.
Petworth House houses the National
Trust’s finest art collection. And Petworth
Park, with its breathtaking views,
wandering deer and ancient trees was
designed by Capability Brown.
Petworth is internationally recognised for
its antique shops, but it is also a lively and
inspiring town full of independent shops.
You can browse for antiques, check out the
clothes in one of the boutiques, or buy gifts
not available on the high street.
Alternatively, take time off to stroll and
take in the peaceful atmosphere, before
making a stop at a tearoom or one of the
many restaurants.
Jackie Tudor, chairman of the Petworth
Business Association, says: “A visit to
Petworth offers a unique shopping and
cultural experience. The central shopping
area is all within a half-mile radius and
easy walking distance from the car parks.
Petworth is known as the ‘Antiques
Centre of the South’ and was voted
Best Antiques Town. It also has a wealth
of independent retailers, boutiques, cafes,
and restaurants.”
Petworth has a business association, with
a wide variety of members, including:

Rachael Beaumont, footwear
specialist at Therapy

Nichole Peet, Coco Café
and Sugar Lounge

Thakeham Furniture is situated in Old
Bakery Yard. Husband and wife, Tim and
Belinda Chavasse, run it. The pair trained
as antique restorers and opened the
present shop in 2002.
They specialise in English antique
furniture from the 18th and 19th
centuries. Beautiful old sofas and
armchairs are stylishly reupholstered in
fabrics such as Colefax and Fowler and
Mulberry. There are also gilt mirrors,
shelves and oil paintings.

Coco Café and Sugar Lounge

They deliver and export furniture
throughout the UK and Europe.

This traditional sweet shop with a modern
twist has been in the town for two years.
Old-fashioned sweet jars filled with
humbugs, lollies, bon bons, and chocolates
line the walls. Owner, Nichole Peet, says
their aim is to serve the best hot chocolate
in Sussex.
Nichole says about the shop: “The idea is to
make people happy. We want people to
enjoy the colours of the sweets and cakes
when they walk in. We want people to have
fun choosing treats.”
In the summer, you can sit outside on
decking or enjoy an ice cream from the
shop’s old ice cream van parked at the back.

Therapy (women’s clothes and
gifts, shoes and home ware)

Tim and Belinda
Chavasse,
Thakeham
Furniture

Therapy in Petworth is a husband and wife
business, run by Chris and Laura Woodham,
with two shops in the town centre. One sells Petworth Butchers
women’s fashions, accessories and jewellery, Petworth Butchers sell top quality beef,
and the other selling women’s shoes and
lamb, pork, and poultry from their own farm
home wares.
and other local farms. Fish and seafood,
including lobster and crab, is caught locally
The couple opened their first store seven
from fishermen at West Wittering.
years ago.
Laura says: “We aim to offer a personal
service with an interesting and different
range of products that can’t be easily found
elsewhere. Most of all we offer a fun and
relaxing shopping experience. Whether you
spend or not, we want you to leave our
shops smiling!”
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Thakeham Furniture
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Richard Hayler, manager, says: “The shop
has been established for five years. All the
meat is locally sourced, including some
from the Leconfield Estate. Everything we
sell is the best quality we can get locally.
Come in and talk to us about free range
chickens and ducks.”

Some of the
businesses signed
up to the scheme

Spriggs Florist
Spriggs Florist is a family run business
by two generations of the Spriggs family
– Geoffrey and Evelyn, and their children
Samantha and Matthew.
Their philosophy is simple: ‘beautiful
flowers for all occasions’ from birthdays
and get-wells to lavish country weddings,
displays at Arundel and Chichester
cathedrals, to product launch parties.
Samantha says: “We have been
established for 30 years. All
arrangements are hand made by an
experienced team of creative florists.
Look out for the blog on our website with
details of our latest work.”
Petworth offers a variety of local shops
and businesses. This includes a large
range of antique shops, gift shops, arts
and crafts, galleries, beauty salons, a
bookshop and wine merchants.

Samantha and
Matthew Spriggs,
Spriggs Florist

Rewarding shoppers
in Midhurst
Hundreds of shoppers in Midhurst are benefiting
from the town’s reward card scheme.
The Midhurst reward card gives shoppers
points when they spend money in one of
the 19 businesses signed up to the
scheme. Led by local businesses and
supported by Chichester District Council,
the scheme has given a boost to the town
since its launch in November last year.
Various events have been held, including
a ‘golden’ ticket hunt over the Easter
weekend. Every shopper who used their
reward card had a chance to win prizes
and extra points.
“There are many hidden gems in our
town and we’ve seen a real boost in
business since we launched the reward
card. It’s a great way to encourage more
residents, and visitors, to shop in
Midhurst,” says Carolyn Bishop, Owner
of Black Sheep.
Each time you spend money with a
business that has signed up to the
reward scheme, you will receive points.
When you gain a certain amount of
points, you will receive a discount on
your next purchase within that business.
You will only need one card to use in all
the stores, as it keeps points gained in
each store separate.

Details of the businesses taking part
and their offers can be found on the
Midhurst reward card website
www.midhurstfirst.co.uk Promotions by
participating businesses can also be
found on the website.
Offers differ between businesses.
For example, some offer one point for
every £1 spent, and 100 points gives you
£5 or £10 off your next purchase. The
types of businesses involved include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

cafés, restaurants and pubs;
gift shops;
health food shop;
hairdressers;
clothing shops;
print designers;
butchers;
motoring needs;
bakery;
jewellers;
DVD shop; and,
wine shop.

Cards cost £5 and are available from
all participating stores and the website.
Leaflets are also available detailing the
current offers and businesses taking part.

Petworth has a range of annual events including:
• Fete in the Park and Petworth Festival
in July;
• One Day Fair in November;
• switching on of the Christmas lights,
with a street market and late night

shopping on the first Saturday
in December; and,
• Petworth Farmers’ Market. This takes
place bi-monthly on the fourth Saturday of
the month. The next is on 25 June. The

market is held in Golden Square and High
Street, and runs from 8.30am to 1.30pm.
Stalls sell a variety of local produce and
goods. Some local retailers also bring their
goods into the street on market days.

For more information on events and businesses go to www.petworth.biz

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Helping people to stay local
A father of two is thrilled that new affordable homes in
West Ashling have now been completed.

Greg and his family

Twelve new energy efficient, affordable
homes have been built for local residents
to rent. The development at Portal Close
includes bungalows, flats, and family
houses. It also includes a traditionally
designed flint detailed cottage that blends in
with the much-older housing in the village.
Greg Targett, a local resident for over ten
years, is thrilled with his new threebedroom home: “My wife, Rosie, and
I really needed three bedrooms so we
could give our son Callum (11) and
daughter Samantha (seven) their own
room. The house is really warm, spacious,
and has a great layout. We are just over
the moon with it. There are solar panels
on the roof and we are hoping that they
will help us save some money on our bills.”
“This is a lovely area, and the village has
a great community feel,” Greg adds.
“The community has now been extended
with these 12 new homes and it will really
benefit the area. It has helped bring some
people back to the area that may have
been forced to move away because of the
lack of affordable housing. There are now
a lot of children in the area, which means
that the next generation are going to the
local school.”
“I was very impressed with the builders and
they were very considerate to the local
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community. They even invited some of the
local school children to visit the site and
showed them how modern houses are built.”
Children from Funtington Primary School
had the opportunity to see how old timber
frame building techniques were being used
to build new homes.
The school visit was organised by Hyde
Plus (part of the Hyde Group, the housing
association responsible for the
development). Representatives from the
construction company showed the children
around the site after a safety talk from the
site manager. The children watched a roof
being constructed, which they found very
interesting. The site manager was also on
hand to explain the importance of
environmental features in new housing.
Sam Irving, Rural Housing Enabler at
Chichester District Council, says: “Having a
school so close, gave a unique opportunity
to show the children what goes on behind
the scenes when building a high quality,
affordable home. They got to see first-hand
how the new homes are being built, and
research the timber frame building process,
which is so important to this scheme.”
It is the first site of its kind to be developed
for local people by the Chichester Rural
Housing Partnership, which consists of

