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Chairman’s Message

Welcome to the winter edition of initiatives!
Happy New Year!
I hope that you enjoyed a lovely
Christmas and New Year and
that you are ready for the year
ahead. For those of you who
want to get fit and healthy,
please remember to take a look
at what’s available at Westgate
Leisure. Their latest offer can be
found on page 20.
Over the past nine months we
have been busy preparing and
planning for the spending
review. This will result in some
changes in the way we deliver
our services. To find out more
about our plans for the future,
please refer to pages 8 to 10.
Chairman of Chichester District Council: Councillor John Ridd
Chief Executive: John Marsland
Editorial Team: Sarah Parker, Susan Meaden, Joanne Steele
and Marilyn Blunden. For further information/enquiries,
please ring 01243 534537/534679.
Editing Panel: Diane Shepherd and Councillors Susan Fairley and Nick Thomas.
Designed by: Buzzword Creative, Chichester
Printed by: The Westdale Press, Cardiff
Published by: Corporate Services, Chichester District Council
Because initiatives enables other groups and individuals to publicise their
work and consult with members of the public, the views expressed may not
be those of the District Council.
Front cover photo: A group of 24 pupils from 11 schools from north of the
district took part in debates at a mock council meeting.

Advertising is arranged by Buzzword Creative. Inclusion of
advertisements does not constitute a recommendation by
Chichester District Council of the products or services offered
or the organisations involved, nor will the council incur any
liability whatsoever for any claim relating to them.

On a lighter note, I’m pleased to
announce that our Bishop’s
Palace Gardens have received a
nationally accredited Green Flag
Award. We also did very well in
the Britain in Bloom awards,
where the district won 17
awards, including four golds.
Chichester in Bloom scooped the
Chairman’s Award – one of the
most prestigious awards. To read
more please turn to page 6.
I was very lucky recently to spend
time with young people from the
north of our district. The pupils,
from a variety of schools, took
over our council chambers for the
day and acting as councillors,

debated a number of important
issues – an excellent chance for
them to experience local
democracy at first hand. To find
out more, please turn to page 11.
If the cold snap returns at the
beginning of the year, please refer
to our website where we have
advice. We will also provide
updates on Facebook, Twitter
(ChichesterDC), our website and
our email newsletter. To sign up for
our email newsletter, please email
publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk
Best Wishes,
John Ridd, Chairman of
Chichester District Council
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The winner of our last competition lives in Birdham

Send entries to: Community Partnerships, Freepost, Chichester,
West Sussex PO19 1YQ.
All entries must be received by Tuesday 15 February 2011
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A day in the life
of a plastic bottle
Once you have put a plastic bottle in your burgundy recycling bin it goes on quite a journey. In fact, the
bottle you recycle can end up being made into a pillow, a polar fleece, or even used in the construction
of a new playground. Of course, it could also wind up as another plastic bottle.
The plastics are loaded
on to conveyor belts
The materials are transported in bulk

1 The plastic bottle is placed in your
recycling bin.
2 The bottle and the rest of the recycling
is delivered to the Westhampnett waste
transfer station.
3 The mixed materials are transported in
bulk to the Ford Materials Recycling
Facility, operated by Viridor, to be
sorted into the separate material
streams. The main types include:
• plastics – HDPE plastic, which are
opaque or coloured bottles and PET
(b1) plastic, which are clear/see
through bottles;
• steel cans – pet food tins;
• aluminium cans and foil – lager cans
and aerosols; and,
• three grades of paper and card –
newspapers, cereal packets,
envelopes, junk mail.
4 A mechanical loader feeds a constant
flow of material on to conveyor belts.
Much of the process is automatic,
with the lighter materials such as
plastic bottles being spun off onto

separate conveyor belts. Magnets are
used to extract the steel cans. The
heavier material, such as paper,
continues on past more sorting
equipment. A team of ‘pickers’ then
remove any remaining non-recyclable
items in the final paper products.
5 When the plastic bottles have been
separated from the other materials,
optical cameras operating air jets are
used to sub divide them into different
groups. These are clear and coloured
PET bottles (for example, water and
fizzy drinks bottles) and natural and
coloured HDPE bottles (for example,
milk and bleach bottles).
6 The separated plastic bottles are
compressed into a 400kg bale. They
are tied up with wire, quality checked,
and stacked ready for dispatch to a
plastic reprocessor.
7 The bottle will then either be:
• reformed – where the plastic is
washed, granulated, melted, and
reformed into a flaked or pelleted

The plastic is compressed
into a bale

product. This is used in a diverse
range of products, including new
food containers and bottles fibres
for fleeces, pillows and duvets; or
• reprocessed – this is when more
brittle plastics are transformed into
new plastic products. Examples
include recycled plastic furniture and
land drainage products.
We can’t take plastic packaging such as
yoghurt pots, food trays and margarine
tubs (mostly made of polypropylene and
polystyrene). This is because plastic
reprocessors are manufactured from a
wide range of plastic types, which are
difficult to sort and reprocess. They are
also often contaminated with food debris.
As a result there is currently no stable
market for these plastics.
You can help to make sure your
recyclables are correctly sorted and
reprocessed by only recycling plastic
bottles in your burgundy bin. Also by
making sure all recylables are clean, dry,
loose, and free from food contamination.

For more information about Chichester’s waste and recycling services, please visit www.chichester.gov.uk.
For more information on recycling, why not take a look to see what else you can do at www.recycleforwestsussex.org.
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New glass bottle and jar
doorstep collection is making
it even easier to recycle
Did you know that all
households in the district can
now recycle most glass
containers in their burgundy
recycling bins?

are already some of the best recyclers
in the UK. The introduction of glass
bottle and jar recycling in your
burgundy bin means that everyone can
do even more to make sure they do
their bit for the environment.”

Glass bottles and jars are now being
accepted in recycling bins, along with
other recyclable items like newspapers,
cans and plastic bottles.

Chichester District already has one of the
best recycling rates in the UK, with a
recycling rate of 40 per cent. This can
vary slightly throughout the year.

This is part of our ongoing campaign to
make it easier for residents to recycle
their household waste and send less
waste to landfill.

Helping businesses to recycle
more

Before recycling it,
what about reusing it?

We are also proposing to offer an
improved recycling service to businesses
in the district. A new service will soon be
launched enabling businesses to recycle
in one bin:
• cardboard;
• paper;
• cans,

Reuse plastic bottles in the garden by:
• using the bottoms of plastic bottles
as standby plant pots;
• cutting the plastic bottles into
strips and use them as plant
labels; or
• using the top half of the bottle as a
mini cloche, helping protect plants
as they grow.

Councillor John Connor, Chichester
District Council’s Portfolio Holder for
the Environment, says: “Our residents

All the recycled materials, including
glass, will be sorted at Ford Materials
Recycling Facility (MRF), near Arundel.
New sorting technology at the plant
allows glass to be separated, ready to
be turned into new glass containers or
other products.

What you can and
can’t put in your bin
What you can put in your
burgundy bin (not in plastic bags)

What you can’t put in your
burgundy bin

• All paper and cardboard including
envelopes, greetings cards and
wrapping paper.
• Glass bottles and jars.
• Clean foil containers and aluminium foil.
• Empty aerosol cans.
• Food/drinks cans and pet food cans.
• All plastic bottles – milk, drinks,
detergent, cleaning, shampoo and
cosmetic.
• Milk, juice and Tetra Pak cartons.
• Newspaper, Yellow Pages, telephone
books, shopping catalogues, and
travel brochures.