www.chichester.gov.uk

Chichester District Council and
HydeMartlet. The scheme has been
designed to help meet local housing needs
and has also provided the community with
a new parking area. It is the result of many
years’ hard work and will make sure that
there is high quality affordable housing for
local households for future years to come.
The scheme received a significant investment
from the partnership and the Homes and
Communities Agency. This was in recognition
of the high design standard and carbonreducing technology included in the homes.
Funtington Parish Council was given the
Chichester District Council Chairman’s
Award at the opening day in February this
year. Sam says: “The award was given to
the parish council for all the support they
gave to the scheme. It reflects the desire
they had to help local families secure
affordable housing and make the parish
more sustainable by preventing local
people from having to move away.
We are very grateful for all their help.”
For further information about the
Chichester Rural Housing Partnership
and its work, please call the council’s
Customer Service Centre on 01243 534734,
or go to www.chichester.gov.uk/
chichesterruralpartnership

• Bedroom, bathroom & lounge furniture

• Fitted and freestanding quality furniture

• Full design advice

• Wardrobes, bookcases & kitchens

• Traditional craftsmanship for a superior finish

• Complete installation service

• Hand painted or solid wood finish

• Totally bespoke for individual requirements

• Variety of different finishes

K

PETER KEMP

Quality Hand Made Furniture

BESPOKE CABINET MAKER

T 01243 377377 M 07740 798446 FREE ESTIMATES AND DESIGN ADVICE

Harwoods
Conservatories

& Garden Rooms

Chichester Ship Canal
The Egremont operates four scheduled trips daily.
Passengers are offered a relaxing 75 minute trip
with a friendly crew providing information, points
of interest and local wildlife on the canal.

Harwoods Conservatories and Garden Rooms
design bespoke structures to complement
your house and garden.
Full design service • Free, no obligation quote
Quality Service – No Compromise!
T. 01730 815588 E. info@harwoods-conservatories.co.uk

The Richmond and Egremont both operate
charter cruises. Have a private lunch, evening trip
or a party to celebrate your special occasion,
whilst passing through pleasant countryside
with ever-changing scenery.
Call: 01243 377405
www.chichestercanal.com

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Your council tax
explained
Your council tax helps to pay for the services you rely on every day –
from waste and recycling collections, to your children’s education, to
keeping your streets safe. Without it, your local public services cannot
provide what you need.

This year, Chichester District Council, Sussex
Police, and West Sussex County Council’s
share of your council tax has been frozen.
This means that you will benefit again from
the lowest council tax in West Sussex.
We collect your council tax, but this money
is then distributed to a number of public
services. Our share amounts to 9%. This is
equivalent to £2.56 per week, if you are a
Band D taxpayer. Of the 91% remaining,
79% goes to West Sussex County Council,
about 9% goes to the Sussex Police
Authority and roughly 3% goes to local
parish councils.
•
•
•
•

West Sussex County Council
Sussex Police Authority
Chichester District Council
Parish councils

79%
9%
9%
3%

How do you work out my
council tax?
The Valuation Office places your
property into a band. This depends on
the size of your property and the area
in which you live.
If you think your home is in the wrong
band, you should contact the Valuation
Office. For more information call
020 8276 8600, or go to
www.voa.gov.uk
To work out the amount for each tax
band, we divide the amount of council
tax required by a number known as the
council tax base. This gives us the
council tax for band D, with the other
bands calculated as a proportion of this.

Chichester
District Council
£133.24 (+0%)

Sussex Police
Authority
£138.42 (+0%)
Average Parish £41.60 (+2.3%)

West Sussex County Council
£1,161.99 (+0%)

Total Band D Council Tax = £1,475.25

Supporting you through difficult times
If you are struggling to cope in the current economic climate and need some support, we may be able to help.
We can provide support and assistance in the following areas.
Benefits

Housing

Support for businesses

Tel: 01243 534509
Email: benefits@chichester.gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk

Tel: 01243 534734
Email: contact@chichester.gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk

We can provide housing and council tax
benefits to those on a low income. We have
dedicated staff who will advise you about
the help you may be entitled to. There is
also a benefits calculator on our website,
which will help you to find out if you can
receive assistance. If you are not entitled
to benefits, there may be other services
we can offer you.

If you have housing problems, we will try and
work with you to find solutions. This often
involves looking at the opportunities that
exist in the Private Rented Sector. In some
instances we can provide a top up to your
housing benefit, if you are struggling to
cover your rent.

Tel: 01243 534669
Email: business.support@
chichester.gov.uk
www.chichester.gov.uk

We also offer a mortgage rescue package for
those who are struggling to pay their
mortgage. And we work with other agencies,
such as the Citizens’ Advice Bureau and
Christians Against Poverty, to provide financial
support and debt advice. Local housing
associations also offer help to their tenants.
To find out more, please visit our website,
or call us on the number above.

8

www.chichester.gov.uk

Support for businesses is also a top
priority. We have dedicated Business
Support Officers, who visit businesses
of all sizes and from all sectors
to provide business support.
This includes:
• help with finding premises and
networking opportunities;
• putting you in contact with relevant
council teams; and
• putting you in contact with other
organisations, which can offer
further support and advice.

Helping to
prevent
homelessness
A new scheme has been
launched in the Chichester
District to help prevent
homelessness.

Chichester District Council –
value for money
We provide over 100 services. Your council
tax pays for around 58% of our overall
costs. The rest is covered by Government
grants and chargeable services. We always
aim to use resources wisely and make sure
that we spend money on services that
matter most to all of our residents. We also
work closely with our partners to make sure
that you are receiving value for money.
We are doing this in a number of ways,
from buying together, to sharing services.
Our services include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

waste and recycling collections;
planning and building control;
leisure;
sport and tourism;
licensing;
environmental health;
housing and housing benefits;
car parks;
public safety; and,
council tax collection, to name a few.

Making savings and efficiencies
Over the past 18 months we have made over
£3 million of savings. This was because of
the economic and financial downturn, and
the reduction in Government funding.
In spite of this, we still need to make
further savings over the coming months
and years. In the last financial year,
Government funding accounted for around
51% of our income, with you, the taxpayer,
making up the other 49%. This level of
Government funding is set to reduce over
the next two years to just 36%, with
council tax making up 64%. Along with
other public services across the country
we know that this will have a major impact
on our own council.
As we explained in the last issue of
initiatives, the way in which we deliver our
services to you will change over time. We
will be putting our plans into place over the
next year. We are able to do this because
we have prepared for this situation and
want to make sure that we have the time
to consider the right solutions. Most

importantly, we want to make sure any
future decisions we make are the right
ones for our local communities.

Business rates
If you use a building or part of a building to
run a business, you will pay business rates.
Although we collect business rates,
all of this money currently goes directly
to Government. Some of this money is
reallocated back to us as part of our
Government funding.