• Paint tins.
• Some types of plastic such as yoghurt
pots, food trays, ice cream and margarine
tubs, and plastic engine oil bottles.
• Polythene/plastic bags and cling film.
• Drinking glasses, window glass, pyrex
dishes, light bulbs.
• Polystyrene packaging such as
polystyrene egg boxes and meat trays.
• Batteries.
• Clothes, shoes, textiles and fabric
(please take these to clothes banks
at supermarkets).
• CDs, records, books, videos, DVDs
(please take these to Oxfam and other
charity shops).

www.chichester.gov.uk

✄

The new scheme will allow most of the
existing community glass bottle banks to
be withdrawn. This will help make
savings of over £100,000 by 2012.

• plastic bottles; and,
• glass bottle and jars.
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Chichester District
is blooming brilliant

Cllr John Ridd,
Cllr Nick Thomas
and Mick Gore

Did you know that Chichester District parks and gardens are
multi-award winning and officially blooming brilliant?

For the first time, the district struck gold in
the South and South East in Bloom
competition in the summer. And, it wasn’t
just one gold – but four.

Chichester in Bloom beat entries from
Salisbury, and Brighton and Hove city
centres to be named category winner in the
City Centre section.

Green Flag Awards recognise and reward
the best parks in the country. Any green
space is eligible to win this award
providing visitors can enter free of charge.

In total, the district won 17 awards.
Chichester in Bloom scooped one of the
most prestigious – the Chairman’s Award.
The trustees of South and South East In
Bloom choose the Chairman’s Award, and
this year it was awarded for the highest
total points scored for park entries.

The district’s parks did very well. Priory
Park received a Silver Gilt in the Large Park
category, Brandy Hole Copse gained a
Silver Gilt in the Country Park category,
and three awards were gained in the
Small Park category.

Bishop’s Palace Gardens stood out after
impressing the judges with its excellent
use of green space, well-maintained
facilities, and high standard of safety
and security.

Awards within the district
included:
• gold and category winner in the City
Centre section – Chichester in Bloom;
• gold in the Recreation/Small Park
Section – Bishop’s Palace Gardens.
It was the second major award for our
gardens recently. In July it scooped the
Green Flag Award, the national standard
for parks and green spaces in the UK;
• gold and overall winner in Conservation
Area section – East Beach Pond, Selsey.
It was the second major award for the
pond recently. In July it was a Green
Pennant Award winner;
• gold in the Commercial Garden/
Landscape section – The Walled Garden
at Cowdray, Midhurst; and,
• Chairman’s Award – Chichester
in Bloom.
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The awards are part of the Royal
Horticultural Society’s national ‘Britain In
Bloom’ competition. This aims to promote,
support and encourage clean, green and
environmentally friendly neighbourhoods
across the UK.
The accolades are the result of hard work
by the Chichester in Bloom partnership.
This includes the District Council and
Chichester City Council, community groups,
local businesses, and dedicated residents.
The South and South East in Bloom
competition, sponsored by Southern Water,
attracted 166 entrants across 17 categories.
Over 300 people attended the awards
ceremony at Priestfield Stadium in
Gillingham, Kent.
Bishop’s Palace Gardens also added
another gong during the summer – it won a
prestigious Green Flag Award. The award
means it is recognised as one of the best
green spaces in Britain.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Bishop’s Palace Gardens date back to
1147-48. They were reopened to the
public last year following a major
redevelopment. Work has included new
planting, improved access, and the
creation of a wildlife friendly area. Water
features, new seating, and a pergola walk
have also been introduced.
The garden has many great assets.
These include rare and champion
specimen trees, a fantastic location,
and a peaceful ambiance that is retained
in the new layout.
More details about our gardens can be
found on our website
www.chichester.gov.uk
If anyone would like to volunteer or join the
Friends of Bishop’s Palace Gardens, please
contact Mick Gore, Parks & Green Space
Officer at Chichester District Council, on
01243 534823 or email
mgore@chichester.gov.uk

As manufacturers we offer quality & value for money
Car Ports • Stables • Garages • Garden Studios • Changing Rooms • Summer Houses • Sports Pavilions
For All Heritage Type Structures
Visit our web site for more info: www.oakwoodbarns.co.uk or call: (01428) 723777 office only
Free brochure available
Constructed by craftsmen from hand selected timber
Est 1970

CHICHESTER • 01243 673343
HASLEMERE • 01428 690025
CHURCH CROOKHAM • 01252 220587
www.hebdons.co.uk

Hebdon’s is a long established, family run firm producing beautifully detailed, tailor
made conservatories, orangeries and bespoke made structures from design to finish.

Expect excellence – Be rewarded with value

www.chichester.gov.uk
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The spending
review –
and your area

Myles Cullen

Leader of Chichester District Council
“Although these are difficult times, we
are confident that we have planned for
this situation and we are ready to
respond to it.
“We will have to make difficult decisions
in the year ahead. However, you should
be reassured by the way in which we
have managed your money over a
number of years. This was recognised
by the government watchdog, who
praised the council as being one of the
best in the country as a high
performing, well managed council.
“We have already identified over £3
million worth of savings in the past 18
months. We did this with little impact
to the services we provide to you.
However, we are now faced with
making much deeper savings over
the next few years. This means that
we will have to change the way in
which we work.

You will be aware that funding to
public services is being heavily
reduced because of the national
debt. Along with other public
services across the country, we
know that this will have a major
impact on our own council.

• we must deliver by law;
• are essential to the district, or to the
running of the council;
• will meet the needs of local
communities; and
• offer other benefits. For example
generate income and help to keep
your council tax low.

In October, the government explained how
it was going to start to reduce public
spending. As part of this, they said that
funding to councils would be cut by 28%
over the next four years. The actual
reduction was announced in December,
and is much more severe than the
earlier announcement.

In 2009, due to the economic downturn
and recession, we made savings of £2.6
million. We have since found a further
£600,000 of savings. We did this by:
• reviewing contracts;
• sharing assets; and,
• looking at other areas of work that will
not impact on the services you receive.

By the time you read our magazine we will
know how much money we will receive
from the government, and the savings we
will need to make. Over the past nine
months, we have tried to plan for future
reductions in funding without knowing
what the cuts would be. This involved
creating a plan for the future that
prioritises our services.

Now that we have to make further
savings, we will have to review how we
provide services in the future.

Our future plan is very flexible. It can
adapt to a number of situations,
depending on the funding we receive
from the government. It shows the
services that:

The national picture
Why is the government
making cuts?
The financial crisis over the past few
years has had a major impact on
public finances. Public money was
used to support a response to the
banking crisis, and because of the
recession, more people were reliant
on benefit payments.

“Everyone is having to cut their cloth in
the current financial climate, and we are
no different. We will continue to keep
you informed of our progress. Our latest
news can be found on our website
www.chichester.gov.uk, in initiatives,
and through our email newsletter.
Please sign up to this by emailing
publicrelations@chichester.gov.uk.
Please also keep in contact with your
local councillor, who will be able to help
with any questions you may have.”
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Although the way in which we deliver our
services will change over time, we are
hoping to use the next 12 months to put
our plans into place. We are able to do
this because we have prepared for this
situation and want to make sure we have
the time to consider the right solutions.
Despite the severe cuts in funding, we still
hope to avoid immediate cuts in frontline
services. Instead, we can make sure that
any future decisions we make are the right
ones for our local communities.

This led to a large budget deficit that
needs to be reduced.
The coalition government now wants to
make cuts in the public sector to help
reduce the country’s debt.

www.chichester.gov.uk

How are my services funded?
In the current year, we have £14 million
to provide services to you. Next year, we
will have less. Around half of our budget
used to come directly from government.
The rest comes from council tax and
chargeable services.
It is also worth pointing out that
although we collect business rates, all
of this money currently goes directly to
the government. Some of this money is
then reallocated back to us in the form
of grants. The rates are normally paid
when you use a building or part of a
building for business.

the country. A band D council taxpayer
pays £133.24 a year for all of the
services we provide. The rest of your
council tax pays for services from:

Before the Comprehensive Spending
Review was announced, the government
had already made £1.2 billion of cuts in
local government funding this year. This
meant that some of the grants we used
to receive, such as free swimming for the
under 16s and over 60s, were stopped.

Our services include:
• emptying your bins.
• cleaning the streets.
• planning and building control.
• parks, playgrounds and open spaces.
• Westgate Leisure.
• arts development.
• archaeology and heritage.
• foreshores.
• support to the voluntary sector.
• CCTV.

Value for money
We provide over 100 different services.
Our council tax is one of the lowest in

West Sussex
County Council
(£1,161.99)
the Police
(£138.42)
the Parish, Town Council
or City Council
(£40.65)
A band D council taxpayer pays us £2.56
per week for all of our services. This is
after any other income has been taken
out (such as government grants).

How much government funding
do you receive?

The local picture

In the current year, it makes up around half of
our entire budget. The rest comes from
council tax and services we charge for. In total
our budget amounts to £14 million a year.

What will this mean for me?

I have heard that the government
has reduced funding for major
schemes by 45%. What will this
mean for the district?
It will mean that we are less likely to
achieve funding for large schemes, such
as coastal protection projects and
affordable homes.

We do not expect our services to change
greatly over the next year. However, in future
years the way in which we do things will
change. This could mean one, or a mixture,
of the following:
• everyone continuing to receive our core
services, such as waste and recycling
collections, with any additional services
targeted at those most in need.
• services being delivered in a different
way, or by a different organisation.
• reducing the amount of financial support
we can provide to local organisations.

Will current major projects be
placed at risk?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

looking after the coastline.
community safety.
museums.
tourism.
food safety, licensing and
public safety.
cleaning and maintaining
public toilets.
sports and leisure development.
bus passes for the over 60s.
environmental protection.
housing benefits.
housing improvements – grants.
housing.

We are also looking at innovative
ways of providing services, generating
money, and making savings. Success
in these areas would help to protect
some of the areas that we may find
difficult to fund.
As mentioned earlier, we have been
working on a plan that prepares us
for less funding from the government.
We didn’t feel that it would be right to
reduce the funding to all services by a
set percentage. This is because in
certain cases, the service would be
unable to run effectively. This is why
we developed a plan that prioritises
our resources. We will have difficult
decisions to make, but we want to
make them in a rational way.

We hope not, but we cannot give
any guarantees.

The government talks about
the ‘Big Society’. What does
this mean?
It is about giving local communities
more power to do things for themselves.
For example, it could involve groups
running post offices, libraries, transport
services and shaping housing projects.
We expect to hear more about this in
the months ahead.

www.chichester.gov.uk
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What can I expect to see in
18 months time?

What do you mean when you
talk about targeting funding to
those most in need?
We have carried out research that
analyses the district and its needs.
Despite our district being thought of as a
largely affluent area, there are pockets of
deprivation. For example, some areas
have high numbers of children living in
low-income households. We also have
high levels of fuel poverty.
As a council, we have a role as a
community leader to make a difference
and support those most in need. This type
of investment can also reduce public
spending at a later stage. We will also
work very closely with our partners to
help tackle these issues and improve
people’s quality of life.

We will have:
• renegotiated contracts;
• increased partnership arrangements
with other organisations;
• challenged all of our major costs and
services;
• identified areas where we can generate
additional income;
• reduced our costs; and
• decided how we will provide services in
the future.

How are you working with your
partners?
We are working closely with a number of
partner organisations.
• The HM Revenues and Customs office
will shortly be sharing space in our
customer care centre.
• We are working with all of the councils
across West Sussex on a number of

projects that aim to both improve
services and save money.
• We are also sharing a number of
services with Arun District Council.

Will my council tax increase
because of this?
The government is encouraging councils
to freeze council tax. Councils that do this
will receive a grant amounting to 2.5% of
the council tax. The council intends to
support such a freeze.

I currently receive housing
benefit. I have heard the
government is bringing in
changes. Will this affect me?
The government is suggesting a number of
changes to housing benefit, which it says
will save £1.8bn by 2014/15. However,
these have yet to go through parliament.
We will keep our residents informed as
changes happen and will work with

Changes to the benefits system
The government is planning to introduce significant changes to the benefits system over the next
few years. This includes ‘Universal Credit’, which is a new way of issuing benefits. Rather than
issue separate benefits for different types of support, you will receive one main payment. Some
other benefits will continue to be paid separately. It will be assessed on your household and will
make sure that if you are starting work you will be better off than when you were on benefits.

Which benefits will be included
in these changes?
Universal Credit will provide a basic
allowance with additional elements for
children, disability, housing and caring.
It will replace:
• Working Tax Credit;
• Child Tax Credit;
• Housing Benefit;
• Income Support;
• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance;
and,
• income-related Employment and
Support Allowance.

Why do benefits need
reforming?
The government believes that the
current system is too complex and can
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trap people into becoming dependant on
benefits. It believes that benefits should
provide a safety net that prevents people
suffering hardship when they are unable
to work. And helps them back into
employment as soon as possible.

will not start until 2013 and may take up
to four years to complete. The important
thing to remember is that you don’t need
to do anything at the moment. We will
inform you when we know more.

When will this be introduced?

How will housing support
amounts be set?

It should start from 2013 and will then
take up to four years to move everyone
over to the new system. The government
plans to introduce a Welfare Reform Bill
to Parliament in January to pass the
necessary legislation. Following this they
will give more detail on timings.

What does this mean for
Housing Benefit customers?
Over time, support for housing costs will
move from the current Housing Benefit
system to Universal Credit. This process

www.chichester.gov.uk

An appropriate amount will be added to
the Universal Credit award to help meet
the cost of rent and mortgage interest.
For those who rent their
accommodation, this amount will be
similar to the support provided through
Housing Benefit.

Will Council Tax Benefit
be affected?
Council Tax Benefit will not be part of
Universal Credit.

anyone who is affected. If you have
any concerns, please call us, or drop
in and see us.

Will you be making
redundancies?
The size of our workforce will reduce, but
we want to keep compulsory redundancies
to a minimum. We are hoping that through
careful planning we can achieve this.
Instead, our focus will be on:
• moving staff into alternative roles;
• trying to fill job vacancies internally;
• voluntary redundancies; and,
• retirement.

Schoolchildren
takeover the council
Move over Lord Sugar, Chichester District Council had its own
young Apprentices for the day.
School pupils swapped the
classroom for politics when they
became councillors.
A group of 24 pupils from 11 schools
from the north of Chichester District
took part in debates at a mock
council meeting.
The event was held in the committee
rooms at the District Council’s
headquarters at East Pallant
House, Chichester.

Will customers see their
benefits reduced as
a result?
The government is keen to make
sure that benefits are well targeted
and fair. It has stressed that the
purpose of Universal Credit is not to
reduce levels of support. Details are
still being worked on and will be set
out in the Welfare Reform Bill.

Where can I get more
information?
More information is available to
read on the Department for Work
and Pensions website at:
www.dwp.gov.uk/universal-credit.