Help us to save money
If you pay your council tax or business rates
by direct debit, you are helping us to save
money. The payment method is simple,
secure and helps us to reduce costs.
You can also pay:
• online www.chichester.gov.uk ; or
• by post – by following the instructions
on your bill.
For more information on how to pay by
direct debit, or other payment methods,
please contact us on 01243 534501 (council
tax) or 01243 534504 (business rates).

Contact details
West Sussex County Council
Technical Section
County Treasurer’s Group
County Hall, Chichester
West Sussex PO19 1RG
Tel: 01243 642113
Email: county.treasurer@
westsussex.gov.uk
Chichester District Council
East Pallant House
1 East Pallant, Chichester
West Sussex PO19 1TY
Tel: 01243 785166
Email: finance@chichester.gov.uk
Sussex Police Authority
SPA Treasurer’s Office
County Hall, Chichester
West Sussex PO19 1RG
Tel: 01243 777100

www.chichester.gov.uk

Our Housing Team is working with
Hyde Housing Association on their
new leasing scheme.
Hyde has been acquiring properties
from private landlords for more than
15 years. The leasing scheme gives
landlords with empty properties the
opportunity to enter into three-year
leases with guaranteed rental
payments from Hyde. If the property
is suitable, the process can be
completed within five weeks of the
initial inspection.
The scheme can offer landlords:
• guaranteed rents;
• no arrangement fees;
• no management fees;
• most day-to-day internal repairs
undertaken without charge; and,
• a free gas servicing contract
(subject to terms and conditions).
“Hyde’s leasing scheme helps us to
prevent and reduce homelessness
within the district as all the
properties acquired can only be used
for people on our waiting list,”
says Marie Willis, Housing Options
Manager at Chichester District Council.
“When Hyde find a property, they
contact us to check if there is anyone
on our waiting list that would be
suitable for it. This allows us to move
people out of our temporary
accommodation and into more
settled homes. It also creates more
space in our temporary
accommodation for anyone who
is made homeless.”
If you have an empty property, please
contact Hyde Housing Association on
020 8297 7570 or visit their website
www.hyde-housing.co.uk/buy-rentor-exchange-a-home/i-have-ahome-to-let
If you are homeless, at risk of
becoming homeless, or need some
housing advice, please contact our
Housing Team on 01243 534734
or afarrands@chichester.gov.uk
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Sponsored by Earth Cycle
www.earthcycle.co.uk

Entry form

Is your garden
blooming lovely?
Do you have a fantastic floral display or a wonderful
wildlife area?

To enter the 2011 Chichester District Residents’ and
Business Garden Competition, please return the entry
form to Sam Miles, Administrative Support Officer, by
Friday 17 June 2011 to the following address:
Chichester District Council, East Pallant House,
1 East Pallant House, Chichester, West Sussex PO19 1TY
Judging will take place in the week commencing
Monday 11 July 2011.
For further information, please call 01243 534817 or
email smiles@chichester.gov.uk

If so, enter Chichester
District Residents’ and
Business Garden
Competition.
The competition celebrates
inspirational gardens around the
district and recognises our greenfingered residents and businesses.
If you would like to know more
about the competition, please
contact our Parks and Green Spaces
Officer, Mick Gore, by email at
mgore@chichester.gov.uk or by
phone on 01243 534823.
There was a high standard at last
year’s competition with judges
impressed with the enthusiasm
and talent shown by the applicants.
A wide-range of horticultural ability
was displayed with impressive
examples of everything from
ornamental flowers to organically
grown vegetables.
We would like to thank local
businesses and groups who lent
their support to last year’s
competition:
•
•
•
•

The Woodhorn Group.
Brick Kiln Nursery.
Alpine Society.
The Chichester Observer.

Last year’s winners were:
Best School (Sponsored by Brick
Kiln Garden Centre ) – Birdham C E
Primary School, Birdham.
Best Front Garden Under 50m.sq –
Mr P De Buisseret, Chichester.
Best Front Garden Over 50m.sq –
Mrs Hilary Gilson, Prinsted.

Best Rear Garden Under 100m.sq –
Mr Gates, Midhurst
Best Rear Garden Over 100m.sq –
Mr Casburn, Chichester.
Best Courtyard/Confined Space –
Mrs Holloway, Wisborough Green.
Best Hanging Basket/Container –
Mrs Steel, Chichester.
Best Alpine/Rock Garden
(Sponsored by The Alpine Garden
Society, West Sussex Group) –
Mr Newbold, Chichester.
Best Wildlife Garden –
Ian Kirk, Selsey.
Best Vegetable Garden/Plot –
Kate Fox, Midhurst.
Most Sustainable/Environmentally
Friendly Garden (Sponsored by
The Woodhorn Group) – Kate Fox,
Midhurst.
Best Sheltered/Residential
Accommodation – Byron Court,
Chichester.
Best Shop Front/Business
Premises – St Wilfrid’s Hospice,
Chichester.
Best Public House/Hotel
(Sponsored by Brick Kiln Garden
Centre) – The Wheatsheaf,
Midhurst.
The People’s Choice Award
(Sponsored by Chichester Observer)
– Mr P De Buisseret, Chichester.
Judges Special Award for Schools
– Portfield Community Primary
School, Chichester.
Wildlife Special Award for Schools
– Camelsdale Primary School,
Chichester.
Vegetable Plot Special Award
for Schools – Lavant Primary
School, Lavant.

If anyone would like to volunteer their time and skills in the
district’s parks and gardens, such as Bishop’s Palace Gardens, please
contact Mick Gore, Parks & Green Space Officer at Chichester District
Council, on 01243 534823 or email mgore@chichester.gov.uk
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Please tick which category you wish to enter. You may
enter more than one. Once we receive your entry form, we
will send you a 10% discount voucher for use at Brick Kiln
Garden Centre (www.brickkilngardencentre.co.uk).

Residents & Residential Accommodation
Best Front Garden (under 50 m sq) *
Best Front Garden (over 50 m sq) *
Best Rear Garden (under 100 m sq) *
Best Rear Garden (over 100 m sq) *
Best Courtyard Garden/Confined Space *
Best Hanging Basket/Container
Best Sheltered/ Residential Accommodation
Best Wildlife Garden
Best Alpine/Rock Garden
Best Vegetable Garden/Plot
Most Sustainable/ Environmentally Friendly Garden
(sponsored by Earthcycle) ***

Businesses
Best Public House/Hotel
(sponsored by Brick Kiln Garden Centre)
Best Shop Front/Business Premises

Schools
Best School (sponsored by Brick Kiln Garden Centre in
partnership with Chichester City Council )**
Wildlife Garden Special Award
Best Vegetable Garden/Plot Special Award
Most Sustainable/ Environmentally Friendly Garden Special
Award (sponsored by Earthcycle)***
Name:
Business or school name (if applicable):

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:
* Entries into these categories will be put forward to the Observer’s Peoples’ Choice
Award, and will be featured in the newspaper for public voting.
** The preliminary round for schools entering within Chichester City, will be judged as part
of the City Council competition.
*** Entry into this category can include some or all of the following: peat free gardening;
use of solar power; wildlife friendly; and water wise gardening.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Making the most of your garden waste
Spring is here and many people’s thoughts are turning to the garden.