Pupils discussed important issues
currently affecting the district,
including CCTV cameras, obesity, and
the new Midhurst Community Leisure
Centre. They:
• discussed CCTV cameras and
debated public safety versus
civil liberties;
• discussed different projects to help
reduce obesity in our district; and,
• thought about what sport, leisure,
and play activities should be
included in the new Midhurst
Community Leisure Centre. Their
ideas included Laser Quest, a music
room, cookery classes, a beauty
room, and an outdoor ice rink.
Pupils even used the microphone
system when they were making their
points. At the end of each debate
they voted on the recommendations
made – just as district councillors do
at their meetings.

www.chichester.gov.uk

All the children who took part were about
10 years old. The schools who participated
were:
• Duncton CE Junior School;
• Harting CE Primary School;
• Bury CE Primary School;
• Rogate CE Primary School;
• Midhurst CE Primary School;
• Easebourne CE Primary School;
• Hollycombe Primary School;
• Stedham Primary School;
• Fernhurst Primary School;
• Petworth CE Primary School; and,
• Camelsdale Primary School.
Pupils had researched and formulated
their arguments in preparation for the
mock debates.
Head girl and boy of Midhurst Rother
College, Sophie Lane and Charlie
Chatwood, acted as the chairmen for
the event.
The pupils were welcomed by Councillor
John Ridd, Chairman of Chichester District
Council. He says: “The day was great fun.
I know that both councillors and council
staff were very impressed with the quality
of the debates. The children understood
that they were not just discussing what
they would like themselves, but that they
were thinking about other members of
the community of all ages, interests, and
abilities. I hope we will see some of them
again in the near future as Chichester
Youth Councillors, or even, in time,
members of the adult council.”
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Venue codes and
useful numbers
CCC
Chichester Chamber Concerts
(01798) 831970 or
www.chichesterchamber
concerts.com
CFT and MT
Chichester Festival Theatre and
Minerva Theatre (01243) 781312
or www.cft.org.uk
CHC
Chichester Harbour Conservancy
(01243) 513275 or
www.conservancy.co.uk for more
information.
CJC
Chichester Jazz Club
(01243) 776001
GC
Grange Centre, Midhurst
(01730) 816841
FRP
Fishbourne Roman Palace
(01243) 785859 or
www.sussexpast.co.uk/
fishbourne

PHG
Pallant House Gallery
(01243) 774557
WDC
West Dean College
(01243) 818277 or
www.westdean.org.uk
WDOAM
Weald & Downland Museum
(01243) 811348 or
www.wealddown.co.uk
Tickets for a variety of events
are available from Chichester
Tourist Information Centre,
South Street. For more
information contact
(01243) 775888.

For more information on these
and other events, contact
Chichester Tourist Information
Centre on 01243 775888.
While every effort has been made to make
sure the accuracy of this information is
correct, Chichester District Council cannot
accept responsibility for any errors,
omissions or inconvenience caused. We
would advise you to check the details with
the organiser before attending any of the
events published. Apologies to those
people who will get the magazine after
some of the events listed. The list runs
from when the first deliveries of
‘initiatives’ are made, but delivery to all
properties normally takes two weeks.

12

EVERY WEEK OR SEASONAL
Traders’ Market
Cattle Market Car Park, Chichester.
Every Wednesday and Saturday.
Farmers’ Markets 2011:
North & East Street, Chichester:
21 January, 4 & 18 February,
4 & 18 March
Golden Square, Petworth:
26 February
North Street, Midhurst:
22 January and 26 March

11 January to 13 March 2011
Garrick Palmer: A life in wood
engraving. PHG.
15 January to 13 March
From Cezanne to Picasso: European
Masters in the Pallant House Gallery
Collection. PHG.
19-29 January
The History Boys by Alan Bennet.
CFT.
20 January
Chichester Chamber Concerts at the
Assembly Room, North Street,
Chichester present Trio Anima (flute,
viola, harp). 7.30pm. Tickets available
from CFT.
21 January
The JJ Vinten Band. CJC, Pallant Suite,
South Pallant Chichester. This is the
band’s first visit to CJC. 7.30-10pm,
doors open 6.30. Tickets £10.
22 January
Laura’s Star presented by Pied Piper
Theatre Company. MT. Children’s
Shows for 3-7 yrs. 10.30am & 2pm.
22 January
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1.00pm.
25 January
Bird Watching at Langstone and
Warblington with Hampshire County
Council’s Countryside Rangers.
10.30am at The Ship Inn, Langstone.
Bring binoculars. CHC.
29 January
A one-night-only performance of
Admission: One Shilling, the story of
wartime National Gallery concerts
by Myra Hess, performed by
awarding-winning Chichester actress
Patricia Routledge and internationally
renowned pianist Piers Lane. MT.
30 January
Music on Sunday. The Berkley
Ensemble (baroque group).
Christ Church, Chichester. 2.30pm.
£8 (students £4) on the door or
(01243) 527425.

30 January
Bird Watching by Boat for World
Wetlands Day. CHC. A solar powered
boat trip enjoying the harbour and
looking for birds. 11am at Harbour
Office, Itchenor. Dress warmly and
bring binoculars. Booking essential.
2 February
L.O.L. (Lots of Love) performed by
the award-winning dance company
Protein. MT.
2-5 February
Goodnight Mister Tom. CFT.
2 and 16 February
Chichester Natural History Society
Lecture. Committee Room 3, County
Hall, Chichester. 7.15pm. Admission
for visitors £1. Tel: (01243) 786254
for details.
4 February
Beers for gastronomes and guzzlers
(beginners). WDC.
5 February
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
6 February
Chichester Priory 10km road race.
Organised by the Rotary Club of
Chichester Priory, the race will
start 11am from Chichester Festival
Theatre. Forms available from Westgate
Leisure Centre, the Tourist Information
Centre or online from the Rotary
website www.chichester10race.org.uk.
6 February
Magnum Antiques. GC. 9.30am-4pm.
8 February
English folk-rock group Fairport
Convention with special guests
Katriona Gilmore & Jamie Roberts. CFT.
8-12 February
Mole in the Hole presented by Oily
Cart. MT. Children’s Shows for 3-6yrs.
10am & 2pm.
10 February
Royal Marines Band Charity Concert.
CFT.
12 February
Chocolate – the ultimate romance.
A half-day course for beginners (either
am or pm). WDC. £46 per session.
12 February
The Fron Male Voice Choir. CFT.
12 February
Country and Western evening. GC.
7.45pm-11.15pm.
12 February
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
12 February
Harpist Harriet Earis performing
a lunchtime concert. FRP. 1pm
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13 February
Book Fair. GC. 10am-3.30pm.
14 February
Alpine Garden Society – West Sussex
Group. A talk by Stephen Waters and
Bob Daws – “Mountain Flowers and
other Alpines”. 7.30pm, Donnington
Parish Hall, Chichester.
Tel: (01243) 786254 for further
information.
17 February
Chichester Chamber Concerts at the
Assembly Room, North Street,
Chichester present the Danish String
Quartet performing works by
Schubert, Nielsen and Mozart.
7.30pm. Tickets available from CFT.
17-19 February
Rock musical Little Shop of Horrors,
presented by St. Philip Howard
Catholic High School. MT.
18 February
Dunn/Horler/Coe/Dankworth. A star
band and a welcome return to CJC,
Pallant Suite, South Pallant,
Chichester. 7.30pm-10pm, doors open
6.30pm. Tickets £10.
18 February
Friday Night is Music Night. BBC
Radio 2’s longest-running live music
show. Live recording: audience to be
seated by 7.45pm. CFT.
19 February
Churchill and the British Empire –
Richard Toye PhD. Friends’ Meeting
House, Priory Road, Chichester. 2.30pm.
19 February
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.
21-24 February
Family Fun Days. Lots of hand-on
activities. FRP. 10am-4pm.
21-25 February
Cool Crafts Week Half Term
Activities. WDOAM. A week of creative
activities and countryside skills for
children of all ages. 11am-3pm.
27 February
Music on Sundays. Yuri PatersonOlenich (piano). Christ Church,
Chichester. 2.30pm. £8 (students £4)
on the door or (01243) 527425.
27 February
Modellers Exhibition. GC. 10am-5pm.
2 October 2010 to 6 March 2011
Contemporary Eye: Crossovers.
Contemporary artists exploring
traditional craft techniques such as
ceramics, glass, textiles, wood carving
and taxidermy. PHG.

2, 16 and 30 March
Chichester Natural History Society
Lecture. Committee Room 3, County Hall,
Chichester. 7.15pm. Admission for visitors
£1. Tel: (01243) 786254 for details.
5 March
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
6 March
Book Fair. GC. 10am-3.30pm.
6 March and 13 March
Special Workshop – Wood engraving
with Garrick Palmer (2-part workshop)
1pm-4pm. PHG.
12 March
Country and Western evening. GC.
7.45pm-11.15pm.
13 March
Auto Jumble. GC. 10am-3pm.
14 March
Alpine Garden Society – West Sussex
Group. A talk by Peter Erskine –
“The Smaller Daphnes”. 7.30pm,
Donnington Parish Hall, Chichester.
Tel: (01243) 786254 for further information.
15 March
Marlene Verplanck & The John Pearce Trio
at Pallant Suite, South Pallant, Chichester.
CJC. 7.30pm-10pm, doors open 6.30pm.
Tickets £12.
17 March
Chichester Chamber Concerts at the
Assembly Room, North Street, Chichester
present Igor Tchetuev on the piano
performing works by Beethoven and Liszt.
7.30pm. Tickets available from CFT.
17 March
The English Reformation: where are we
now? 12th Annual John Fines memorial
Lecture – Peter Marshall DPhil. Friends’
Meeting House, Priory Road, Chichester.
7.30pm.
18-20 March
A drawing course on comics and graphic
novels. Tutor: Karen Rubens. WDC.
19 March
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC.
8.30am-2pm.
19 March
Bach Mass in B Minor. Fernhurst Choral
Society with the Festival Chorus Southern
Pro Musica Orchestra. Petersfield Festival
Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets from One Tree Books,
Petersfield or tel (01730) 261199 / 816542
or (01428) 642332.
20 March
Antique & Collectors Fair, Westgate Centre,
Chichester. 10.30am-4pm. Tickets £1.50.
Tel: (01243) 788596 or 07747 604541 for
further information.
25-27 March
Antique glamour – new jewellery from old.
WDC.

26 March
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
27 March
Music on Sundays. The Petchov Piano
Quartet. Christ Church, Chichester.
2.30pm. £8 (students £4) on the door or
(01243) 527425.
31 March
Closing date for entry to Open Art
Competition 2011. St Wilfrid’s Hospice in
association with Pallant House Gallery.
Exhibition dates 31 May – 26 June 2011. Entry
fee £15 per piece. www.openart.stwh.co.uk
for more information.
31 March
King Jazz at Pallant Suite, Chichester. CJC.
7.30pm-10pm, doors open 6.30pm.
Tickets £8.
3 April
Magnum Antiques. GC. 9.30am-4pm.
3 April
Open House on Mothering Sunday.
WDOAM. A spring day to welcome visitors
old and new. £2 entry for everyone, plus a
traditional bunch of daffodils for mothers
and grandmothers.

Goodnight Mister Tom
2-5 February 2011
Chichester Festival Theatre
Michelle Magorian’s compelling Goodnight Mister
Tom is brought to life with this brand new stage
adaptation by David Wood. Chichester Associate,
Angus Jackson, directs it.
Heart-warming and inspiring, this story of two
broken souls at opposite ends of the age scale
celebrates the value of love and proves that
friendship knows no barriers.
Perfect for schools and families; suitable for
children aged from 8 years.
For more information, or to purchase tickets, call
01243 781312 or go to www.cft.org.uk

9 April
Country and Western evening. GC.
7.45pm-11.15pm.
9 April
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
10 April
Book Fair. GC. 10am-3.30pm.
11 April
Alpine Garden Society AGM and members
slides. 7.30pm, Donnington Parish Hall,
Chichester. Tel: (01243) 786254 for further
information.
13 & 20 April
Wonderful Easter Wednesdays. WDOAM.
Hands-on activities, crafts and games for
accompanied children of all ages. 11am-4pm.
15 April
The Nikki Iles Quintet at Pallant Suite,
Chichester. CJC. 7.30pm-10pm, doors open
6.30pm. Tickets £12.
16 April
Midhurst Monthly Market. GC. 8.30am-2pm.
24 April
Music on Sundays. Malcolm Hossick
“Music in my Life”. Christ Church,
Chichester. 2.30pm. £8 (students £4) on the
door or (01243) 527425.
28 April
The Legacy of Abraham Lincoln – Richard
Cawardine FBA FRHistS. Friends’ Meeting
House, Priory Road, Chichester. 7.30pm.
30 April
Indoor Car Boot. GC. 10am-1pm.
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Garrick Palmer:
A life in wood
engraving
11 January – 13 March 2011
Pallant House Gallery
A retrospective exhibition of prints and book
illustrations from across Palmer’s career will be
held in the De’Longhi Print Room (free entry).
It will demonstrate Garrick Palmer’s mastery of
wood engraving and distinctive view of the
English landscape.
On Thursday 27 January, there will be a special talk
called: Garrick Palmer: In Conversation (Talks).
The talk starts at 6pm. Tickets are £8 (£7 students,
£6.50 Friends) and includes a glass of wine.
For more information, please contact Pallant
House Gallery on 01243 774557 or go to
www.pallant.org.uk
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Helping coastal communities
embrace climate change
The shape of our coastline is not fixed, but continually changes. This will only
increase in future years as our climate changes. We must be prepared to adapt
our ideas in response to the problems and opportunities that this may bring.

The Manhood Peninsula is particularly
vulnerable to coastal change because it is
so low-lying. A large part of it is fewer than
five metres above sea level and at risk
from coastal change caused by flooding
and erosion.
The peninsula is home to 16 villages and
towns, and also host to several
internationally important conservation
areas. This includes Chichester and
Pagham Harbours. The flood protection
scheme proposed for Medmerry will be the
largest managed coastal realignment site
in the UK. It will bring the added benefit of
more wildlife habitat and greater access
opportunities for leisure and recreation.
With the help of a government grant, we
are supporting local communities in the
Manhood Peninsula to help them meet the
challenges of coastal change. Our Coastal
Change Pathfinder Team is working with
residents, and local and national
authorities, to forge a sustainable future.
We were recently awarded £450,000 from
the Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs’ (Defra) Coastal Change Fund.
The money will be used to fund coastal
projects and regeneration plans. We will
deliver this work through:
• the Manhood Peninsula Partnership;
• the national charity CoastNet; and,
• a group made up of town and district
councillors from Selsey, supported by
local residents (the Pre-Trust Group).
The Manhood Peninsula Partnership (MPP)
was formed nearly ten years ago. We are
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one of its members. Other partners include
the Environment Agency, parish councils,
West Sussex County Council and
Chichester Harbour Conservancy.
These organisations have also contributed
extra money to the projects from their own
budgets. These projects include:

Coastal Change Grant Fund
This is a new small grant fund for residents
and community groups with ideas and
projects relating to coastal change. Grants
can be up to a maximum of £5,000. Some
of the ideas already identified include the
creation of improved public access to the
coast, guided walks, school projects, and
beach cleaning.