Gardeners in the district are making our
area greener in more ways than one by
using our very popular Green Bin
Composting Service. More than 8,700
households – one in five households –
have joined the service since it started in
2006. It is one of our quiet success stories!
Households using the service are
contributing almost 10% towards our 40%
recycling rate. Last year over 3,154 tonnes
of garden waste was collected. Since the
scheme started, over 8,700 tonnes of
garden waste has been collected and
composted locally. This is waste that
would otherwise have ended up in landfill.
Peter Blewden, Chichester District
Council’s Environmental Strategy Manager,
says: “Recycling green waste delivers a
range of benefits. It is convenient for the
householder because it is a doorstep
collection and saves on a trip to the tip, it
is good for the environment because it
substantially reduces the amount of waste
going to landfill and it boosts the amount
the district recycles!”
The Green Bin Composting Service covers
most of the district. We also offer
economical green waste disposal
solutions for local businesses.
Once collected, the material from your
green bin is taken to The Woodhorn Group
in Tangmere. Here it is composted through
a process known as open windrow
composting. This involves the green waste
being shredded and placed in large piles
or ‘windrows’. This is when the main
active composting phase starts. This
phase lasts between 12 and 20 weeks and
the windrow is turned regularly ensuring

thorough mixing and to keep the compost
aerated. After this the compost is stored
and allowed to mature for around six
months. It is then ready for use.
The finished compost is available in the
Earth Cycle compost range, which has
been certified by the Composting
Association and approved by Organic
Farmers and Growers. The Earth Cycle
range includes the following products:
•
•
•
•
•

compost mulch;
multipurpose compost;
organic cow compost;
root zone; and,
topsoil.

For stockists or for more information see
www.earthcycle.co.uk/stockists

How do I join the scheme?
Please ring the council on 01243 534619
to join the scheme. You can pay for the
service either by direct debit or credit
card. The scheme costs £48 a year if you
pay by credit card, or alternatively just
£41.60 a year by direct debit. Ninety per
cent of our customers now choose to pay
by direct debit, saving £6.40 on the cost.
The service allows you to have your
garden cuttings collected on a fortnightly
basis in a green-wheeled bin and turned
into compost. The collection point for your
green-wheeled bin is just outside your
property boundary so it is clearly visible
to the collection crew from the highway.
In areas where our Green Bin Composting
Service does not operate, you can dispose
of small amounts of garden waste using a
special pre-paid garden waste sack.
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These are available from our offices at
East Pallant House or from selected
retailers. Once your sack is full, put it out
next to your black-wheeled bin on your
waste collection day.
Garden waste can be taken to the
Household Waste Recycling sites operated
by West Sussex County Council at
Westhampnett and Midhurst.
Or, you could compost garden waste at
home. For more information on this, please
see the recycling section of our website.

What can I put out
for collection?
Yes please
•
•
•
•

Grass cuttings and weeds.
Flowers and plants.
Fallen leaves.
Hedge and shrub clippings.

No thank you
• Vegetable and fruit peelings.
• Normal household waste.
• Meat, fish, cheese dairy products
or any food prepared with these or
cooked leftovers and plate
scrapings – raw or cooked.
• Soil and rubble.
For more information on our Green
Bin Composting Service or green
waste recycling visit our website at
www.chichester.gov.uk/
wasteandrecycling
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Venue codes and
useful numbers

EVERY WEEK OR SEASONAL

CFT and MT

Traders’ Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester.
Every Wednesday and Saturday.

Chichester Festival Theatre
and Minerva Theatre
(01243) 781312 or www.cft.org.uk

Farmers’ Markets 2011:
North & East Street, Chichester:
6 May, 20 May, 3 June, 17 June

CHC

Golden Square, Petworth:
25 June

Chichester Harbour Conservancy
(01243) 513275 or
www.conservancy.co.uk for more
information.

North Street, Midhurst:
28 May

CJC
Chichester Jazz Club
(01243) 776001

GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
(01730) 816841

PH
Petworth House
(01798) 342207 or
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

PHG
Pallant House Gallery
(01243) 774557

SDP
South Downs Planetarium &
Science Centre
(01243) 774400
(To reserve tickets)

by the Raven Tor. Cowdray Heritage
Trust, Midhurst. A family day with lots
of activities, learn about combat and
derring-do! A chance to meet 18th
century pirates and smugglers.
Normal entry fees apply. 10.30am4pm. www.raven-tor.co.uk for
more information.

1 & 2 May
Food & Farming Fair. WDOAM.

Sample and buy from quality
producers, plus tastings, cookery
classes and demonstrations and
much more.

2 May
All Aboard – A Tour of the Planets.

SP

SDP. 3.30pm.

Stansted Park
(02392) 412265 or
www.stanstedpark.co.uk

5 May
Gala Evening of Music and Fashion.

WDC
West Dean College
(01243) 818277 or
www.westdean.org.uk

WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum
(01243) 811348 or
www.wealddown.co.uk

Tickets for a variety of events are
available from Chichester Tourist
Information Centre, South
Street. For more information
contact (01243) 775888.
For more information on these
and other events, contact
Chichester Tourist Information
Centre on 01243 775888.
While every effort has been made to make
sure the accuracy of this information is
correct, Chichester District Council cannot
accept responsibility for any errors,
omissions or inconvenience caused. We
would advise you to check the details with
the organiser before attending any of the
events published. Apologies to those
people who will get the magazine after
some of the events listed. The list runs
from when the first deliveries of ‘initiatives’
are made, but delivery to all properties
normally takes two weeks.

12

1 May
Pirates & Smugglers Day presented

PH. Drinks in the Marble Hall, a
fashion show á la vendeuse presented
by “The Essence of Fashion” with
buffet supper, musical entertainment
and shopping in the Audit Room.
6.30pm-10pm. Tickets £40.
Booking (01403) 273614.

7 May
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
7, 8, 14 & 15 May
Chichester Open Studios Art Trail
2011. 100 participating artists in 69

venues in and around Chichester.
See www.chichesterarttrail.org for
more information.

8 May
Saltern Way Charity Fun Ride in aid

of St Wilfrid’s Hospice and MacMillan
Cancer Support. Start 9.30am at The
Cross, Chichester. For details contact
(01243) 755827 or email
fundraising@stwh.co.uk

8 May
Midhurst Camera Club workshop –
Improving the outdoor shots.
For more information contact
(01730) 821317 or
www.midhurstcameraclub.co.uk.

8 May
Saturn: Lord of the Rings. SDP.

3.30pm.

9 May – 18 June
She Loves Me. MT.
11 May
Midhurst Camera Club workshop –
AGM and enprint competition.

rescue. Meet at the Harbour Education
Centre, Dell Quay. 6pm (1.5 hrs).

20 May – 11 June
Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead. CFT
20 May
Satellites: Eyes and Ears in Space.
SDP. 7.30pm.

For more information contact
(01730) 821317 or
www.midhurstcameraclub.co.uk.

21 May
Midhurst Monthly Markets. GC.

12 May
Music Evening. SP. Edwardian Songs

21 May
Going digital – Photographs
Workshops. PH. Explore your Digital

from the shows. 7.30pm.

13 May
Cowdray Ghost Walk presented by

Paul Ullson. A walk in the twilight
hours to discover the legends and
legacies of historic Cowdray. Not for
the faint-hearted or under 11’s.
Tickets £7. Tel: (01730) 810781
or www.cowdray.org.uk.

13 May
The Mark Crooks Quintet playing
the music of Benny Goodman and
Artie Shaw. CJC at the Pallant Suite,
South Pallant, Chichester. 7.30pm10pm, doors open at 6.30pm.
Tickets £12.

13 & 14 May
Swing Needle Knitting Workshop.
PH. Suitable for all levels from
beginner to advanced. 11am-1pm and
2pm-4pm. £15 per 2-hour workshop to
include materials. 10 places per
workshop.