Managing tourism
The last census recorded the peninsula’s
population as 24,700. However, each year,
between May and July it is estimated that
more than 320,000 people visited West
Wittering beach alone. And Bunn Leisure’s
caravan park at Selsey says it can attract
around 388,000 holidaymakers. We want to
investigate how the peninsula can better
balance the needs of residents and tourists,
to benefit both the environment and the
economy. A study will look at whether there
is a market for a different kind of visitor
outside of the peak season beach trips. This
could include people such as birdwatchers,
cyclists and those interested in the area’s
unique environment.

www.chichester.gov.uk

Working together for the
peninsula
There have been huge changes in the
legislation and policy that governs the
way our coast and marine environment is
managed. We want to find ways to join up
marine and land-based planning policies
to produce a plan for the peninsula,
which will look at how it develops in the
future. This is known as Integrated
Coastal Zone Management.

Selsey Coastal Trust
The idea of creating a community owned
trust has come from local people,
councillors, and members of the Manhood
Peninsula Steering Group. The idea is to
revitalise Selsey by creating a partnership
between the council and the community,
which can share the long-term
responsibility for Selsey’s coastal
defences. The vision is for a series of
connected regeneration schemes that are
owned and managed by a community trust
or social enterprise.

Re-instatement of beach
access ramps
Part of the Defra grant funding is towards
the cost of reinstating the fishermen’s and
divers’ access ramps at East Beach, Selsey.
This will help to support these important
local industries. The ramps were built 50
years ago, but coastal change means that
most of the structures are buried under 20
feet of shingle.

2011 Census –

coming to a letterbox near you
The census in the United Kingdom counts people and
households, and creates a picture of our society every ten
years. It provides a detailed source of information and helps
public services to plan for the future. This includes, health,
education, transport, and also the types of services we
provide to you.
As in previous years, a questionnaire will be
delivered to your door, which you should
complete on 27 March 2011. This year, for the first
time, you will also be offered the chance to
complete your questionnaire online. You will still
need to refer to your paper copy, which provides a
unique internet access code for your household.
Your answers will remain confidential. They are
converted into statistics that can be used to help
decide where funding is directed, how future
planning decisions are made, and where services
are delivered. So it is crucial the population
estimate is as complete and accurate as possible.

Educating and informing
The Coastal Literacy project for our area is
a pilot scheme and could be used as a
national model. It is an education and
information programme that aims to
encourage local people to learn and
understand more about coastal change.
It is being led by the independent national
charity, CoastNet.
Councillor John Connor, Chichester District
Council’s Portfolio Holder for Environment,
says: “Our coastal communities have lived
with dynamic change for generations. But it
is clear that the risks and impacts from
erosion, storms, and rising sea levels are
going to increase in the future. These
projects will help take the future
discussions we are having with the
communities most at risk from these
changes to a new level. It will help us to
visualise what change may look like and
develop options to adapt.”

How to find out more
For more information about what we’re
doing please see:
Chichester District Council at
www.chichester.gov.uk
Manhood Peninsula Partnership at
www.peninsulapartnership.org.uk
Coastal Literacy at
www.coastalliteracy.wordpress.com
Selsey Coastal Trust at
www.selseycoastaltrust.org.uk

The census will be available in a number of
different formats so that everyone can take part.
Census field staff will be on hand to assist
individuals. You can also access online help or
speak to the census’ dedicated call centre.
To find out more, please visit www.census.gov.uk

Did you know?
The information helps the
government to:
• calculate the grants it gives
to each local authority and
health authority.
• plan and fund health and
social services.
• plan where new housing
is required.
• plan job and training
opportunities.
• discover how roads and public
transports can be improved to
meet local needs.
• meet the needs of minority
groups.
• help advise businesses
where to locate or expand
their premises.

Working together

to prevent fraud
Are you aware that through the National Fraud initiative we are
legally required to participate in a data matching exercise every two
years? This is to assist in the prevention and detection of fraud.
It means that when you obtain a service
from us, some of your data will be
matched against the databases held by
other public services. This does not
require the consent of the individuals
concerned under the Data Protection Act
1998. Sharing information for fraud
investigations or for taxation purposes is
exempt under the Act.
For example, housing benefit data may be
matched with student loan data; Home
Office immigration data with employee
records; or even, council tax data with the
electoral roll.
We are currently carrying out an exercise
checking council tax records where there
are inconsistencies in the number of
occupiers. Not many people realise that
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fraudulently claiming a single occupancy
discount is potentially a criminal offence.
During the last round of data matching
approximately £180,000 of fraudulently
claimed social security benefits were
identified. £109,000 of this was housing and
council tax benefit paid by the council.
For more information about the particular
sets of data we are required to provide to
the government for matching please see the
Commission’s website
www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nfi
If you have concerns about the use of
your personal data please contact our
Data Protection Officer, Jane Dodsworth,
on 01243 534729
or jdodsworth@chichester.gov.uk
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Packing up the museum
Moving house is said to be one of the most stressful things you can do –
so imagine what it is like moving a museum.

Our staff at Chichester District Museum are
packing up thousands of objects in
preparation for the move to a new purposebuilt museum. This is currently under
construction in Tower Street, Chichester.
The museum has over 350,000 objects to
care for and manage. These objects form
three types of collection: geology,
archaeology, and social history. All the
objects need to be safely stored until the
new museum opens in late 2011.
The geology and social history collections,
consisting of about 50,000 objects are
being prepared for the move. The rest are
stored in the Collections Discovery Centre
at Fishbourne Roman Palace.
Among the exhibits being boxed up is one
of the earliest gifts to the Museum, a ‘Fanti
Doll’. This is a wooden fertility doll from
West Africa donated to the museum in
1831. Another object is a Victorian rock
cake that had been carried around by the
owner, who also slept with it under her
pillow for 40 years.
A significant exhibit is the Jupiter Stone, a
portion of Roman sculpture base dated
between the late first and early third
century AD. This was found during
excavations in West Street in 1934. In the
near future our museum staff will use
professional conservators to assist with
conservation, packing and transportation.
Museum manager Tracey Clark says:
“This is the biggest move in the museum’s
history. It is an extremely challenging
operation for all the staff. Unlike your
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average house move, we will not only be
packing the collections into large boxes
marked with the room they are to go into,
but also making sure that every individual
object is safely packed and protected for
the move. We need to make sure that we
can track each object at every stage.”
Volunteers are supporting this major
task, providing them with opportunities
to learn about object packing and
conservation. They are helping museum
staff meticulously prepare each item for
the transfer.

these are not suitable to use due to their
acidity. In these cases the staff must design
and create specially constructed boxes or
supporting frames.
When the museum reopens it will provide a
larger store for the collections, larger
exhibition spaces, a fully functioning
learning room, research room, and
museum library.
For museum opening times please visit our
website www.chichester.gov.uk or contact
the museum on (01243) 784683.

Each item is safely packed and protected
for the move. It is tracked at every stage.
Each object is:
• recorded on the museum’s catalogue
and movement inventory;
• object marked;
• labelled for identification purposes; and,
• carefully packed into boxes using
conservation materials.

The museum aims to continue having a
high public profile throughout the move to
the new site in Tower Street. For as long as
possible, all public services, including the
learning services, object identification,
object loan boxes, and events, will
continue uninterrupted. Please contact the
museum for details of these services.

Once packed, the boxes are clearly labelled
and recorded when placed into crates.

Projects
progressing well

Packing techniques differ for each type of
object in the collection. Some objects are
more delicate than others. Each material
type also requires different environmental
conditions for its preservation. Examples
include acid-free tissue, Plastazote foam,
unbleached cotton and Corex (conservation
grade, rigid, corrugated plastic sheets).
The museum also has many large and
awkward shaped objects. They cannot be
packed in standard cardboard boxes, as
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The building of our leisure and
community centre in Midhurst, and
new museum in Chichester, are
progressing well. For more
information, please visit our website
www.chichester.gov.uk We also
hope to update you in the next
issue of initiatives.

• Bedroom, bathroom & lounge furniture

• Fitted and freestanding quality furniture

• Full design advice

• Wardrobes, bookcases & kitchens

• Traditional craftsmanship for a superior finish

• Complete installation service

• Hand painted or solid wood finish

• Totally bespoke for individual requirements

• Variety of different finishes

K

PETER KEMP

Quality Hand Made Furniture

BESPOKE CABINET MAKER

T 01243 377377 M 07740 798446 FREE ESTIMATES AND DESIGN ADVICE

and George enjoy
‘‘ Mike
a good game of chess.

‘‘

We care about that.

At Barchester it’s all
about quality of life.
We can oﬀer complete peace of
mind through professional,
personalised care – with respect
for each person’s individuality.
Every day is an opportunity to enjoy
doing things you want to do –
knowing that fully qualiﬁed staﬀ
are always close at hand.

Barchester oﬀers a home-like
feel with an award-winning
reputation in over 200 locations.

Chichester Ship Canal
The Egremont operates four scheduled trips daily.
Passengers are offered a relaxing 75 minute trip
with a friendly crew providing information, points
of interest and local wildlife on the canal.

Our care services include:
• 24-hr nursing care at Marriott House
• 24-hr residential care at Marriott Lodge
• Respite care and short breaks

Marriott House Care Home and
Marriott Lodge Residential Community
Tollhouse Close, Chichester, West Sussex PO19 1SG

Tel: 01243 536 652 | www.barchester.com

The Richmond and Egremont both operate
charter cruises. Have a private lunch, evening trip
or a party to celebrate your special occasion,
whilst passing through pleasant countryside
with ever-changing scenery.
Call: 01243 377405
www.chichestercanal.com

www.chichester.gov.uk
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You can make
a difference to
people’s lives
Become a councillor

The local elections for the
district and parish councils will
take place in May. If you care
about the area where you live
and the issues facing the
people who live there, then
becoming a councillor could be
the role for you!

When I became
a councillor... I could
suddenly see why things
happen the way
they do.

Being a councillor is a great
job. You can:
• get involved and listen to the views
of local people;
• influence change for the benefit of
your community;
• learn something new every day;
and,
• meet new people.

• 18 or over;
• a British citizen, a citizen of the Irish
Republic, the Commonwealth, or another
member state of the European Union; and
• live, work, or own/occupy property within
the district.

You can’t be a councillor if you:

It isn’t a 9am to 5pm job. You can do
most of it at a time that suits you. It
can fit around other commitments –
from full-time work, to caring for
young children – and allows you to
make a valuable contribution to your
community. But it does require
commitment and hard work.

• work for our council, or work in a politically
restricted post in another council.
• are bankrupt, or have been surcharged
in excess of £2,000.
• have served a prison sentence (including
suspended sentences) of three months
or more in the last five years before
the election.
• have been disqualified under any legislation
relating to corrupt or illegal practices.

Frequently asked questions

• making sure your community gets the
services they need.
• representing the views of your
community.
• pursuing your political beliefs.
• contributing your business or
professional skills.

Could I be a councillor?
If you care about the area where you live
and the issues facing the people who live
there, then this is the job for you.
I don’t think I have the time…
How much time it takes depends on you,
and the commitments you take on. It can
range from five to 20 hours a week. You
will be expected to attend some council
and committee meetings, which are held
in the daytime or evening.
Why should I become a councillor?
There are many reasons why people decide
to become a councillor. They can include:
• making a difference and helping to plan
for the future of your community.
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All we ask is that you are:
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It may also be an extension to something
you are already doing. You may be a
school governor, or working with a
voluntary group.
Do I have to be a member of
a political party?
No. You have the choice of standing as an
independent candidate, or as a party
political candidate. Your chances of
success are increased if you are part of a
political party.

Make sure
you can vote

Register
now!

You work as
part of a team and
get things done.

Job description:

An ordinary person doing
an amazing job
You will:
1 make sure that taxpayers’ money is spent wisely.
2 make sure people get the services they need.
3 check that people are receiving quality services that
are value for money.
4 make sure that everyone gets treated fairly.
5 support local businesses.
6 look after the local environment and help to protect
it from climate change.
7 find places to build homes and help people to find
housing they can afford.
8 encourage people to have healthy lifestyles.
9 promote the area and what it has to offer.
10 help vulnerable people to get back on their feet and
live independently.

Will I get paid?
Councillors do not get paid a salary. You will
be paid an allowance to reimburse you for
time and expenses while on council
business. This currently amounts to £3,900,
plus any travel expenses you may have. You
also get a car park pass that you can use
when visiting the council.
Can I be a councillor and have a job?
Yes, many of our councillors work.
By law, your employer must allow you to
take a reasonable amount of time off to
perform your duties as a councillor.
What support is given to councillors?
Our staff will be available to provide support
and assistance to you, regardless of which
political party or group you belong to.
You will receive training, a computer,

internet-access, and an additional
telephone line.
You will be using email, the internet, and
Microsoft office. You can expect full IT
training to suit your needs.
I am interested in becoming a councillor,
what should I do next?
Call us. We will be able to put you in contact
with political parties, or advise you how to
become an independent candidate. We will
also invite you to have a tour of the council
and speak to some of our current councillors.
To find out more information or to request
an information pack please contact call
Member Services Team on 01243 534655,
email at memberservices@
chichester.gov.uk or visit
www.chichester.gov.uk/becomeacouncillor

www.chichester.gov.uk

A district-wide election will
be held on 5 May 2011.
Make your vote count, by making
sure you are registered on the
electoral register.
You are entitled to register to vote
if you are:
• 18 years old or over;
• a British, Commonwealth or
European citizen; and,
• living in the district.
Completed registration forms
must be returned to the council
offices at least 11 working days
before an election.

Vote by post
If you are unable to go to your
polling station, you can apply to
vote by post. Application forms to
vote by post must be completed
and returned to the council
offices at least 11 working days
before an election is held. You can
request an application form by:
• calling us on 01243 521010 or,
• emailing
elections@chichester.gov.uk
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Helping to keep
you fit and healthy
Chichester District Wellbeing is a free, friendly and impartial advice
service that can help you to improve your health and wellbeing. Our
centre is located in Westgate Leisure, Chichester.
11.30am
I receive a call from a 70year old man who wants to
find out about weight loss
programmes or classes. As
an alternative to dieting, we
talked about healthy eating
and exercise. He felt he
could walk for half an hour
most days and make some
changes to his diet. I also
inform him about Westgate
Leisure’s Active for Health
Lorry is one of our advisers
Scheme, which you can be
and she is available to help
referred to through your GP.
you achieve a healthier
This helps to deal with any
lifestyle. Whether you want to health problems you may
lose weight, get fit, improve
have, from recovering from
your diet or find ways to
an injury to stress and
manage stress, she is on
anxiety. I post him an
hand to help. We met Lorry to information pack to help
find out more about her
him get started.
average day.

9.30am
Met a lady, who is aged over
50. She wants to get fit
without going to the gym.
Like many other people she
feels a bit intimidated about
it. I talked through the
various options open to her,
while finding out what type of
activities she enjoys the
most. I suggest that she joins
the council’s Heartsmart
Walks programme, and
explained the benefit of this.
As she was fairly new to the
area, she thought that this
was a great idea. She
especially liked the idea of
meeting new people.