14 May
Country & Western evening. GC.
7.45pm-11.15pm.

14 May
Our Moon: Is it really made of
cheese? SDP. 7.30pm.
14 May
Mini Masterpieces – Kids Saturday
Art Club. A drop-in family workshop

for accompanied children between 311 years. PH, 12-3pm. Normal grounds
admission + £2 per child for art club.

14 & 15 May
What’s Cooking? PH. Join the cooks

as they re-create dishes from Petworth
House of yesteryear. 12-3pm. Normal
grounds admission.

15 May
Tangmere Military Aviation Museum
Family Day with additional

attractions, activities and exhibits.
10am-5pm. (01243) 790090 or
www.tangmere-museum.org.uk
for more information.

19 May
Mud Rescue. CHC. A demonstration

by the local Coastguard team of a mud
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8.30am-2pm.

Camera 2. Time will be divided
between the classroom and the
pleasure grounds. 10am-4pm. £70 per
person. Booking on (01323) 873400
or www.goingdigital.co.uk.

Saturday 21 May
Faure Requiem and Cantique de
Jean Racine, plus other works.

Fernhurst Choral Society with
orchestra and soloists. St. Paul’s
Church, Chichester. 7.30pm. Tickets
£12.50 (half price for students).
Tel: (01730) 816542, (01428) 644125
or (01428) 642332.

22 May
The Hunt for Planets and Life. SDP.
3.30pm.

28 May
Mayfest organised by the Rotary
Club of Chichester on the Prebendal

School Playing Fields. Music and
dancing, craft stalls, sideshows, duck
races on the River Lavant and food
and drink. 10am-4.30pm. (01243)
536468 for more information.

29 May
Music on Sundays with Sergei
Podobedov on piano. Christ Church,

Old Market Avenue, Chichester,
2.30pm. Tickets £8 (students £4) at
door or (01243) 527425.

30 May – 3 June
South Downs Springtime Half Term
Activities. WDOAM. Learn about the

natural world, enjoy arts, crafts,
games and more. For accompanied
children of all ages.

31 May to 3 July
Open Art Exhibition. The 3rd Pallant
House Gallery & St Wilfrid’s Hospice
Open Art Competition at PHG.

1 June
My Harbour. CHC. To celebrate 40

years of the Conservancy managing
the harbour, in 2011 everyone is
invited to bring their stories and
photos of the Chichester Harbour
area to be recorded and published
on www.mychichesterharbour.co.uk.
10am (2 hrs).

2 June
Our Violent Sun. SDP. 3.30pm.
3 June
Solar Heritage Trip: I Spy. CHC.

A trip designed for younger ones and their
families on the solar boat. Adults £7.50,
children up to 16 £3.50. Booking essential.

4 June
Under Cover with Anne Swithinbank.
Well known gardener Anne Swithinbank
will talk about raising and displaying
plants. WDC. 2pm. RHS Members £12,
Non-Members £15.

4 & 5 June
Heavy Horse & Working Animals Show.

12 June
Murder Mystery Afternoon – A vintage
House Party. PH. 2pm-3.30pm, Trial at
12 June
The Mousehole Cat (puppet show). WDC.
A puppet show for any age from 4 to very
grown up, which tells a story of the Cornish
village of Mousehole where a storm has
been raging for weeks. 3pm. Adults £8,
children under 16 £5.

17 June
When Rocks Fall From Space. SDP.
7.30pm.

18 June
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.

8.30am-2pm.

5 June
Magnum Antiques. GC. 9.30am-4pm.
7 June
Sea Shanties. CHC. An evening of music

British Red Cross. Gardens open 2pm-6pm.
(01798) 343081 for more information.

10 June
Sense & Sensibility presented by the
Chapterhouse Theatre Company at the

Picnic Theatre, Cowdray, Midhurst.
Tickets from £8. Tel: (01730) 814347
or www.chapterhouse.org for more
information.

10/11/12 June
Stansted Park Garden. Show SP.

10am-5pm.

11 June
Mini Masterpieces – Kids Saturday Art
Club. A drop-in family workshop for

accompanied children between 3-11 years.
PH, 12-3pm. Normal grounds admission +
£2 per child for art club.

11 June
The Chichester Singers performing
Rutter (Requiem), Tippett (Five
Spirituals from ‘A Child of our Time’) and
Willcocks (Sing Africa). Chichester
Cathedral, 7.30pm. Tickets £7/£10/
£15/£20 from Cathedral Cloisters Shop
(01243) 813595. For more information
(01243) 572195 or
www.chichestertickets.co.uk.

11 June
Country & Western evening. GC.
7.45pm-11.15pm.

11 & 12 June
Sussex Guild Exhibition Parham House.

Hop on your bike, cycle for 10 minutes and be in with
a chance to win fantastic prizes.
Throughout May, organisations in the Chichester District
are being challenged to see who can get the highest
number of people cycling. The Workplace Cycle
Challenge is open to anyone who works within the
district. Cycling related prizes will be given to both
individuals and organisations.
For more information or to register, please go to
www.chichestercyclechallenge.org.uk

19 June
Secret Gardens of Petworth. In aid of the

19 June
Father’s Day SP. Village cricket, classic

cars and free house entry for dads. 1pm.

21 & 22 June
As you Like It Open Air Theatre by
Shakespeare’s Globe. Parham House,

7.30pm. Tickets 0207 401 9919.

23 June – 16 July
Top Girls by Caryl Churchill. MT.
24 June
Top of the Harbour Walk. CHC. A 10 mile

(16km) walk from Emsworth to Chichester
finishing in Chichester City Centre. Bring a
packed lunch and snacks. Meet The Square,
Emsworth 10am (6 hrs).

25 June
Going digital – Photographs Workshops.
PH. Explore your Digital Camera. Time will
be divided between the classroom and the
pleasure grounds. 10am-4pm. £70 per
person. Booking on (01323) 873400
or www.goingdigital.co.uk.

25 & 26 June
Petworth Park Food Festival. PH. Cooking

demonstrations, wine and real ale tastings
and arts and crafts stalls. 10am-5pm.
Tickets £5 (to include NT members).

26 March – 26 June
Robin and Lucienne Day: Design and the
Modern Interior. PHG.
26 June
Music on Sundays, Chichester String
Ensemble (Frances Kelly, harp).

Contemporary and traditional crafts for
sale. 11am-5pm.

Christ Church, Old Market Avenue,
Chichester. Tickets £10 (students £5)
at door or (01243) 527425.

12 June
The Moon and This Week’s Total Eclipse.

26 June
Spectacular Total Solar Eclipses. SDP.

SDP. 3.30pm.

9-29 May

3.30pm. Normal admission applies.

WDOAM. Displays and demonstrations of
horses at work on traditional tasks and a
variety of other working animals in action.

and stories, with local musicians, about the
gruelling lives of sailors in years gone by.
£4 includes grog and ship’s biscuits.
Booking essential.

Workplace Cycle Challenge

3.30pm.
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National Bike Week
18-26 June
Teams at Chichester District Council and West Sussex
County Council (WSCC) will be encouraging people to swap
petrol power for pedal power during National Bike Week.
A number of events, funded by Defra (Department for
Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs), will be held within
Chichester City and across West Sussex.
For more information on cycling activities including
dates of public guided rides and route maps, please
go to www.chichester.gov.uk/cycling

Chichester Challenge
Sunday 10 July
Chichester Challenge is a day of ups and downs. Three
walks, three timed runs and two mountain bike routes –
all to raise money for the charity of your choice.
Enjoy a run in glorious downland countryside, cycle round
a circular mountain bike route, or walk in spectacular
forestry and estates near the Roman city of Chichester.
The event is designed to challenge you in many ways.
There are distances to suit all, from youngsters to senior
citizens. You can even recruit a team and take part with
friends and family.
For more information, and to register, go to
www.chichester-march.org.uk
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Get involved with your coastline
A pilot initiative in our district is stripping away jargon and encouraging local people
to learn more about coastal change, and participate in coastal decision-making.

Coastal Literacy is a new education and
information programme that aims to
demystify the language and terminology
used in coastal management. The
Manhood Peninsula has been chosen as
the location for the pilot project.
The Coastal Literacy project was inspired
by a scheme taught in American schools
called Ocean Literacy. It has led to a greater
understanding and appreciation of the
ocean by many different groups in America.
Coastal Literacy is being developed by
the charity Coastnet, which is working
in partnership with us. The project is
one strand of work under the Chichester
Pathfinder project, one of 15 projects
nationally funded by Defra (Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs).
The Chichester Pathfinder project has
been looking at new approaches to
planning for, and managing, adaptation
to coastal change, in partnership with
the local communities.
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Coastnet hopes to further develop
Coastal Literacy and roll out the scheme
nationally after the Chichester Pathfinder
project ends.
Alex Midlen, Strategic Director of
Coastnet, says:

“In America, educational efforts
about the ocean have helped to
enhance public ocean literacy.
We want to mirror that here with
the Coastal Literacy project.
“Coastal Literacy will enable
people to have a better
understanding of how the
coastline functions and how
it is governed, to communicate
about it in meaningful ways,
and to make informed and
responsible decisions regarding
its management.”

At the start of the project a study was
undertaken of current levels of knowledge
and awareness about the coast locally.
Later stages of the project have focussed
on the production of a number of
educational tools.
As part of the Coastal Literacy project,
local people have been involved in making
a series of short films. For the first film,
Celebrating the Manhood Peninsula
Coastline, local fishermen and Selsey RNLI
members were interviewed and four
young people each directed a minute long
film on aspects of the coast they love.
Henry Wiltshire, aged 12, from East
Wittering, directed a film about surfing.
Henry says in the film:

“I think it’s good to live by the sea
…If I couldn’t live by the sea
anymore I’d be really sad.”
Two further films exploring risks and some
of the difficulties of participation in the

Local children
learn about
Selsey coastal
protection works

The year five and six pupils
visited West Beach earlier this
year. Our officers spoke to the
pupils about the dynamic
coastal environment. They also
spoke about the groyne and
beach replenishment works
that were being completed to
help protect the land behind
the seawall from erosion.

Children from Medmerry School have learnt the
importance of coastal protection after they
visited works carried out at West Beach, Selsey.

Urgent, major coastal
protection works to protect
homes started along a onekilometre stretch of West Beach
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in December 2010. The work
was completed in March 2011.

“This was a great way to
show the children just
how much the
environment can affect
where they live, and how
important it is to carefully
plan the management of
our naturally dynamic
coastline,” says Gavin
Holder, Chichester District
Council’s Coast and Land
Drainage Officer.

Lily Foster, starred
in one of the films

coastal management process are currently
in the final stages of production.
Rachel Carless, Coastal Literacy Officer
at Coastnet, says:

“Coastal Literacy has an important
role to play in helping communities
adapt for coastal change and to
play a more active role and take
greater ownership of their future”.
Julie Whitney, Coastal Change Project
Manager at Chichester District Council,
says:

“The coastline has provided the
peninsula with exceptional natural
resources and is vital to our wellbeing and our economy. Through
this project, local residents have
been learning about how the
coastline affects us, and what
we all can do to ensure its health

“The works carried out
are vitally important to
protect resident’s homes.
The pupils learnt about
the difficulties of securing
funding for coast
protection works and the
importance of community
involvement. Back at the
classroom, the children
then debated an
alternative method of
flood protection and took
part in a ‘true or false’

Henry Wiltshire

today and for generations that
will follow in our footsteps.
“We are encouraging people to
understand, that while we will
maintain coastal defences where
possible, in some areas we need to
think differently. The coastline
has been changing over the ages
and we need to start working with
coastal processes.”
In December 2009, as part of a national
consultation on Coastal Change policy, the
council was awarded a £450,000 Pathfinder
grant by the Government. This was to work
with partners to assist communities on the
Manhood Peninsula to adapt and respond
to the challenges of an ever-changing
coastline. The grant has been used to
recognise innovative ideas for dealing with
and adapting to coastal change. Part of this
money was used to fund Coastal Literacy.

quiz to see what they had
learnt. They responded
very well.”

As part of the project local groups are
also being encouraged to apply to a small
grants fund to support community-based
projects. So far, grants have been
awarded to projects including:
• a community group wishing to better
understand sediment movement
through radio tracking of pebbles at
West Beach in Selsey;
• the local archaeology society who want
to explore the Medmerry area before it
changes through the managed
realignment scheme;
• divers from Bracklesham who wish to
survey and record the sea bed.
For more information on Coastal Literacy
and other projects on the Manhood
Peninsula, please see: Manhood
Peninsula Partnership website
www.peninsulapartnership.org.uk
Coastal Literacy at
www.coastalliteracy.wordpress.com
Selsey Coastal Trust at
www.selseycoastaltrust.org.uk

Gavin Holder with schoolchildren
from Medmerry School

Gavin discussed the nearby
proposed Medmerry ‘managed
realignment’ scheme as an
alternative method of flood
protection in the local area.
The pupils then debated about
this approach of managing
flood risk to Selsey and the
surrounding area, focusing on
the implications and benefits
that can occur.
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Changes to

housing benefits
The Government has introduced a number of changes to housing
benefit, which it says will save £1.8 billion by 2014/15.

One of the most significant proposals is a
reduction in the Local Housing Allowance.
This will affect you if you claim housing
benefit and rent in the private sector.
The Government’s Valuation Office decides
the Local Housing Allowance rate for
different types of accommodation. The
change means that rather than around a
half of all properties being made affordable
to those on housing benefit, this has now
reduced to around a third.
The reduced rates will apply to all new
claims made from 1 April 2011. If your claim
began before this, you will be protected for
nine months after your Local Housing
Allowance review date. This applies unless
your household circumstances change.

Allowance for your area. New claimants
from 1 April 2011 will no longer receive
these payments. The payment will end
for current claimants on your claim
anniversary date, or sooner if your
household circumstances change.
• an increase in non-dependent
deductions from 1 April 2011.
Non-dependents are usually adult
relatives that live in the same house as
you. The deductions will increase over
the next three years to match the level
they would have been at if they had not
been frozen in 2001. This is to provide a
fairer deal for the taxpayer and to make
sure that adults make a reasonable
contribution to their housing costs.

• introducing a maximum bedroom rate
per household. From 1 April 2011, the
maximum that any household can
qualify for will be a four-bedroom rate.
• removing the £15 weekly excess that
some customers can receive under the
Local Housing Allowance
arrangements. This applies when your
rent is less than the Local Housing

Help and assistance
If you are concerned, or want further
information on the changes, please
contact us or pop in and see us. We can
help explain things in more detail and
can give you a clearer idea of how this
will affect you.