1pm
Met with a 35-year old mum
of two. She works part-time,
looks after her family and
home, and struggles to fit
everything in. She is
overweight, smokes, and
feels stressed most of the
time. It’s clear that weight
loss is her main concern and
it seems that her biggest
problem is lack of time. She
doesn’t have time to cook
properly, shop for the right
foods, exercise, play with her
children and see her friends.
I suggest that it is worth
planning what she wants to
achieve in the day. Also, by
asking others for help, it
would help her to find a
couple of hours to do some
exercise. The lady feels
much more positive
following our chat. I give her
some further information to
help get her started.
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Our Premier +
membership includes:

2pm
I receive a phone call from an
85-year old lady who has
stopped going out because
she isn’t as steady on her feet
as she used to be, she is
scared she will fall. I talk to
her about the NHS falls
prevention service and give
her some advice on how to
prevent falls. Taking part in
regular, gentle exercise can
improve muscle strength and
balance. Our gentle walks
programme, and new, seated
exercise sessions will really
help her get regain her
confidence. I book her into
these sessions, and put her in
contact with the NHS service.

• unlimited use of gym
facilities, health suite,
swimming, aqua classes,
fitness classes, badminton,
squash, table tennis and
short tennis at Westgate
Leisure Chichester; and,
• unlimited use of gym
facilities, fitness classes
and tennis at Westgate
Leisure Bourne.

Our Premier membership
includes:
• unlimited use of gym
facilities, fitness classes
and tennis at Westgate
Leisure Bourne.

Membership prices from
£22.88 per month and
include free parking.

4pm
A few people drop in to chat
about the new service. This
includes a local teenager who
is concerned about her
Grandad. He is very lonely
and rarely leaves the house. I
give her a list of activities
that he may be interested in
trying that will also allow him
to meet new people.

Drop in or call for an appointment with our Leisure & Wellbeing Team on 01243 521041
(health@chichester.gov.uk) For more information, go to www.chichester.gov.uk
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For more information,
please contact:
Westgate Leisure Chichester,
Via Ravenna, Chichester,
West Sussex, PO19 1RJ.
Tel: 01243 839978
Westgate Leisure Bourne,
Park Road, Southbourne,
Emsworth, PO10 8PG.
Tel: 01243 376101
www.chichester.gov.uk

Chichester
T:

•

Godalming

01243 671119
T: 01483 651305
E: info@uniqueplastique.co.uk
W: www.uniqueplastique.co.uk
•

T H E F I N E S T CO N S E R VATO R I E S A N D G A R D E N R O O M S
UNIQUE PLASTIQUE offer a fresh approach to design
and build in PVCU. We specialise in Garden Rooms,
Orangeries and Conservatories using the very best in

materials for a lasting final product. We offer a wide
choice of finish including our outstanding natural
wood effect coupled with solar reflective glass.

LOFTEK LADDERS

The loft access specialist
Make the most of
your loft space
Quality aluminium, timber and electric
loft ladders supplied and fitted

New and Altered Hatches • Insulation
Loft Boarding • Fast Clean Quality Service

For a free Survey and Quotation call

07751 466 369 or 01243 432362

OVEN CLEANING AT ITS BEST
Your local, environmentally friendly, oven cleaning specialists
Ovens, Hobs, Ranges, AGAs, Extractors.
Call or go on line for our competitive prices

01243 671594

www.bestovencleaning.co.uk

SPECIAL

£5.OO OFF

QUOTE THIS ADVERT

www.chichester.gov.uk
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Helping artists

onto the career ladder
We are helping local art graduates set up their own businesses by turning two
temporarily vacant commercial units into low rent studio accommodation.

Artist David Pratt

It’s all part of our aim to retain graduates
in the area and establish our district as a
centre for the creative industries.
We are working with the Unity Arts Trust
(formerly Studio 4 Artists). They are
providing eleven spaces for artists, early
career artists and craftspeople as part of a
pilot scheme in the council owned units on
the St James’ Industrial Estate for a
temporary period.
Graduates will take up the majority of the
places. While the remaining places will be
allocated to established artists, who will
be offered larger facilities and pay the full
rent to subsidise the scheme. They are also
piloting a mentoring programme run by art
and craft professionals will help the
graduates through the early stages of their
career development.
In return, all the artists and designers will
help deliver a range of educational
activities for the public, including open
studio events and weekend talks.
Tim Sandys-Renton, Unity Arts Trust trustee
and Director, says: "The Trust’s vision is of
a dynamic and thriving community of
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Unity Arts Trust trustee and
Director Tim Sandys-Renton

successful professional artists and
craftspeople in Chichester, whose creativity,
skill and ambition reach out into the
community, inspiring and educating the
public in the subject of art and craft.”
Unity Arts Trust wants to nurture artists
and craftspeople from a range of
disciplines. However, it’s not simply a
space for them to bury themselves away. In
exchange for career incubation, where the
trust offers mentoring and support at the
start of their careers, artists are expected
to support the Trust. This is by providing
public benefits in the form of 'education'
for the community. Tim says that art and
craft are 'social products'. They have an
important social function beyond the
personal satisfaction that each practitioner
might achieve or their financial worth in
the market-place.
Tim says: “Through building up a 'stable' of
professional artists we want to benefit the
whole community. This will manifest itself
through building up an education
programme in art and craft, but also by
helping Chichester to develop its' vibrant
local culture. This, in turn, will attract

www.chichester.gov.uk

Artist Consol Pomar

visitors, investors and a skilled workforce,
and will help to retain graduates."
Councillor Myles Cullen, Leader of Chichester
District Council and Portfolio Holder for
Economy, says: “For the past five years, we
have worked with the Unity Arts Trust to find
affordable accommodation for artists in the
area. Recently, as part of the agreement for
the Graylingwell Development, we secured
outline planning permission for around 30
new studios for local artists.
“However, rather than wait four years for
the Graylingwell studios to be developed,
we decided to act now and exploit our
resources to help graduates get
themselves established in this difficult
economic climate.
“We also hope that this facility will help the
Unity Arts Trust gain valuable experience
prior to their bid to set up a similar scheme
at Graylingwell, and support their efforts to
achieve charitable status.”
For more information, please contact Unity
Arts Trust by calling 01243 530179,
emailing info@unityartstrust.org.uk or
going to www.unityartstrust.org.uk.

T: 07795 491542 E: info@helencawtephotography.com
www.helencawtephotography.com

Michael Hudson B.Sc
Flute Teacher • Woodwind Repairs
34 Flatt Road, Nutbourne, Chichester,
West Sussex PO18 8SJ
01243 572461
mhudson364@aol.com | www.mikehudsonwoodwindrepairs.com
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Exhibition space from £50 to £600 a week
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www.oxmarket.com
info@oxmarket.com
St Andrew’s Court.
Chichester, PO19 1YH,

MEANS OF ESCAPE WINDOW £450
• Re-Roofs & Roof Repairs • Chimney, Valley and Leadwork
• Guttering, Facias & Soffits • Flat roofs, Gutter & Moss Clean

& INSULATION SOLUTIONS
Attic Room from £1,900. Includes Loft Ladder, Flooring, Roof Window,
Roof Preparation and Polyurethane Expanding Spray Foam Insulation.
Domestic, Commercial, Agricultural & Marine Insulation

Tel: 01243 576251 Mobile: 07854 356223

abondroofing.co.uk

www.chichester.gov.uk
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