• The Government wants to create a
fairer and more manageable housing
benefit scheme.
• Housing benefit has increased
considerably over the past 10 years.
It has risen from £11 billion in
1999/2000 to £20 billion in 2009/2010
in cash terms. If changes are not made
now, it will cost £25 billion by 2015/16 –
a rise of 24%.

• Housing
We can help to advise you on affordable
housing and can work with you to try
and negotiate a lower rent with your
current landlord. For further information,
please call 01243 534734 or email
contact@chichester.gov.uk

Weekly non-dependant deductions
Aged 25 or over and on Income Support/Job Seekers Allowance (Income Based)
or aged 18 or over and not in work
In receipt of main phase Employment Support Allowance (Income Related)
In receipt of Pension Credit
Not in receipt of main phase Employment Support Allowance (Income Related) rate
Aged 18 or over and in work
- gross income less than £122
- gross income between £122 and £180
- gross income between £180 and £234
- gross income between £234 and £310
- gross income between £310 and £387
- gross income over £387
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The Government is increasing the amount
of money it provides to councils for
Discretionary Housing Payments. If you
struggle to cope financially, due to any of
the changes introduced, you can apply for
this type of funding to help you.

• Benefits
We can help you to understand how
these changes will impact on you
individually. For further information,
please call 01243 534509 or email
benefits@chichester.gov.uk

Reasons for the changes
Other changes also include:

Extra help
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April 2010

April 2011

£7.40
£7.40
Nil
Nil

£9.40
£9.40
Nil
Nil

£7.40
£17.00
£23.35
£38.20
£43.50
£47.75

£9.40
£21.55
£29.60
£48.45
£55.20
£60.60

As manufacturers we offer quality & value for money
Car Ports • Stables • Garages • Garden Studios • Changing Rooms • Summer Houses • Sports Pavilions
For All Heritage Type Structures
Visit our web site for more info: www.oakwoodbarns.co.uk or call: (01428) 723777 office only
Free brochure available
Constructed by craftsmen from hand selected timber
Est 1970

OVEN CLEANING AT ITS BEST
Your local, environmentally friendly, oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Ranges, AGAs, Extractors.
Call or go on line for our competitive prices

01243 671594

www.bestovencleaning.co.uk

SPECIAL

£5.OO OFF

QUOTE THIS ADVERT

LOFTEK LADDERS

The loft access specialist
Make the most of
your loft space
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• Re-Roof & Repairs, Chimney, Valley & Leadwork •
• Gutter Clean & Replacement, Facias & Soffits • Flat Roofs •

FREE SURVEY & QUOTE
& INSULATION SOLUTIONS
Class 1 Fire Rated Spray Foam Insulation from 25 mm to 150 mm
HOUSE/ROOF, GARAGE, VAN, BOAT, ASBESTOS ENCAPSULATION

ATTIC ROOM from £1,900 * 5% VAT * STOPS CONDENSATION

Tel: 01243 576251 Mobile: 07854 356223

Quality aluminium, timber and electric
loft ladders supplied and fitted
New and Altered Hatches • Insulation
Loft Boarding • Fast Clean Quality Service

For a free Survey and Quotation call

07751 466 369 or 01243 432362

For A FREE Quote Call Nigel Cooke: 0800 634 3975
MAIN OFFICE: 01243 866691 MOBILE: 07743 998372
EMAIL: AERIALCONNECTIONS@SKY.COM

www.chichester.gov.uk

get set for digital ✓ 10% Off
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New museum
starting to take shape
The Novium, our new museum in Tower Street, Chichester,
is starting to take shape. And it has already gained
international interest.
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A personal trainer offers more
than just assistance to ‘take you
through’ a workout. They are
there to coach and educate you
on all components of health and
fitness, as well as to help you
obtain optimal results.

Earlier this year, France 3, a Normandy
based news programme, visited the
museum. They filmed staff packing up
items for the move to the new site in
Tower Street and showed how the new
building was beginning to take shape.
An American civil engineering magazine
also ran a feature about the
construction of the building and the
Roman bath remains. The remains were
backfilled with sand while the building
was being built and they have recently
been uncovered in preparation for their
display in the new building.

The museum in Little London closed its
doors for the final time in January.
Members of the public visiting on the
last day shared their memories with
staff. These included first dates, a
romantic marriage proposal, and first
visits as a young child.
Staff have been preparing for the move,
making sure thousands of objects that
need to be transferred are safely stored
by the end of this year.

Maybe you are entirely new to
fitness and want to get it right
from the start? Perhaps you are
an advanced sports athlete and
you want to break through to a
new fitness level? Or you may
want to try your hand at an
entirely new challenge and need
the right direction? You can even
find a friend or family member
who is of a similar fitness level
and share the cost (and the fun)
of your sessions!

We are flexible and can work
around your busy lifestyle.

To keep up-to-date with the museum’s
progress and the official opening date,
follow us on Facebook, Twitter
(ChichesterDC), or sign up to our email
newsletter by sending your details to
publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk
Alternatively, go to our website
www.chichester.gov.uk

For further details come and
speak to a fitness instructor or
contact 01243 839978 or go to
www.chichester.gov.uk
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Gemma training at
Westgate Leisure, Chichester

World Champion and Olympic hopeful
trains at Westgate Leisure Chichester
One of Great Britain’s World Champion swimmers, and Olympic hopefuls, used Westgate Leisure
Chichester as her training venue earlier this year.
Gemma Spofforth (23) won gold at the
2009 World Championships in Rome, and
set a new world record time in the 100m
backstroke in the process. She has also
won numerous championships with her
team in Florida, where she has just
finished a degree in psychology.
Gemma came back to England to spend
time with her family and friends in
Slindon, and needed somewhere to keep
up her training. Westgate Leisure
Chichester was the perfect place for her to
come and train: “It’s only 15 minutes from
my house and is a really nice area. As well
as the pool there is the gym upstairs,
which is great for me. I can do my training
in the pool and my dry-side training in one
place,” she says.

doing. And enjoy the social aspects
of it as well as the training that you are
putting in behind it.”
“The swimming community really is a
family as you spend so much time in and
out of the water together training. It’s
something I don’t think you can find in
many other places.”
Gemma enjoyed spending time in the
district and everything it has to offer while
she was here: “I brought an American
friend back and we did all the tourist
things,” she says. “We went to the
Cathedral as I realised I’ve never actually
been in there before. It’s beautiful and
I can’t believe I haven’t been in there or
seen Chichester from that point of view
before. I’ve definitely seen more this time.”

“I love swimming; I’ve been doing it since
I was three. I was put in the five-year old
group because I was so tall and looked
like I was five. I swam with them and
just kept going. When I was about seven
I trained at Bognor competitively, and
then I went over to Portsmouth and
trained there, before going over to
America a few years ago.”

Moving to America allowed Gemma to
train to become a counsellor and continue
to compete in swimming. And it involves a
lot of training – swimming ten times every
week, for two hours at a time, as well as
four or five hour-long dry side sessions.
That can include boxing, running up lots
of steps, or just running. And then there
are weight sessions on top of that.

Gemma wants to encourage everyone to
jump in the pool, no matter their age or
ability: “Swimming has brought me such
great opportunities in my life. You should
just enjoy swimming and have fun in the
water. Don’t get in and think, oh this is a
gruelling exercise and something that’s
going to hurt, just enjoy what you’re

When Gemma gets tired, she finds a
special person keeps her going. “My
mum has been a huge inspiration to me.
She died of cancer in 2007. The strength
that she had fighting cancer and the
strength I feel like she’s given me has
definitely inspired me to be the best
swimmer I can be.”

www.chichester.gov.uk

When she’s away from the pool, Gemma
is a trained counsellor. She works with the
American version of the Good Samaritans
and is planning to go back to school after
the Olympics. “My dream is to swim, be
a counsellor and go to school. I want to be
able to do all three and mingle them all.
want to achieve the best that I can
achieve in swimming, but I also want to
do all three at the same time.”
Kevin McCoy, Westgate Leisure Manager,
says: “We are proud to support all
national athletes, and offer them the
opportunity to train at Westgate Leisure
Chichester or Bourne.
“Gemma is a great role model and an
inspiration to all our young people in the
district. Through hard work, dedication,
and determination, she has managed to
combine her passion of swimming with
her work as a counsellor. She has
excelled at both.
“We were really pleased to help support
Gemma in her training while she enjoyed
her time here. Visitors to the leisure
centre watched in amazement at the
power, speed, and grace of her
swimming. The BBC’s Olympic Sports
Reporter also filmed Gemma during her
training at Westgate.”
Gemma will now be travelling between
Australia, America and England for
training for the Shanghai World
Championships and the Olympics.
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Building near water…
what are the flood risks?
Carrying out work near water can cause flooding to other areas. Some work may need consent
from the Environment Agency, while other work may need planning permission from us.
We’ve teamed up with the Environment
Agency to let you know what to do if
you’re planning to carry out some work.
If you’re planning to build extensions /
garages or erect fences near water, or
making repairs / alterations to riverbanks,
the Environment Agency can give you
advice. They have a fact sheet called
‘buying or building near water’, which
offers general advice on land drainage
issues. It also explains when flood
defence consent is required and how to
submit an application.
Enforcement action may be taken against
work carried out without their permission.
If you are unsure if you need consent

please contact the Environment Agency.
For a copy of the fact sheet or for advice,
please contact their Development and
Flood Risk Team (Solent and South Downs
Area) on 08708 506506.
For flood advice, please go to
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
homeandleisure/floods
Surfacing over your front garden can have
a surprisingly big impact on the
environment. It can cause additional
surface water and potential pollution
of rivers and streams.
Planning permission is required from us
if you want to pave over your front garden
using non-porous material (where water

Your chance to get
involved and
have your say!

cannot be absorbed by the material).
You do not need planning permission for
a new or replacement hardstanding of any
size if porous surfacing, such as gravel,
is used, or if the rainwater is directed to
a lawn or border to drain naturally.
For general advice on land drainage,
please see the council’s website
www.chichester.gov.uk/
index.cfm?articleid=14221
For more information on surfacing over
your garden, please contact our Planning
Team on 01243 534734,
dcplanning@chichester.gov.uk or go to
www.chichester.gov.uk/planning

Make sure
you VOTE!

We want you to get involved and let us know how we can
improve our services to you.
We take our responsibility to you
very seriously and closely monitor
the services we provide in many
different ways.
One way in which we do this is through
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
This is a committee of councillors who
regularly review how things could be
improved or developed. Their role is to
reflect the views and interests of the
community and to champion local
concerns. They are independent of the
council’s decision makers and play an
important role by holding the council’s
Executive Board to account. The
Executive Board consists of leading
councillors who play a key role in
decision-making.
Members of the public can observe
meetings and are able to submit
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questions to the committee or raise
local issues for consideration. To find
out more about how you can get
involved and take part in a debate,
please contact
Bambi Benson on 01243 534685,
bbenson@chichester.gov.uk or
Graham Thrussell on 01243 534653,
gthrussell@chichester.gov.uk

The dates for forthcoming
committee meetings are:
28 June 2011
29 September 2011
Agendas for forthcoming meetings
can be found online at
www.chichester.gov.uk/
overviewandscrutinycommittee

www.chichester.gov.uk

Make your vote count
on Thursday 5 May in:
• Chichester District Council
elections;
• parish elections; and,
• the UK referendum on the
voting system to UK
Parliament.
Polling stations are open
from 7am until 10pm.
If you have any enquiries
please call 01243 521010.
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Giving businesses
a helping hand
Starting a new business can be difficult, but help is
at hand. As well as business support, we can offer
new businesses a rent subsidy on units in St James’
Industrial Estate.

South Downs
National Park
Authority

Ten new businesses have
benefitted from our business
support scheme over the last five
years. The subsidy usually means
a discount of up to 50% in the first
year, and 25% in the second year.
It is available for new tenants
taking on commercial premises
for the first time.
The St James’ Industrial Estate
is owned and managed by
the council. It was developed
in the mid 1980s as part of an
initiative to assist and encourage
new businesses.

The South Downs National Park
Authority (SDNPA) became fully
operational on 1 April 2011 and is now
the statutory local planning authority
for the National Park area.
This means that the SDNPA will be responsible for about
4,000 planning applications a year, making it the eighth
largest planning authority in the country.
In preparation for this, the SDNPA has worked with all the
local authorities within the park boundary, including us.
It has been agreed that the 15 local authorities will continue
to deliver planning services on behalf of the SDNPA.

What does this mean?
We will determine the bulk of the planning applications
submitted within the National Park, under an agency
agreement. We will also provide planning administration
for the SDNPA. However, the SDNPA will determine most
major applications, and retain overall policy control.
In practice it will mean that anyone wishing to make
a small-scale planning application (for example, to their
home) should still apply to us as normal.

So, where do I submit my planning
applications after 1 April 2011?
If you live within the National Park boundary you should
continue to submit your planning applications to us in
the normal way.
If you submit your application through the Planning
Portal, this will be routed to us.
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There are 40 units of various
sizes, which are suitable for light
industrial or storage use. Most of
the units have space for another
level between the floor and ceiling
to provide extra space if needed.
The spaces are great for a
business to start up in, before
moving on to larger premises
in the city.

agreements. These are ideal to
trial a new business before taking
on the responsibility of a full lease.
St James’ Industrial Estate is
located off Westhampnett Road,
which is one of the main roads
into Chichester city centre and
close to the A27.
For further information about
units on the St James’ Industrial
Estate, please contact the Estates
Service on 01243 534632 or email
estatesservice@
chichester.gov.uk
For business support, please
contact the Business Support
Team on 01243 534669 or email
business.support@
chichester.gov.uk

Flexible tenancy terms are
available, including short leases
and ‘easy-in, easy-out’

Car parking –
season tickets
Season tickets for all of our car parks in Chichester,
Midhurst, Petworth, and Selsey can be purchased
in a number of ways.
They can be purchased on a
rolling monthly basis, from one
to 12 months:
• over the phone;
• by fax;
• by email;
• by letter; or,
• in person from the parking
office.
We are currently moving across
from a manual system to an
online system. This will allow you

www.chichester.gov.uk

to start buying season tickets
through our website.
The parking office is open 9am
to 5pm Monday to Friday. You
can find out more by emailing
the office at
carparks@chichester.gov.uk
calling 01243 534500 or going to
www.chichester.gov.uk/parking
Reminder – car parking
charges came into effect in
Midhurst, Petworth, and
Selsey on 1 April 2011.

Private Function Room & Takeaway Available

Come along to Little London Cafe for an enjoyable dining
experience, open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea
35 Little London, Chichester, PO19 1PL (opposite Little London Car Park)

Tel: 01243 774900 www.littlelondoncafe.co.uk
Receive a 15% discount off your bill between 2pm and 4.30pm
Monday to Friday with this advert. Valid until 30th June 2011

www.chichester.gov.uk
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